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'.vertiſement to the Reader: 
"T Hen IT ſhall 
Of bave- rold the 
Reader, "that 

b the © folliwing 
Diſcomrſs "was written" inthe 
year 1665, while the Authour, 
to avoid the "great Plagite\ that 
then rag'd' in London, was 
reduc d with many others t0 
go into the (0 ountrey,; and fre. 
quently to paſs from place 
to place, unaccompanied - with 
moſt of bis Books ; it will not, 
F preſume, be thought ſtrange, 


that in' the \mention' of ſome 


| things taken from other Iris . 


2 ) ** Ford; 


Advertiſement of 
ters, as bis memory ſug gefied 


them, he did not annex in t 
Margent the preciſe places that 
are referr dio. And, upon the 
ſame ſcore, it ought nat to ſeem 
ſtrange, that he has not men- 
tron'd forme late | Diſcoveries 
and \ Bqoks . that might. haye 
been pertinently taken notice of, 
and wonld well have accom- - 
modated ſome parts. .of his Difs 
courſe ; (ence thmgs that may. 
thus ſeem to bawe been omit-. 
ted, are of too. recent a Date 
to have. been known to him. 
when He writ. But if at be de- 
manded, why then a Diſcourſe 
feniſhed fo long ago, did not. 
come abroad much ſooner? I 
muſt acquaint the Reader, That 
'twas chiefly his real C, oncern 
for the weifare of the Study be. 
ſeems to depreciate, that kept 


theſe 


*_.. the Publiſher; - 


| " theſe Papers ſo long | by him, 


For he reſifted for ſeveral years 
the deſires of Perſons that haye 


 muth power with him, and ſup- 


preſs'd the following Diſcourſe; 

whilft he fear'd it might be miſ- 
apply'd by ſome Enemies to Ex- 
perimental Philoſophy , that 
then made a noiſe againſt it, 


without ſuffering theſe Papers 


| to come abroad, till the Ad- 


dreſſes and Cacomien of ma- 
ny eminent Forreign Virtuofi, 

and their deſire to be ednitted 
znto the Royal Society, had ſuf: 


| feciently manifeſted , how little 


its Reputation was prejudic” d, 
or like to be endanger d, by the 
attempts of ſome envious or 
miſunform'd Perſons. And to 
#his Reaſon muſt be added the 
Authors backwardneſs to wen- 


; | ture abroad a Diſcourſe of an 


A 3 wnnſnal 
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Advertiſement, 8&c. 
unuſual Nature, on which ac- 
count, among others, he de- 
clin F to bave his Naive pre- 

fixed to it ; though, now the 
Book is Printed, he finds cauſe 
to fear, that will not be long 
conceab-d ; fince he meets with 


ſome Marginal References to 


other Tratis of ' His, which 

(theſe Papers having long lain 
by bim)) be forgot to have been 
fet down for private iſe, and 
which ſhould not have been ex- 


pos 'd to pu blick view. 
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The Author's 


PREFACE: 


Am not ſo little ac- 
quainted with the 
Temper of this Age, 
and of the Perions that 
are likelieſt to be Peruſers of 
the following TraQ, as not to 
foreſee it to be probable 
enough, that Some will ask, 


For what Reaſon a Dilcourle 


of this Nature was written at 
all;. and thar Others will be 
dilpleas'd that it has been 
written by Me. 

Thoſe that would know, 
by ' what Inducements my 
Pen was engag'd on this Sub- 
ject, may be in great part in- 
A4 form'd 


The Author's Preface. © R T: 
form'd by the Epiſtle 1t ſelf, 

in divers places whereof, as 
eſpecially about the Begin- 
nivg, and at the Cloſe, the 
Mornves that 1nvited me to 
put Pen to Paper are ſuffi- 
ciently exprels'd. And though 
ſeveral. of rhoſe Things are 
peculiarly apply d, and ( if [ 
may. lo ſpeak ) appropriated 
to the Perion the Letter is 
addreſsd to ; yet that Under- 
valuation, I would diffwade 
Him from, of the Study of 
Things Sacred, is not His 
fault alone, but is' grown ſo 
rife among many ( otherwiſe 
Iogenious ) Perſons, eſpeci- 
ally Studiers of Phyſicks, that 
I wiſh the enſuing Diſcourfe 
were much leſs ſeafonable 
_* thanTfearit is. 

_ .. But I donbt, that ſome 
Readers, who would not 


think 


think a Diſconrſe of this Na-. 


ture Needleſs or Ulelefs, may 
yet not be pleaſed at its being 
written by One, whom they 
imagine the Acceptance his 
Endeavours have met with, 
ought to oblige to ſpend his 
whole Time in Cultivating 
that Natural Philoſophy > 
which in this Letter he would 
perſwade to quit the Prece- 
dency, they think it may well 
challenge, before all other 
ſorts of Learning. 

I am not unſenſible of the 
favourable Reception that the 
Philoſophical Papers I have 
hitherro ventured Abroad, 


have had the Happineſs to. 


receive from the Curious: 


But I hope, they will not be. - 


diſpleagd, ifI repreſent, that 
Fam no Lefurer or Profel- 


. for of Phylicks, nor have ever 


engag d 


XY 


miſe made ro the Publick, to 
confine my ſelf,never to write 
of any other Subjet; nor is 
it Reaſonable, that what I 
did or may write, to gratifie 
other mens Curiofity, ſhould 
deprive me of mine own Li- 
berty,, and Confine ' me to 
One Subjeh ; eſpecially fince 
there are divers Perſons, for 
whom [I have a great Eſtcem 
and Kindneſs, who think they 
have as much Right to ſo- 
licit me for Compolures of 
the Nature of this, that They 
will now have to po abroad, 

as the Virtuoſs have to exat 
of . me Phyfiological Pieces. 
.And though I be not igno- 
Fant, that ( in particular ) the 
following Diſcourſe, which 
ſeems to depreciate the Stus 
dy of Nature, may at firſt 
| fight 


engag do my (elf £ by any. Pro- F 
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Fiat appear ſomewhat. = 
proper for a.Perſon, thar has 
- purpoſely written to' ſhow 
the Excellence and Utſeful- 


' Ticſs of it ; yet T confes; that, 


upon a more Attentive ,Con- 
fi deration of the Matter,I can- 


| not Reje&, no, nor Reſi lt; 


Their Reaſons, who are of a 

quite. I Judgmene. | 
And 1. My Condition, 

and my being a Secular'Per- 


| ſon(as they ſpeak) are look'd 
. upon as Circumſtances that 
| may advantage an Author 


that is to Write upon ſuch” a 
Subject as I have handled. I 
need' not tell you, that as to 
| Religious Books'in general, it 
has been obſetv'd, that choſe 
penn'd. by . Lay -men , _ and 
ef ecially Genllemicy ' have 
(ceteris paribus ]been berrer 
Eſitercain 'd ry and more” effe- 
Sag | tual 


” The Autho rs f Preface. "i "Wo 


Sas SANE poem 
— 


The / ſatb rs Proface 


Qual. than "Thoſs of Feelefi 
aſticks : : And-indeed'cis no 
great wonder, that Exhorta- 
tions -t0 Piery, and Dillwa- 
Gons from Vice, and fromthe 
"'Luſts and Vanities of the 
World, ſhould be the more 
prevalent for being preſs#d by 
Thoſe, who have, and yet de- 
cline, the Opportunities to 
enjoy plentitally Themſelves 
the plealures They diflwade 
Others from. And (co come 
yet cloſer to our preſent pur- 
poſe) though I will not ven- 
cure to ſay with an excellcnt 
Nivine, That what ever | 
cones out of the Pulpit, does | 
with many paſs but for the 
fooliſhneſs of Preaching ; yet 
It cannot well be denrd, but 
thatifall other Circumſtances 
be equal, He. is the fitteſt to 
commend Diyinity, whoſe 
Pro- 


ww a —"Y 


F = UAithor” Prefece. 
Profedi jon. It 1s: not. ;, and 
| That it, will ſomewhat add 


| to the Reputation of almoſt 
| any Feud, 3 and conſequenely 


BG Rear of thiags Divine, 

cis prais'd. and preferr'd 

Pape whoſe Condition 

-- Ln of. Life "Ie; 

Ing them from being of an 

hee Calliog So @ - 

———— of Leargy 

from the 

ets Me to Partiar 

ah "oo or, ras Ws 
dy.,.. which. C 4 may, b 


engag'd to i qific hg bectols 
15. there Trade or their later- 
eſt, ox becat le Fo Expeded 


from them ; cg theſe 
Gentlemen are:  oblig'd } to. 
commend it. ,; onely, becaule. 


[9F really Love and Value 


|” Par there is another thing 


that 


Th-Lx 


that ſeems to. OS it yet 


more. fir, 'that þ Treatiſe on 
fuch. a Subje& ſhould ''Be 
Penn'd by the Aurhour 'of 
This : :' For profefs'd Divides 
are'-ſuppos Hi to be. "buſief 
about Studies; "that ever} 
their being of ad Wi her, af 
confels'd to, be of noth& 


Nature, than'thi fe thar web | 


of clings Car oreal.” And 
fipce1 it may be obferv'd;* that 
there” is ' ſcarte' any ſore of 
Eextned' ined, db is mort #þt 
| one 

vers d'one h other Parts of 
Kandwledge,” thin many” '6f 
our /Modern Natdraliſts/(who 
are confcious of the' Feel: 
lency .. of. the” Science , they 
Cultivate, ) *tis* much 'ro be 
feard , that ' what would be 
[$14*6f the Preetninences. of 
Divinity above Phyſiolggy 


The 4 uthor's Preface.” ”" M- 
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hor s Preface. 


6 HE FI whom' the 
: Study of the _—_ is thought 
Either but: a;/ Preparatory 


.thitig ;-/ or an Excurfion' ) 
would be look'd uponas:the 
Deciſion: of an Incompetent, 
as well as Interreſled, Judge ; 
and their -undervaluations of 


the! Advantages of the ſtudy 


of the Creatures, would;be 
(as their depreciating the En- 
Joyment of the Creatures:too 
often is,.) thought, to proceed 
but from their not cbaving 


'þad-ſufficient/ opportunities to 
reliſh the- pleaſures of them. 
Bat cheſe.;Prejudices will 'not 


lie againſt - a Perſon, who has 
made the Indagation of Na- 
ture ' ſomewhat more 'than: a 
Parergon, and. having by a 
not-lazie . nor ſhort: Enquiry 
manifeſted , how much He 
loves and can reliſh the -De- 
light 


--lighe Ic affords, has hag his . 
good Fortune to make ſome 
Diſcoveries io it , and the 
Honour to have them 'Pub- 
lickly,-and bur too Comple- 
mentally, raketr notice of by 
the Virtue. And'it may be 
nor Impertinent to add; that 
rhoſe who make Natural Phi | 
tolophy their | Miftris , will 
probably be the lels offend 
- to fiad! her ia this Tra&t 

xelefted, if not ab an 

Hendaraid ro Diviniry, yer 
as a Lady of a Jower Rank 3 
becauſe yt Inferioriry of che 
Scudy of Nature ismaintain'd 
by a Perſon, who, even whilſt 
he afferts it. , continnes ( if 
not a Paſſionate ) an Afſidu- 
ous Courrer of Nature: 'S$o 
chat, as far as his Example can | 

reach, irmay ſhow, that 45 on 

the one lide a many need not- 
be 


be acquainted with, or ngs 
fie to. reliſh. the | Leſlogs 
taught us.in the Rook of the 
Creatures, to think them. leſs 
Excetlent than / thoſe , - that 
may be learned in the-Book 
of the Scriptures;,. ſo on the 
other fide, the Preference of 
this laſt Book tis very. confi- 
Nent with an bigh Efteem 
and an Afliduous Study of the 
firſt. 

And if any ſhould here 
abject, thac there are ſome 
Paſſages, ( which I hope are 
but very few ) that ſeem 2 
little coo untavaurable to the 
Study of Natural things ; I 
might. alledge for my exculs 
the great difficulty that chere 
muſt be in comparing twe 
. farts of Studies, both of 
which a man much cſteems, ſo 
S 5. 
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to belave' ones (ef. asto pli ; 
2 hair between then), "and 
never offend either of "them: 
'Bar' I will rather repreſent, 
*that -in ſuch kind of Dif- 
courſes as the enſuing, it may 
_uſtlybe' hop'd, that equita- 
-ble Readers will conſider, not 
only what is ſaid, bur on 
whatoccaſion, and with what 
deſign . cs delivered. ''Now 
'ris plain by the Series of the 
following Diſcourſe , that 
the Phyſeophilus, whom it 
moſt relates to, was by me 
look'd upon as a Perſon, 
both ' very partial ro the ſtu- 
dy of Nature, and ſomewhat 
prejudiced againſt thatof the 
- Scripture; 1o that T- was not 
always to treat with him; as 
with an indifferent man, bur, 
necording to —_ Advice, gi- 
ven 
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] ven ales by the Wiſe, 
I. was. to ule Ariftotle's ex- 

preſſion)'to bend the ;crook- 
= ſtick-the contrary: way, in 
WiC order. tothe bringing it co be 
ſtraight , and to depreciate 


12) 

vr. 4 the. udy of Nature ſame- 

wot | what beneath its true value; 
| to reduce 1a great, Over: va- 

on 

wet luer;to a guſt Eſtimate of it, 

iy | And to gain. the more upon 


wy Him, I allow'd -my ſelf now 
and, then.,to make/uſe'of the 
.. | contempt..he had ,of the Pe- 
ripatetick..and Vulgar Philo» 


wn ſophy, and in ſame- paſſages 
wr to ſpeakof them (more ſligh- 
hat tingly., '% than my uſua] Tem- 


he | PE permits, and than I would 
X berforward.ro do on another 


107 Þ occafi ion,; that, by-.ſuch a 
as 
or: Complailance for his. Optni- 


2 | ions, I might have Riles'to 
_ A2 Argye 


Mrateys him Gow chic?" 

But to retarn to the Mo: | 
tives "that were alledg'd 
induce me to the Publcation | 
of theſe Papers, though 1 
have not nam'd them all, yet 
all of them together would 
ſcarce have prov'd effe&nal, 
if 'they had ' not been 'made: 
more prevalent by the juſt In- 
dignation'T conceived, 'to fee 
even Inquifftive Men depre- 
ciatethatkind of Knowledpe, 
which does the -moft Ele» 
vate, as well as the moſt Bleſs, 
Mankind, and look upon the 
Nobleſt and Wiſeft Employ- 
ments of the Underſtanding, 
as Signs-of weakneſs init. 

'Tis notthat Texpe&, that 
whatever can be faid, and 
much leſs what I have had'6c- 

_ Gaſſonte ſay Here, will make 
© Pro- 


- 


& 'of- thoſe that are 
refolved againſt the being 


| madefo, and had rather de- 


ny -chettiſUlves the Excellen- 
teſt kinds of Knowledge,than 
allow that there can tbe any 
more Excelftent, than what 
they think themſelves Maſters 
of: Bur I deſpair not, that 
whats here repreſented, may 
Terve to fortifie in. a bigh. 
Efteem of Divine ' Truths 
thoſe that have already a juft 
Veneration'forchem, andpre- 
ſerve Others from being ſe- 
ducd by Injurions, rhoaph 
flotnerimes Witty, Tofinnati- 
ons, to'umdervalae char 'kind 
of Knowledpe,' that is as well 
che moſt Excellene in ic {elf, 
as the 'moſt Condurive to 
Man's Happineſs, And 'for 
this Reaſon T am the leſs'dif- 

. [ pleavd 
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The Amtbor's Preſacec'. 
ple 'd. to lee, 6519 the fol] 


owing Letter. fo ſwell d.to.a 
Bulk fac.greater than, its be- 
ing but a. Letter promiles, and 


then I. firſt intended... For I 


confeſs, that when the Occa- 
fion hapned that. made, me 


pur. Pen to Paper, as Ichanc'd 


P bein a very. upſetled-Conx. 


dition ( which I fear; has. had 


too. much influence on whar. 


I have written, ; fo.I didnot 
defign the infiſting | near fo 
long upon my. Subje&. . as- I 


have. done; _ but. new, t gs $ 


ſpringing up; if I, may, | 


ſpeak ) pndes my Pen, I, mi | 
content fo, allow them, Foo 


In, my . Paper, becauſe, write 
Jas well for my own, fatise 


fa 


my 


9 = fel © © MA , Y kay Wy rr oa wi . 


jon, as _ for. that of my 
Friend , I thought. it, would | 
not be uſeleſs eo lay before _ 
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ty owt'Eyes,'as well as' His, 
thoſe* Confiderations ' that 
ſeem'd proper 'to juſtifie ro 
My ſelf as well as to Him, the 
Preference I gave Divine 
Truths ( before Phyfiologt- 
cal ones) and to confirm my 
{clf_in_the Eſteem I had for 
them, And though TI freely 
confeſs, that the following 
Diſcourſe doth not conſiſt of 
nothing but Rarocinations, 
and conſequently is not al- 
together of an Uniform Con- 


| eexcure 3 yet that will, I 
{ hope, be thought no more 


than was fic in a Diſcourſe, 
deſign'd not onely to Con- 
vince, but to Perſwade: 


Which if it prove ſo happy 


J as to do, as I hope the Per- 


j <fcr—will-have-no-canſe—ro- 


regret 
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- STR, CI IN | 
"0: 3 a By bag Oy me TO 
pbr in good carncit, 

; 'd the Diſcomrſe 1067 
TE Friend entertain'd 

= . with Jeſter-night, AndT amihe 
Tore bled. Pl 1our* 2uchion, beeguſe 


Jour, way 4, #nquirzng, how wich Jour 


raengs Diſcourſe #btain'd of. my. Ap-. 
7, j Fe of 64%/e to frarethit you 
Y ©onchſafe it more of youre ſew. could 
Y wiſh#f. Bot before I can fafe ' offer 
my ſenſe of t ne Diſcowiſes, 4 our hh 
p:4 .aefpre 4 rg it, I muſt fs FJou in 
j mind. that they were net ell upon one 
| S#hic#, » F'# the ſame Nature-< And 
Tab. enov h his Servant t8 acknew- 
wk opt - the leaſt rels (Fancy 
"ben is w be to lhew 4 great deal « 
Ya. "when taks like a Nathrelift, 
1 : of fads TY Phyſical , end 
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But '«s. for thoſe paſſages, wherein he 
gave himſelf the liberty of diſparaging 
the learned Dr. N. onely becauſe that 
Do@For cultivates Theologigal as well as 
Phyſical Studies, and does both often- 
times read Books of Devotion, and ſome= 
times write them; IT am not (omnch a 
Coartier, as topretend that Thked them. 
*T 4s true, he did not deny the Dodtrto 
bealearned and a witty Man, as indeed. 
the wile providence of God has ſo'or- 
dered it, That to ſtop the bold mouthes of 
ſome, whowonld be eaſily tempted to ima- 


zine, and more eaſily 10 give out, that 


208 are Philoſophers, bat ſuch as, like 
themſelves, defire 'to be nothing elſe. 


Onr Nation is happy in ſeveral men," 


who are as eminent for Humant, as flu- 
dioug of Divine Learning ; an4 as griut 
a wveneration as they pay to Moſes and 


Sr. Paul, are as well vers'd inthe Do-- 
frineof-Ariſtotle, and of Euclid 3 way, 
of Epictrus a4 Des Cartes 700, as |. 


thoſe that care not to ſtudy any thing *e. 


But though for this reaſon Mr, N. had: 


not the confidence to deſj 
and ſome of his Reſem 


when he i 3n tht right, ſcldim' wrehgs 
a go0d cauſe by his way of managing it. 


ie the Door, 
lers, nhom be} - 
zook "occaſion to mention ;* yet > herb} 
| Y plainly : 
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leinly diſclos'd himſelf to be one of © 
Boe Jo though they a not deny, Po 
that ſome, who own avalue for Theology, 
no | are men of parts yet they tath, as if 
at | ſuch perſons were ſo, in ſpight of their 
as | being Religionſly given z, That being, 
n= || 71 their opinion, fach a blemiſh, that 4a . 
ce || ran muſt bave wery great Abilities 
\ || otherwiſe, to make amends for the diſad- 
w. | 24Ptageof valuing Sacred Studits, and 
to It armount the diſparagement it procures 
ed | fin. Wherefore ſince this diſaainful bs- 
w. | our begins to ſpread much more than 
of | 7 could wiſh it did among differing ſorts 
4. || of meu, among whons I ſhould be glad 
at | 710t to find any Naturaliſts 5 and ſince 1 
he | the. Queſtion you ask'd me , and the 4 
| effetm you bave for your Friend, makes = 
me fear you may look on it with ver 
favorrable eyes : I ſhall not decline the 
+ | Orportinity you put into my hands of 
4 giving you, together with a profeſſion of 
Þ 2» diſlike of this pradtice, (ome of my 
= Reaſons for that diſlike ;, and the rather, 
i} becauſe 1 may do it without tov much 
le.” exceeding the limits of an Epiſtle, 0? 


ud fhiſe which the haſte, wherewnth 7 avuſts 
rw, Prite this, does preſcribe to me. For your 
be £7e14. does int oppoſe, but onely an- 
ra <ervalue Theology; and Hel WOO 


' Belt 


believe the Scriptures { which I fo far 
credit, as to think he believes: himſelf. 
when he ſays ſe) we agree upon the prin- 
ciples + So that I am net to diſpute with: 
him as againſt an Atheiſt, that denies 
the Authour of: Nature, but onely againſt 
« Nataralift, that over-values the ſtndy 
ofit. And the Truths of Theology are} 
things, mhich 1 need not bring Argn- 
wents for, but am allowed to draw Argu- 
wents from them, + 
Butt though, as I juſt now intimated, 
7 deſign brevity ; yet for fear the fruit- 
ſulneſs and importance of my Subje(# 
ſhould ſuggeſt things enough to me to 


+ 


make [ome little method , requiſite to 
keep them from appearing confuſed; If 
ſhall divide the owing Epiſtle into 

imo diftinet parts, In the former of 
which 1 ſhall offer you the chief poſe 
tive Conſiderations, by which I would 
repreſent to yow the ſtudy of Divinity, 
as preferable to that of Phyſicks : And 
in the ſecond part TI ſhall conſider the 
Allegations, that 1 foreſer your Friend 
may interpoſe : in favour of Natural 
Philoſophy. From which aiftribution 
gow will eaſily gather, that the Motives}' 
on the one hand, and the objetions 
on the other will challenge to them- 


— wn. T4 Ie = C. 


| ſelves diftinet Seftions in the ve- 

far ſpeive parts whereto they belong. 
8 So that of the Order of the particulars 
| 90s will meet with , I ſhall not need to 
8 rrouble you with any further Ac- 
conn, 


STEW. on ——_— 


_ EE ID 
PO eG BURNT, 09 err oat geo Ie + 


"Ga) * 


 EEER PRRBP 
285225 025025085 5025 "2302572508 


THE EXCELLENCY 


| THEOLOGY: 


The Preeminence of the Study of 
Divinity, above that of Na- 
taral Philoſophy. 


THE FIRST PART, 


w without ary farther 
Circumſtance or Pre- 
}. amble, ro the things 
W themſelves , that I 
gr  cTT=* mainly intend in this 
| Diſcourſe, I conſider in the General, 
Þ That as there are. ſcarce any Morives 
'F accounted ficcer'to engage a'Rational 
; man in a ſtudy, than 7hat the Sub- 
B 4 jet 


jet is Noble , That 'tis his Duty tg/ 
apply himſelf to it, ' and That his Pro«. 
ficiency in it will bring him great: 
Advantages; So there is not any of: 
theſe three Inducements, that does 
not concur in a very plentiful meas; 
ſure to recommend to us the Study of: 
Theological Truths. 


THE FIRST SEETION, 


Nd firſt, The Excellency and; 
A Sublimity of the Object we 
are invited to contemplate , is ſuch, 
that none that does truly acknow- 
ledge a Deity can deny, but that there! 
is no Speculation , whoſe : Qbjed. is; 
comparable in point of Noblenefs, to: 
the Nature and Attributes of God. 
The Souls of inquiſitive men are com! 
monly: ſo curious, to learn the Nature: 
and Condition of Spirits, as that the! 
over-greedy deſire ro diſcover {0} 
much as That there are other Spiritual: 
Subſtances beſides the Souls of Mem, 
has prevail d with too many: to try{ 
forbidden..ways of attaining ſatisfa, 
£fion ;- and many have choſen rather! 
co vente: the putting \'themlelyes! 
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I within the power of Dzmons, than 
Þ remain ignorant whether ' or no there 
8 areany ſoch Beings : As have learn» 
& <d by the private acknowledgments 
made me of ſuch unhappy (though 
not unſucceſsful) Attempts, by di- 
'F vers learned men (both of other Pro- 
feſſfions, and that of Phyſick ,) who 
& themſelves made them in differing 
places, and were perſons neither Ti- 
merous: nor Superſtitious: ( But this 
 Yonely upon the By, ) And certainly. - 
Ethat man muſt have as Wrong as 
& Mean a Notion of the Deity, and muſt 
but very little conſider the Nature 
and Attribures of that infinitely per- 
BY fect Being, and as little the Nature and 
J infirmities of Man, who can imagine 
| the Divine Perfe&tions to be | Sub- 
. $j<Qts, whoſe inveſtigation a-man may 
FC inculpably ) deſpiſe, or be fo much 
J as fully ſufficient for. Not onely the 
eg Scripture tells us, That his Greatneſs rc. 145; 
10 2 incomprehenſible, and his wiſdom #s 
wal anſormtable , That he humbles himſelf = 147-5 
yl  /obk into (ot upon) the Heavens and © 
_ ie Exrths and, Thar not onely this 
FJ or that 'man, bur all the Wations of the 111. 40; 
er WoNd are, 3n compariſen of him, but 5. 
(3 tike we ſmall Drop of a Bncket, or the 


ſmaller 
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ſmaller Duſt of 4 Ballances But even 
the Heathen Philoſopher, who wrote 
that eloquent Book De Azunao, 
aſcrib'd to Ariſtotle in his riper years,; 
ſpeaks of the Power, and Wiſdom, and 
 Amiableneſs of God,in terms little leſs 
lofty, though -neceſlarily interiour to 
ſo infinitely Sublime a Subject ; which 
they that think they can, eſpecially 
without Revelation , ſufficiently un» 
derſtand , do very 4ittle - underſtand 
themſelves. | | 
But perhaps your Friend will ob- 
jet, That to the knowledge of God 
there needs no | other then- Natural 
Theology and I readily confeſs, be- 
ing warranted by an Apoſtle , that the 
Yy1w50178 Os, was not unknown to 
the Heathen Philoſophers ; and'thac 
ſo much knowledge of Gad is atrain- 
able by the light - of Nature , duly: 
employ'd, as to encourage men, to; 
exerciſe themſelves more than. moſt 
of them do in thac nobleſt of Studies, 
and render their being no Proficieats 
- in it, injurious to themſelves as, well as}. 
to their Maker, But notwithſtanding! 
this, as God knows Himſelf infinitely! 
| better then purblind Man, .knaws: 
Him, fo the Informations He -is" 
os 
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pleaſed to vouchſafe us, touching His - 
own Nature and Attributes, are ex- 
ceedingly preferable ' ro any ac- 
count, that we can. give our ſelyes of 
Him, without Him. And methinks, 
the differing Proſpects we may have of 
Heaven, may nor ill adumbrate co us 
' the differing Diſcoveries that may be 
made of the Attributes of its Maker. 
For &, though a man 'mway with his 
naked eye ſee Heaven to be a very 
lorious Object, enobled with radt- 


K nt Stars of ſeveral forts; yet when 


his eye is affiſted with a good Tele- 
ſcope, he can not onely diſcover a 
number of Stars ( Fix'd and Wan- 
dring) which'his naked eye wonld ne- 


K ver have fhown him; but thoſe Pla- 


nets which he could ſee before, 
will appear to himmych bigger, and 
more diſtin : $9, although bare Rea- 
ſon well improv'd will ſuffice to 
make a man behold many glorious 
Attributes in the Deity ; yet the 
ſame Reaſon, when affiſted by Reve- 


las lation, mayenable a man to diſcoyer 


far more Excellencies in. God , and 
my them, he contemplated be- 
fore, far greater 'and more diſtinly, 
And to ſhew' how much a dim —_— 

in, Wile 


Illuminated by the. Scriptures, is able 
to diſcover of the Divine PerfeRions. 
and how unobvious: they are to. the 
moſt piercing Philoſophical Eyes, _ 
that enjoy but the dim light of Na- 
ture; . we need bur conſider, how 
much more ſuitable Conceptions and 
Expreffions.concerning God are to be 
mer with in the Writings of thoſe 
Fiſhermen and others, that penn'd the 
New Teſtament, and thoſe illiterate 
Chriſtians that received it, than 
amongſt the moft Civiliz'd Nations 
of the World ( ſuch as anciently the ' 
Greeks and Romans, and now the Chj- 
neſes and Eaft-Indians) and among. - 
the eminenteſt of rhe Wiſe-men . 
Philoſophers themſelves, ( as Arifotle, - 
Homer, Heſud, Epicurgs, and others. 
Befides that the Book of Scripture 
diſcloſes to us much wore of the At- 
tributes of God, than the Book of 
Nature; there is another Obje@ of 
our Study, for which we muſt be ex- 
tirely beholding to Theology : For 
though we may know ſomething of - 
the Nature of God by the Light of 
Reaſon, yet we muſt owe the 4484 
tedge of His F7/:1l, or Poſitive Laws,. to. © 


His own Revelation. And we may |. 


ghels : 


oheſs, how curious great Princes and 


ns. zreal 
he | wiſe Men have been 'to inform them- 
5, | ſelves of the Conſtitutions efta- 


72 | liſhed by wiſe and eminent Legifl;- 
ow || tors; partly by the frequent Travels 
nd | of the Ancient Sages Jad Philoſo- 
be | phers into Forreign Countries, to ob- 
fe | ferve their- Laws and Government, as 
he | well as bring home their Learning , 
te || and partly by thoſe Royal and Sum- 
ptuous Expences, at which that Greac 
ons | a6d Learned Monarch Ptolomems Phy- 
he "| /adelphws ſtuck not to” procure %n 
 Authentick Copy of the, Law of ao- 
1s | fes, whom he conftdered but as an 
7 eminent Legiflator, Bur certainly 
- | Fhar, andother Laws recorded in the: 
\J | Bible, cannor bur appear more noble 
and worthy Obje&s of Curiofity to- 
us Chriſtians, who know them to pro- 
of | <ced from an Omniſcient Deity, who-. 
of | being the Auchour of Mankind, as welb 
aSof the reſt of the Univerſe, cannor 
bur havea' far perfefter knowledge of 
f | the Nature of Man, than any othee 
F | of the Law-givers, or all of them pur 
rogether can be conceived to have 
had; 
 _Butthere is a farther Diſcovery of 
Y Hite Matias, mheewich we are 
alſo: 


) 
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alſo gratifted by Theology: For be-;} 


| fides what the Scripture teaches us; 


of the Nature and the Will of God, 


it: contains divers Hiſtorical Accounts: 
Gf T may ſo call them)of His Thoughts, 
and Actions; The Great Alexander. 
thought \ himſelf nobly employ'd.,, 
when he read of the Grecian Actions: 


« 4' -£ 
in Homer's Veiſes 3. and, To know the; 


Sentimenrs of great and wiſe Per-, 
ſons, upon particular occaſions, is a. 


curioſity ſo laudable, and ſo worthy j 


of# an Inquifitive Soul, that the: 
Southern Queen has been more prais'd. 
than admir'd, for coming from the re-. 
moter parts. of the Earth, to hear the' 
Wiſdom of Solomen.. Now the Scri--/ 
Fture does in many places give our: 
Curioſity a nobler Employment, and; 
thereby a higher Satisfaction, than: 
the King of Macedon, or the Queen of 
Sheba could enjoy ; tor in many: places 
it do:s, with great clearneſs. and. in-; 
genu:ty, give ns accounts of what God; 
Himſelt hath declar'd of His. own! 
Thozghts, of diyers particular Perſons 


and Things, and relates, what He that; 


knows and commands all things, was 
pleas'd to ſay &do upon particularOc-# 


6afions. Of this ſors of Paſſages are thay 


chings, 


m_ 
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b g things recorded to have been ſaid by. 
al. | God to Noah, about the finful Worlds Geneſ.v;; 
20d, F roine, and that Fuſt Man's preſerva- 


untsS'Fl tions and to Aoſes in the caſe of the Numb, 

| Daughters of Zelophehad., © And of i). 7: 
naer © this fort are the Conferences, menti- 

'0.'»,F oned 'to have paſs d betwixt God 

100S'F and Abimelech, concerning Abraham's Genel. 
the, Wife; betwixt God and Abraham®** 
>er-,} ronching the deftruQtion of \Sodom; Geneſ 
'S 2} betwixt God and Solomon, about that *viij. 
thy if Kings happy choice ; berwixe God j;;."®* 
the and- Fonzh , abour the Fare -of the Jonah iv; 
is dF greateſt City of ' the World: ' And 

'I6-"F above all theſe,” thoſe two ſtrange and 

the” matchleſs -Paſſages, the one in the 

Clif firſt Book of Kings, - touching the « kings 
our-y ſeducing Spirit that underrook ro fe- *xij. tron 


whar paſ'd betwixt God and Saran, 5 ., *%... 
wherein ' the Deity vouehſafes notriJob ij. z- 
onely to Praife, but (if F may fo 
ſpeak with reverence.) to Gloty in a 
Mortal, - And the being admirred' to 

the knowledge of theſe TranſaRtions 

of anorher World ( if I may-fo call 

$ them ) wherein God has been pleaſed: 

ci} to diſcloſe himſelf ſo very much; .is' 

0629 an advantage afforded.us byuthe Seri-/_ 

4, WIS. pture 


and & duce 4hab's Prophets ; and the ether, "atna7 
han Þ char yer more wonderfn| Relation of  , 
I of 1 I ob J. 
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pture, of ſa noble 2 Nature, and ig 
unattainable by the utmoſt improye, 
ment we. our (elves can make of ou 
own Reaſon, thar, did the Scripturg 
contain nothing elſe that were very 
Conſiderable, yer that Book would 
highly deſerve our Curioſtty and Gra- 
ticude, | 
And on this occaſion, F muſt by 

Ro means leave unobſery'd anothet 
Advantage that we have from ſome 
Diſcourſes made us in the Bible 
Giace ic too highly -concerns us , not 
to be a very Great one; andit is, 
That the Scripture declares to us the 
Judgment, that God is pleas'd to 
make of ſome particular Men, -upog 
the Eſtimate of their Life and De- 
portment, For though Reaſon' alone, 
and the Grounds gt Religion in ge- 
neral, may fatisfie us in ſome mea- 
fare, that God is Good and Mercifal, 
and therefore *:« likely he may Pardon 
the fins and frailties of Men, and ac 
cept of their Imperfe& Services yer 
beſides that we do not know , whi 
ther He will Pardon, unleſs we havg 
His Promiſe of it z beſades this (Lſayy 
though by vertue of general Revelas 
tion, ſuchas is pretended 5o in divers 

6 67" woo 


cn) 

Religions, we. may. be aſſured , thac 
God will accept; forgive, and reward 
thoſe that ſncerely obey him, and. per- *<< Heb? 
form the Conditions.of the Covenant, Pla cllj, 
whether it be ;Expreſs, or Implicite, 7, 18. 
that he youchſafes ro make with. 
them ;: yet ſince ' tis He that. is the 
Judge of the Performance of the Con- 
ditions, and. of the ſincerity ' of the 
Perſon; and ſince He is. Omgiſcient, 
and a Kaplnyrwons,. and fo:.may 
know more 11] of us, than: even. we: 
know of our ſelyes; a concerned Cor-. , Job.ilj 
ſcience may rationally doubt, whether zo. 
in Gods Eſtimate Wy. particular man 
was ſo fincere as to be accepred. . But 
when. He Himſelf.is pleas'd to:give 
Elogiums (if I 'may with due reſpe6t 
ſoſftyle them) - to David, Fob, Noah,. 
Daniel, .&c, whilſt they were alive, 
and.to others after they were dead, 
(and.. conſequently having finiſhed. 
their, Courle,, were pals'd, into. an. Ir- 
reveſible ſtate); we may learn with 
Comfort, -both that the Performance 
of {pch.an Obedience. as God will ac- 
eeptbs is. 2 thing. really Procticable by 

eps and-:that even. great fins and 

{demeanors..are,not ( if ſeaſonably 
repenred of), certain evidences, that a 

8 7 hs man 
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man ſhall never be Happy in the fu. 
ture Life, * And ir ſeems to befor 
ſuch arinſe of confoletionto Frailmien' 
{ but nor at all ro encourage Licenti-: 
ous ones)'that the Lapſes of holy Per- 
ſons are ſo frequently recorded in rhe 
Scriptures. And bating thoſe Divine 
Writings, I know rio-Books in _the 
world; nor all of chem put rogether, 
that can give a conſidering Chriſti=: 
an, who has' due apprehenfions of th&- 
Inexpreffible Happineſs-or Miſery 'of | 
at! Immortal "tare in Heaven or in 
Hell;'ſo gret and- well grotinded' a. 
Conſolation, as may be-deriv'd from 
three or-fonr lines in St, Fohn's Ape- 
calypſe; whete he ſays,'Thar'he ſaw i 
Heaven a great multitude,not to be nam- 
bied,of al Nations, and Tribes, and Peo- 
ple, and' Tongues, flanding before the 
Throne, and before the' Lamb, clothed in 
white Robes,with Palwt(the Enſigns of 
Vidory) #» their hants;and the Praiſes 
of God ind of 'the” Lamb im 'rh&ir" 
mouthes. '-Fot from'thehice ave 'triny?. 
learn , that Heayerr'15*not ''reſeti#d” 
onely for Prophets, and:Apoſtles, atitt* 
Mareyns, and ſuch ezcrzordiniry Pers. 
ons, whoſe Sandtiry the Church ad-" 
tire, bur tha: through Gods good? 


(13). 

. neſs, multitudes of his niore Imper- 
fe& Servants have accels chither, 

Thovgh che. Infinite PerfeRtions 
and Prerogatives of the Deity be 
ſuch, that Theology ir ſelf can no 
more than Philoſophy afford us ax- 
other objeF forour Studies, any thing 
near ſo Snblime and Excellent, as 
what it diſcloſes to us of God 5, yet Di= 
vinity favours us with ſome other 
Diſcoveries , namely, about Angels, 
the Univerſe ,, and our own Souls, 


which though they muſt needs be in- 


feriour to the knowledge of God 


Himſelf, are, for the nobleneſs of their 
Obje&s, or for their Importance, 
highly preferable tro any char Natu- 
ral Philoſophy has been able. ro: at- 
ford irs Vararies, 

- Bur. before I proceed ro name any 


' more particulars, diſclos'd ro us by 
Revelation, 'twi:l berequiſice, for the 
prevention or removal of a Prejudice, 

- T0 mind you, that we ſhould nor make 


our Eſtimates of the worth of the 
things we owe to Revelation, by the 
Impreſſions they are wont nw to 


make upon Us Chriſtians, who learned 
divers of them in our. Carechiſms, 
and perhaps have ſeveral rimes mer 


G3 - wilt 
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be admir'd, that we ſhould not be 
ſtrongly affected at rhe mention of 
thoſe Truths, which (how valuable 
foever in themſelves) were for the 
moſt part taught us when we were 
ejcher Children, or too Youthful to 
diſcern and prize their Excellency and 
Importance, So that thongh afcer- 
wards they were preſented” ro our ri- 

er underſtanding, yet their being by 

hat time become familiar , and our 
not remembring that we ignor'd them, 
kept them from making any vigo- 
rous Impreffions on Hs, Whereas if 
the ſame things -had-been ( with Cir- 


diſcoyer'd to ſome Heathen Philoſo- 
an, who valu'd important Truths, 
and had nothing .but 'his own Reaſon 


onleſs have receiv'd them with 'won- 
der and joy, Which to induce us to 


' withmoſt of the Reff in Sermons, or ; 
Theological Books, For'tis not to 


cumſtances evincing their. Truth ) 


per: or other vertuous and inquiſitive 


'to attainthem with, he would queſti- | 


_ 


ſuppoſe' we have ſundry Inſtances, 
both in the Records of che Primitive | 
Times, and in the recent Relations'6f | 
'the Converſion of men t6 Chriſtia- 
pry among rhe People of China, Fa- - 


28) 
5 
"* 


Pay, 
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24n, and other Literate Nations,, For 
though bare Reaſon. cannor difcover 


Ir 

'O cheſe Truths, yet when Revelation . 
"e | has once ſufficiently propos'd them ro C 
df Her, (he can readily embrace, and ; 
le highly value divers. of them ; which 

ie | being here intimared ohce for all, I 

re now adyance'to name ſome of the Re- 

o velations themſelves. 

1d And firſt, as for Angels, Iwill noc 

t- now gueſtion, whether bare Reaſon 

i= can arrive at ſo much as'to. aſſure us, . 

y That there are ſuch Beings in Rirum 

ur Natura, For though Reaſon may af- 

n, ſure, that their Exiſtence 'is not Im- 

>- & poflible, and perhaps roo' not inipro- 

if bablez yet I doubr, whether *twere to 

r- meer Ratiocination, or clear Expeti- 

) | ence, or any thing elſe burRevela- 

d- tion, convey d to them by imperfe& 

re Tradition, that thoſe Heathen Philo- 

s, | ſophers, who believ'd thac therewere 


In ſeparate Spirits other than Hamane, 
i & ow'd that perſwafton, And particu- 
n- i latly 2s to Good Angels, I donbt, whe- 
to ther thoſe Antient Sages had any co- 
s$, vent Reaſons, or any canvincing Hi- 
"I ſtorical Proofs, or, in ſhort, any one 
unqueſtionable Evidence of any kind, 
vo larsfie a wary perſon ſo much as of 


T 2 a 


C3 -, the 


- 


Matth. the being wuch leſs rd. give a farther 
| 


XxV}. 93s - CES. ©,» 
Dan, +4, Account. ) of thoſe Excellent Spirics, 


10, Whereas Theology is enabled by the | 


| Joh, j-3- Scripture to inform us, that not onely 
Lukes thereare ſucki-Spirits, but a vaſt myl- 
35-36. titude ofthem ; Thatthey were made 
£91.15. by God and Chriſt, and are Immortal, 
xxiv. 36. and propagate not their Species; and 
Mark that theſe Spirits have theirchief Re- 
Match, - fidzncein Heaven, and enjoy the VYi- 
x/iij, 10. fion of. God,' whom they conſtantly 
16-1).23 praiſe, and ,puncually obey, without 
vj.o. having finn'd againſt him3. :That alſo 
2 Sam. theſe Good Angels are very Irtelli- 


XIV, 20. "u7] Ty tell 
Mak xiij. Sent Beings, and of ſo great power, 
od that: One of them was able in a nighe 
2 King, 


ix. todeſtroy avaſt Army ;. That they 
1 Thefl, have Degrees among themlclyes, are 
W.16 Enemies to the Deyils, and fight 

ude ix. 323 50-4 "4 » Wo | -(8y 
—_ againſt. them That they can aſſume 


eve]. 


OO xjj.7. times ewploy'd about Humane affairs, - 
AQs ij." and that not onely for the welfare of | 


; 8,9,10 


an,x. Empires and Kingdomes, bnt to. pros | 
a3. , rect and reſcue fingle Good meo, / 
ir. _ And thoughthey are wonc to appear: 
2 Kings in a Gazling Splendor, and an aſto- 
Yak Nithing Majeſty, yer they are All of # 
1,4, them miniſring Spirits, employ'd fs 
7 the . 


= 


4.8 


4.33>21- Bodies ſhap'd like ours, and yer dif> / 
_ +<Ik appearina trice 3 That they are ſome- - 


us: 5 


thogord of rh deſigned: e- $4: 19.” 


vaten.: And'they'ds not onely refuſe 29,4 4 
_ pron and Alta cher Reyel, FA 
to piy: it -ihwGody' but} #5 AS are Reval 
bxOnfe imadeby Jeſuy'© hitft who xxjj. 9. 
was true Man''as'well as'Gods fo 
they do: inns worſhip ig *%, _— 
eallhia ſimplyg248 his oh Fellcivers Math: 
were. were:wollt#td do, The Lara, but Revell - 
ile-chemſelves| Feow ſervant to/his 35:10; 


ciples; o} vi Witt: 5739 * JAR $i! 
_ -:And 1287 for-the' bthet”- © Kt ols 5 
though che Geitites! v4 wa Ps 


fophers as: others, were corijonly 
ryan ods as" Hor 


them ;ro: doubs' eter? PL Gd} 

were :rhs Seriprae” Ang Su wg 
: theyar enor'Se orifice | rs 

crediet: Beings £73 howeter: Taken: 


pk part of md worſhips them, 74 Job. vitj 


are wicket and #hptire Spirits, 3 
Enejniesto/Manitind; re of x.ber 
_ he Any co thei I "ug *Cae; 


wy 3. 
z Revel. 


een, 2 os 


fe Orae among 


(8) | J 

Jodss.; very limited; infomach tchir's- Legioid 
9ifo; Fr of them cannot invade ſo contempti#! 
blea thing as a Herdof Swine, with«' 
Jam.ir.7. Out particular leave fromr:God 3'Thut: 
zR6:-% nor onely Good Angels; ::bur Good: 
' * Men, may, by reſiſting! them, py 
them to 9 fight, and the fincere Chits' 

© Biany t gr dv'aje them here; (will be 

> Cog. thoſe; that ſhall-judge them 

vio3-*.- x As That their being immortal, 

March. * | make their miſery ſo tao [T That 
Jam. i, they.do themſelves helieye-and trem- 
19. ble at;thoſe Truths, they would per? 

(wade mento reject 3 and Thar they 

are ſo far.from. being 'able to confe 

that Happineſs, which-:their- Word 

| .--\. ſhippe rs expe&from chet,tharchen 14 
\ | ſelves. are,: ; wretched- ereatutes's)/7gu 

Th  ferv'din, chains of darkneſs ts thejuc 

*'c ment. of the great Day 3 2tiwhichthey 
March, ſhall be.doom'd to-iluffer everlaſti ing 
jane {ts torments ,. in. the, company-:of: thoſe 
; wicked, men that they. ſhall havep ed 

aids ON-;;:; 55 4. 20 
Wemay farther confides;: That: | | 

: to. things. Corporeal themſelves y 

© which the, Naturaliſt challenges as hit 

- Theme, we may -name 'pats 
ticulars, and-thoſe of thei moſt -comid 
 preheali ve" nature, and .greateſt Im 
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$f portance, whoſe: knowledge the:Na- 
»F ruraliſt muſt owe to Theology, Of 
which Truths I ſhall content my ſelf 
fl co give a few. inſtances in the World ic 


4Þ ſelf /-or the univerſal Aggregate of 


T chiogs Corporeals that being look'd 


i=£ upon as the nobleſt and chieteſt'Ob- 


J je&; that the Phyſicks afford us to 
8 concemplare. --- 7 0 | 
E- And firſt, Thoſe that! admit the 
E Truths reveal'd by Theology, do 
generally allow, that God is not onely 


; che: Author; - bur: Creator of 'the 


Wotld,. I-am;not:ignoranc-of whar 
Anaxazoras taughr, of what hecall'd 
ord 8g;—( and Tuly mentions )-in the 
emf produGion of the world; and that whar 
yo many orher Grecians afterwards taughe 
of the Worlds YEteraity, is peculiarly 
due ro: Ariforfe, who: does little: lefs 
then brag, chat:all the. Philoſophers 
thar preceded: him-; were 'of another 
mind- | [Nor will : I here'' examine 
(which Þ elſe-where do) whether, and 
how:far by: Arguments meerly Phyſi- 
ca};\the Creation of the World may 
be evinc'd, | But whether or no meer 
Natural Reaſon cax reach ſo ſublime 
2:'Tryths yer it ſeems not that it did 


mill ncually, where it was not excited by 
—_ _TT 


USL Reve- 


20) 


4 Kevelation:Diſcovery For thongh fin 


many.of the antient Philoſophers bes || giv 
liey'd the World to::have had a Begins fe 
nidg,.yer they all cook it- for granted, | Lit 
that: Matter had none nor does any | rati 
of them,:thar I know:.of, ſeemido' al 
have ifo "wuch as imagin'd, that.any | Ph 
Subſtance could'be' protiuced 'OUe cod of 
Nothing, Thoſe that aſcribe :mnch'Þ] an) 
more” to: God than '4riftetle, make | . 
Him to have giveth Forms onely;; nat Þ© anc 
Mettrr;tothe World, and to have buy | M: 
contriv'd the pre-exiſtent Matter into! ky 
this IND Syſteme: we call the Uni: Ro 
a} de 
' Nexty: whereas wery many: of the (#1 
Philoſaphirs thai ſoceerded-42ifare, || th 
ſuppaſe - the » World have been ||| thi 
#tcernals; and thoſe/chat-believ'd ir | mM: 
ta-have been protiuc'd,»had+. nor rhe | 
configenee' to: pre tend:.co the knows © 
ing how /old + ir [een] tialefs it-wete || it 
ſome: extravagant ;ambitious P | 
fuch 2s; thoſe favulons' 6 hidlidddns; : in! 
whoſe fond account'; reach'd oy 
$000d! of /500b0 years' 2: Theol 
teaches us, thit the World is vp fab 
from 'being ſo old by 30 was 
thouſand years as they, and -byriikry 
ny 0 diyers others wt A 
ſ\am'd 5 


; |» 
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4 into an; Allegory, as to overthrow the 
A Literal and Hiſtorical ſenſe ' of them. 


4 
Kc 


fum'd z anddoes, from the Scripttjre, 
Sive us ſuch at account of the age'6 
the World, thar. it has fer us *cerrain 
Limits, within” which ſo Tong a Du- 
rarion may be” bounded, 'witfiout mi- 
akin in our Reckoning, Wher-xs 
Philofophy leaves ys to che'vaſtiiels 
of Tndeterminare Duration.” W{thour 
any certain Limits at al}, * ©? 
The Time likewiſe, 2nd rhe Order, 
and divers other Citcumftapites of the 


0% Eo 10 


think Religionſo mach concert/d;/as _ . 

mayy 4, in their. Opinign and Pras __ ... 

aſe,” that would deduce” partienlar - » 
fitotems © of Narurs} -Phil6fophy 

from 'this tr that 'Exprefion” of 2 
ok, thar ſeems rather defibn'd +6 

mftrn of apy en that" Cors | \ 

poreal things. © ? fee no juſt rediſon''to 
mbtace their Opinion, tharwould ſo 

turn the two firſt Chapters of Texeſts 


And though Frake the Scripture Wy 
'3 : 


ded 1 


be mainly-deſign'd_ to. teach us nobler 
and. better Truths, chan choſe of Phil c: 
| loſophy ,, yetT am not forward to cons 
_ demn. thoſe, who think the begin] Ir 
Qing of Geneſis contains divers parti ge 
culars, in reference to the Origine offf ac 
things, which though not «nwarih ve 
or aloneto be urg'd in Phyſicks, may ve 
yer afford 'very confiderable Hints toll ni 
an attentive and inquiſitive Peruſer. 
- And . as. for the Duration of thG M 
World, which was by the old PhiJO 
loſophers held ro be Interminable th 
and. of which the Stoicks Opinion th 
that the World ſhall be deſtroyed bylen 
fire which' they held from the Fews) 
was Phyſically precarious Theology 
teaches us. expreſly from Divine Re 
velation, that the preſent courſe. o) 
Fivw, Nature, ſhall not laſt always, bur that 
Jun. one Day! this world ( ar, at leaſt chig 
Yortex, of ours . /) .ſhall - cither 
(which feems-far moreprobable) be 
Innovyated; . and, as, it were, Transfi- 
2 Per. ij. gur'd,. and that. by. the Intervention 
f, 39233. of that Fire, which. ſhall diſſolve and 
deſtroy the preſent frame of Nature; 
So that either way, the preſent Rate. of 
things ( a5 well Natural as Politiane 
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bler | , (33). 
Phidl cal ) ſhall have 'an' end, - 
coll And as Theology affords us theſe 
gin Informations about the Crearures in 
arthſj general; ſo rouching the chiefeſt np 
e off nobleſt of the viſible ones, Mex, Re- 
;h& velation diſcoyers very plainly divers 

ay very important things, where Reaſon 

of muſt needs be inthe dark. 

| And firſt, rouching the Body of 
thel Man 3 The Zpicureans attributed its 

i4J Original, as thar of all things elſe, to 

le ff the Caſual Concourſe of Aroms z and 
on the'$tojcks abfurdly and injuriouſly 

yl enough ( but much more pardonably 
ws) than their follower.herein, Mr, Hobbs ) 
28 would have Men to ſpring up like 
el Maſhrooms our of the ground , and 
* off whereas other Philoſophers maintain 
hath conceirs about it, roo wild to: be here 

high recited; the Book of Geneſis aſfires us, Ee. 
herfſ that the Body of Man was-firft forim'd 7” 
. onff by God in a peculiar manner; 6f aTer- 
befreftrial Marterz' and *ris' there 'de- 

li-J fcribed,'as having been perfefted'be- 
ion fore the Soul was (united ico it, '® * And 


nag as T beology thus teaches vs;* how'the 
real Body of Man had' its firſt beginning 5 
of ſoit hkewiſe aſſures'vs, whar ſhalFbe2 ag 
ti-=_ come of the Body after death; es 46 Xxiv.15; 
1 Jp Ae Natural Reaſon will feafee* be 
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Aas 
xXVij. 20, 
32. 


Gen. ij. 
Ads 
XV1j.26, 


Gen. ij. 
21, 22, 


Ads 
XxV. 18, 
Luke xx, 


35236» 


| _ : may. be deduc'd from the Lig 


«. 


(#4 \ # 1. 
pretended to reach.to (© abfſtruſe 8: 
difficult. an Article as: thatof a Reſur. x 
ion which , when propos'd. by : 
Paul, produc d among the 4% 

48 Philoſophers. nothiog elſe bur worell * 


deror laughter, k 
Nat to mention, _ Theology yl 4 
reaches us divers other rhipgs abou Þ 
the Origine and Condition: of, Mengfj t 
Bodies z as, That all Mankind is , chofſ * 
Oit- ipring 4p" One. Man-and one Way Y 
man; . That the firſt, Woman was na ®l 
made of the ſame Mayer,. nor. afcall 5 
the ſame Manner asthe firſt Man, bail £ 
was afterwards taken from his fide} JE 
That both Adam and. Ewe were not, aglf 5' 


many Epicureaus and other Philoſo! Jt 


hers fanci'd that the firſt men were 
5 Tafants s whence they « did,. AS 1 
da, grow, by degrees to, be mature ang 
complear Hamane Perſons, hut: wi . 
made. fo. all at agce 4,.a0d, That heres 
alrer,. a8 all mens. Bodies: ſhall ril 
{© they. {ball all ( or ar leaſt: ; 
chaſe of the Jad. }.þe keps from. eva 
dying 2 ſecond time, | 
as for the . Humane., ul D 
chaugh. 1 willingly grant, thas gi ig 


Bealonanclys touching its Fo 


> 


J EY (25) - 
inal Properties, and Duration; - yet -Di- 
ſur-} vihe Revelation © teaches it vs with 
by more clearneſs, and with greater 4u- 
ex. thority; as, ſure, he ehat made- our 
ond Souls, and upholds chem, can be} 
| know what they are, and how long he 
ay will havethem laſt, And & the Scri- 
owl pt ore expreſly reaches us, that the Ra- 
zf tional Soul is diſtin from the Body, 
as not being to be deſtroy'd by thoſe Marth. 
J yery Enemies that kill che Body- ; ſo © _— 
nor] about the Origine of this Immortal 
fcaff Soul ( about which Philoſophers can 
baiff give us bur wide and precarious con- 
Jed jeRures) Theology aſſures us, that the 
xl Soul of man had nor ſach an Origina- | 
0 tion, as thoſe of other Animals, bur Gen.) 7. 
ere} Fas Gods own immediate Workman- Zc*- =. 
- wall hip, and was united to the Body al- * 
and] ready form'd: 'And yer not ſo united, 7 ke xx, 
vera but that upon their Divorce, ſhe will 35, 36. 
rec] ſurvive, and paſs into a ſtate, in which Mhr's- 
riſe Death ſhall have no power over _. * 


(26) | 
of Nature, and particularly. has been' 
demonſtrated by your. great Des Car- 
tes, Buc you muſt give me leave to 
rell yop, that, beſides that a matter of 
that weight and concerament cannot 
be too well proy'd, and conſequently 
ought to-procure a welcome for all 
good Mediums of Probation; beſides 
this, I ſay, I doubt many Carteſcans 
do, as well as others, miſtake, both the 
difficultyander conſideration, and the 
ſcope of Des Cartes's Diſcourſe, For] 
grant., 'that by Natural Philoſophy 
alone, the Immortality of the Soul 
may be prov d againſt its. uſual Ene 
mies, Atheiſts and Epicureans. For the 
ground, upon which theſe men think 
it mortal, being, That *cis nor a true 
ſubſtance, bur onely a modification off 
Body, which conſequencly muſt pe- 
riſb, when the frame or-ſtructpre of the 
Body, whereto it belongs. is diffoly'd; 
Their ground being this, I ſay,/if we 
can prove by ſome Intelleaual Ope: 
rations of the Rational Soul, which 
Matter , however . modifi'd, cannot 
reach.,. That it s 4 Subſtance diſtintt 
few the Humane Body, there is 89 rea 
on, why the Diſſolution of the Latex 
ſhould infer che Deſtruction. of 1 ie 
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(37 , i 

Founer; which is 2 ſimple Subſlance; 
andas real a Subſtance as Matter it ſelf, 
which yet the Adverſaries affirm to be 
Tndeſtrudtible. -, Bur though by the 
Megcal Operations of the Rational 
Sou] z and, perhaps by other Medis 
ums it ray, -3gainft che EFpicureans 
and. other meer Naturaliſts, who' will 
not allow Godto have any thing todo 
in the. caſe, be prov'd ro.be Immor- 
tal in the ſenſe newly propos'd; yet 
wk ſame "I Wil not 09 that 
abfolutely 3t. ſhall never c4aſe to 

we diſpute with Philoſophers Gl 
admit,:as the. Carteſi ans. and , many 
othe: s do, that God is the ſole Crea- 


tor and Preſeryer of all things Fox 


how are we ſure but that God may 
have ly ordaind, + Fas though the 
Soul of of ' Man, by the continuance of 
his ordinary and upholding Concourſe, 
may ſurvive the Body , yer, as is ge: 
Herally beliey.d, not to be created till 
it be juſt ro-be infus'd into the Body ; 
ſo it thall be anfihilated when.ic patts 
With the Body, God. withdrawing at 
death that ſy orting influence, whicli 
alone kept it from relapfir ing to its 

fil Nothing, Whence it may appear, 
that: notwirhſtanding the Phyſical 
| WF. proo 
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ſponſiene Meditationum. Quod £3 #65 4 
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EL © - 48 I 
proofs of rhe Spirituality and feparzy 
bleneſs of the Humane" Soul, we are. 

er much beholding to Divine Reve-' 
lation for aſſuring us, that irs Duration: 
fall be endleſs: Ard now to thake 
good what I was intimating above, 
concerning , the Carteſians, and the 
ſcope of Des Cartes's Demonſtration, 
F ſhall appeal ro no other than hisown' 
Expreffions to evince, that he con-iN 
fider'd this matter for the main'as we! 
have.*done, and pretended to de- 
m&Mrate, that the Soulis a Diſtin& 
Subſtance from the Body; but not” 
thar abfolurely ſpeaking it is Immor-' 
ra), © Cay ( anſwets that excellent An-! 
thor) dz immortalitate Anime nihil. 
feripſerim, am dixi in Synopſis mearti 
atioun 09781 Core, 
pore diſtmttionem ſatis probaverim, 

Dnod wero additis, EX. 
diſtinitione Anime 4 corpore non fequi. 
ejus Imimortalitatem, quia nihilominus! 
aici puteſt, illam 2 Deo talts nature fas! 
dam tfſe, ut ejus Duratio ſimul cum} ; 
Daratione vite corporet pniatur, fatear: 
4 me refelli non puſſe. Neque enim Tans! 
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| "G).. 
i " Dorn Rwals coopitis; By, Sed 
of] A ebſoluta' De? preftats putyatyr, 
e- ſite ditreverit,ut hamane' eine i/ 
00 ders Tempo Fs efſe 4d wg quibus 
Kel Corpordque 3 folins Det 
(25 ett, reſprndete. Aa 4 if he Par, not 
he i 2ffume 1&6 demonſirare iby- Natnral 
n, | Reafon, fottiuch as che! OR ho 
ma che Soul afrer' death; tile 
N-' | capboieigh we may. well Mr ol 
wHY chit he w6le Tels raketbpon him r 
le-: dererndine;what'/h:#be che condition 
ict: of that Set ifter it eaves the Bot 
1th And thic'you may nor donbr;of chis, 
Ore: : will ul ive I 5s 'fqr it his pores! confef-" 
| he freely writ ir_ifr 7 private 
hi en: o' ttt” Admitable Lidy, rhe 
5} Princeſs Z1/£abeth, firft Diughrer co' 
or- Frederitt Ki rid Bohemia, Wy (cettis; 
18'have*defir'd His Opinion-'on tha, 
EXY important rink twhich he. 
q61Y (eds bertfis] me, Patt 290, Oh, 
piTY} 5.4%; ASro' oh Blot of che” 4 after” 
a=) this Life,'ni ic 15:fas; 
un idferiour "Hi of Fohatn rt (he 
carl means Sit 8+ ire Digby, or, , ering 
ans, as char which Religi yi "reaches. es. Us. 
'4<Y of ir, I-conf Pi that. 19% <fgSacural 
Reaſon we may indeed make maily 
conjectures roomown advantage; we 
RR” RD have 
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have fair Hopes, wil not any Aſſurances 
And accordingly. in the: next clauſe 
he gives the imprudence, of JUrring 
 whatis certain:for an uncertainty :as 
the cauſe why, according to Natural 
Reaſon, we-arenevertoſeek. Death, 
 Nor-do-1 wonder, he:ſhoyld be 'of. 
that mind. Forall thag,meer Reaſon 
can. demonſtrate, may, be.reduced r0; 
theſe two things 3 3 Ones that the Ra-) 
Furr Foul, » being an Incoexporeal Sub-; 
ance. there ,is no neceſlity that. it, 
ſhould periſh. with'che. Body; ſo that, 
| if God have not otherwiſe appointedg, 
' the Soul, may ſurvive the Body, |anc 
laſt for,ever:: .7he other, thar che Nas 
& of, the_Soul, according, to. Des| 


artes, conſiſting, in- ity, being a Subs! 
ance. nifing' ve may.1 conclude, 
thar, though, it be by death. ds 
from che, Body,. ic. will. "ertpelet ; 
rain y l, qwer of. thinking, 


either of Neſs ty 

TY S, or 1 = ſufficient ro enfey ho 
the Tr aration Fu feuh ,.t0; 
a. x conblering Ja, L 4 k may. ' e 
joſtly queſbog's HEL of 
Bos | 

ther athing preſn Dd. 
er A requiſite of, Felicity, than 3 a Þ 
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of it; and being in ic ſelf an adiapho; 
Tous ching, - aſſumes the nature of the 
Nate or condition co which is joyind, 
and does. not make that: ſtate happy 
or.miſerabie, bur makes the poſſeflors 
of it more happy or more miſerable 
than otherwiſe chey would be. - Ang 
though ſome School-men, upon Aery 
- Metaphyſical Notions, would: have 
men think ic is more eligib'e to be 
wretched, than not to be at allz yer we 
oppoſe to- their ſpeculative ſu- 
0 the ſentiments of Mankind; 
and the-far more conſiderable Teſti; 
mony of the. Saviour. of Mankind , 
who ſpeaking of the Diſciple that be- 
tray'd him; ſays, That i had brey Mark 
19d for that man if he had never been": **+ 
orn, And Eternity is-generally con- 
ceived to aggravate no leſs the mites, 
ries of Hell, than ir heightens the. 
joys of Heaven. And here we may, 
"jy conſider, firſt, That meer Reaſon can- 
'OF nor. ſo much 2s aſſure us Molly 
J that che Squl ſhall ſarviye, c 
NF For.che Tiuth of which we: oo -% 
7 onely Carteſins's Confeſſion, $500k | 
2 7 recices, but a. probable. un 
55:4 drawa.from the nature;of 
a. toe, P | Bf: Body and. Soul 5 were. 
14. OO 'D'3*© © broughe 


'-- if to ſome, of what kind thar will be; 


= WA , T7 
brought together , not by any 'me&. 
| Phykical hs hin and' fince their Aſ- 
ſociation and Union whilſt they. con- 
tinued rogether, was made-upon Con- 
ditions that depended ſolely upon 
Gods free and arbitrary Inſtitution 5 
fo, for onght Reaſon can ſecure us of, | 
one of the Conditions of that Aﬀo-. 
ciation 9149 be, That the Body and. 
Soul ſhould nor ſurvive each other. 
Secondly, ſuppoſing that the Soul be: 
permitted'to ouclive the Body, meer: 
Reaſon cannot inform us what will þe-" 
come of her in her ſeparate ſtate, whe- 
ther the will be vitally uniged to any 
other kind of Body or 'Vehicle; and' 


x 


_ and upon! what terms the Union will- 
be made, 'For poſſibly ſhe may be 
mitted to an unorganizd, or very im-'Þj * 
perfe&ly organjz'd, Body, wherein the || 
cannot exerciſe the fame Functions 


ſe, or at] 
A | 


| vxayie} £0. move,. though that does 
\f. | not, always. hinder them from being 
2n-| | obnoxious feel-pain. So that, for 
2. | ought we naturally know, a Humane 
on | Soul, ſeparated from the Body, may be 
nz | united £0 ſuch a portion of Marter, 
of, | that: ſhe may neither have the power 
| ft moye it, nor the advantage of re- 
Ceiving any. agreeable Informations by 
ts 1atervencians, haying upon the ac- 
cannc of that Union no orher ſenſe 
than that of pain, Byt let us now con- 
fider  whar will follow, if I ſhou'd 
I grant that che Soul will not be made 
| amiſcrable, by being thus wretchedly 
| macched, Suppoſe we then, char ſhe 
'} be lefe free to enjoy what belangs to 
11-8 her: own natare © Thar being onely 
| the Power of always thinking, it may 
m4 walbedoubted,whether ch'excrciſeof 
the | thatPower wil ſafice to make herhap» 
ons {| By; You will perchance eafily believe, 
we'l| #hatiTloye aswell as another.co encer- 
4 tain my (elf with my own thoughts, 
ies | £09 io enjoy; them undifburbed by 
ax | vidues, and ochier avacations.z I would, - 
is] nely accompanied by a Servent and 
41 Book; - go co dine at an Inn upona 
52. Reid,to eojoy my thoughts the more 
are] #lvforchac day. Buy yer, Lebiakythe 
lo YG: D 4 moſt 


"OR . ® 
moſt contemplative - -meni' would, 'a0 
leaſt in rime, grow- weary of think= / 

ing, if they received no ſupply of Ob-: 

jeds from withour, by Reading, See- 
ing, or Convetting ; andif- they alſo 
wanted the opportunity of executing | 
their thoughts, by moving the Mem-: : 
bers of their Bodies, or of i imparting! 
them, either by Diſcourſing 9,or Writs! 
ing of Books, or by making of Exfe-! 
riments. On this occaſion I remem=: 
ber, that 1 knew a Genitleman, whs: 
was, in Spain, for a State-crime, which! 
yer: he thought an Heroick "action; 

kept cloſe priſoner for a year in a 

place, where thoogh he had allowed 

him a Diet not unfit for a Perſon | f 

Note, as he was x yet he was not per- 

mitred the benefit of any Light, either 

of the Day or Candles, and was not 
accoſted by' any humane creature', 
ſave at cettain \times by the Jaylot, 
that brought hin mearand drink, but 
was ſtrictly torbiddenro convecſe with 
him. Now though this Gentleman 
by his diſcourſe appear'd to be a mah 
ofa lively humour, yer being ask'd/b 
me, how he could do to paſs the time 
it tha: ſad ſolitads; he. a 
nies dy. though be hace che ) 
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at Jof ons too and fro in his Priſon 
> ] and though 


A 
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by often recalling into his 


- | mindall the adventures -and other paſ- 

2 | ſages of his former life, and by ſeyeral 

> | ways combining and diverſifying: his 
ing Thoughts, he endeavoured: to: give 
- | his mind as much variety of: employ. 
ing ment as hewas able; yer thac would 
i=] not ſerve his turn, bur he was 'of-: 
= cxn  reduc'd, © by drinking : large 
m4 draughts of Wine, and then caſting. 
hs himſelf upon his bed, ro endeavour ro 
ich} drown that Melancholly, which the 
ion; want of new objects caſt him into. 
in 2} And I can eaſily admit, he found a 
.| great deal of difference berween the 


(ehe hadof thinking when he was 


J at liberty, and that which he had 

{| when he was confin'd to that employ- 

tf ment, whoſe delightfulneſs, like fire, 

'F cannot laſt long, when it is, as his 

| was, denied both fuel and vent, And, 

| ina word, thongh I moſtreadilygrant, 

ch] that Thinking interwoven with Con- 
man verſation and ARion, may:beca very 
2h} pleaſant way of paſſing ones Time, yet 
by] Man being by nature a ſociable: crea+ 
time] ture, I fear, that alone would bea dry 
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_ \ Before T. ptoceed-co the next Soh[ of 
. Qion, Imuſt nor omit t0-t3ke notions]. 
That though the brevicy I propos] a 
to my ſelf, keeps me from diſcopriing 
of ' any Theological Subjects , ſavy 
what I have touch'd upon about thell 
Divine Attributes, avd the things | 
\ have mention'dabout the Laiverſe in 
general, and the Humane Souls ye 
there are; divers other rhings, knows 
able by the help of Revelation, ad 
noc without it, thatare of ſo nobleand 
ſublime a-Nature, that the greated 
Wits may find their. beſt-Abilitig 
both fally exercis'd, and-highly graſs: 
nifi d by making Enquiries into themy; 
I hal not name for proof of: this thelfth 
Adorable Myſtery of the TriditySen 
wherein :'tis acknowledg'd, that thelly 
moſt ſoating Speculators are wont t@llge! 
bepos'd, orto looſe themſelves ; But nif 
T ſhall rather mention che Redemprionly-« 
of Mankind, and the Dectees of Godf+rir 
ſeem tobe leſs out of the Kean of 'oulanc 
Nacural Faculcies , yet 'tis into ſomghſer 
things that belong co the former of] die 
them, that the Scripture tells us, FbtIc+ 
Maprls defies wr ns OE: 


confideration of che latrey of chewileh: 
e - ? 14 ny $1 
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near nds one ther had been caopht 
» into the Manſion of the: Angels, _ 3 
cry out; ©.£&%©.; 8&c;: 
"Nor ze theſe the onely things hat 
| che Scripture it ſelf 'terms' Myſteries, 
by though, for brevities -ſake, inftead of 
0 4 ſpecitying any' of them," 'T ſhall con- 
"ig tence wy {elf ro repreſent to you mM 
4 general 5 that, fince Gods wiſdom is 
"yt boundleſs, ir may,ſure,have more ways 
Rd than one te diſplay ic (lf. Andechough 
way ehe-material World be full -of xhe 
FeRF Productions of his Wiſdam $ yer that 
_ —__ not but that the Scripture may 
ive cnobled with many excellent 1m- 
prefſes, and, as it were, Signatures of 
thelzme Attribute. For, as Twas be- 
Ygmnning ro ſay, it cannot but be high- 
by Vabiutions to the Deity, in whom 'all 
- {8Fother True Perfections, as wells Om- 
ul niſcience, are both united and” tran- © 
1008 cendenr, to think, that he-can'icon- 
trive no ways 'to "diſcloſe his Perfe- 
agctions, beſides the ordering of Matter 
yang Motion, and cannot otherwifeide- 
ae Give! to be the Obje@ of Mens' fu: 
of nd, and their Admiration, thao mehe 
of 7; of a Creator. 
"7 An T think, 1 might fey add; 
N ga beſides thefe Grand and Myſte» 
Dn rious 


{riousPoints I came from mentioning 
there/ are many other: noble and igy 
' portant” things ,.. wherein - unaſſiſtec 
\ Reaſon leaves us in the dark , . which 
.though./ not ſo clearly reveal'd, 'þ 
che Scripture, -are-yer in an inviting 
meaſure: diſcover'd- there, and: confs 
quently ; deſerve .the indagation-.g 
.a Curious and Philoſophical Soul 
Shall we not think ir worth enquiring 
whether the SatisfaRion of Chriſt-wg 
neceſſary to appeaſe; the Juſtice 
God, and purchaſe; Redemprion . far 
Mankind ? Or whether Gad, a 
Abſolute and Supreme Governouw 
of the World, might have freely r& 
mitted the Penalties of fin © Shall. m 
nor think it worth the. inquiring, ups 
on, what Account, and upon what 
Terms, 'the Juſtification of Men .; 
wards' God is tranſaed , eſpeciallyſſ , 
conſidering how much ir imports'us oh 
to know, and hoy perplexedly a Doyſf ,j1 
Etrine \nor in ir, ſelt abſtruſe, is wongf 0; 
to-bedelivered-? Shall nor. we. inquire ; . 
whetheror no the Squls.of Men, bee 
forethey were united to their Bodies, 
pre-exiſted in a happier ſtate, as man 
of the Ancient and Modern Fews:and Ws 


- Plaoniſts, and { beſides Origen). lomgll..; 
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Leartted Men of onr times do believes 
Andih3ll not ' we tbe: curious to-know, + 
whether,when the Sonl leaves:the Bo- 
dy, it do-immediately paſs ro Heaven 
or-Hell ((as*tis commonly believed, ) 
or for want of Organs, be lzid, as _1t 
. were, afleep in an inſenſible. and. un- 
TE active ſtare, till it recover the-Body. ac 
0 theReſurreRion * -( as many Socinians 
00y agdothers maintain: YOr'whether ic be 


»"Y conveyed into ſecrex Receſſes, where, 
S. thongh/ it be ina good or bad condi- 
-*"F tion, according to. what it did in the 
2 ' Bady;' tis yer-repriev d from: the 
ou q:mesof Hell, andreſtrain'd fromthe 

TY] Beatifick Viſion- 'zill the. Day:'of 
: ; ment? (: which ſeems te have 
The beenthe opinion'of,many, if not moſt 
1.0Þ of the: Primitive Fathers and Chriſti- 
iff ans.) Shall not we be curious toknow, . 
all 'S whetherat that great Decretory Day, 
S WH this vaſt Fabrick- of the World; which : 
Dos all confeſs muſt-have. its frame quire : 
Oh tharter'd,. ſhall-be:ſaffer'd. ra. relapſe 
"ION into. its firſt Nothing; (as ſeveial Þi- 
DEN vines aſſerts) or ſhall be, after its Diſſo= 
lution, renew'd to @ better ſtate, and, 
9 alt ere, Transfigurds And fhallnor 
"xe -10quire, -whether or no in'thar fu» 

" muy ane: & things which ſhall oe- : 


ver.” 


It 
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68) - 
Gen, ij. yer have anend; we ſhall know'o | Y 
. 23 22» another? (as Adans; abeake ava | 
'3**  outof his profound ſleep, knew Buy We 
whom he never ſaw before; ) and whe vb! 
ther - thofe | Perſonal Friendſhips/an{} 
Aﬀections, we had*for one noche 
here, andthe pathertick Confiderari ” y 
of theRelations (as of Father and $01 | 
Haosband and Wife ; Chaſte Miſtrigh it 
and Viztuous Lover; "Prince and $ | 
ject, 'or which many of 'rher wer F 
» ſhall 'concigues? Or wheel 
ther ll thoſe: 'things, as anciquated and} RE 
flight, thall be obliterated, and, 954 pl 
ware, ſwallowedup.e. ( as the fort Js Bad 
Relarion of a Coulin'a great way' off 10 
1s fcatorar all confider'd, when rhe [ 
Perfons come foto change their f Ie 
2570 'be' unired by the ſtrict Bonds'of of” 
'Mamiape; D 
'But *evvere "tedious: to propoſe al ; bs 
rhe other Points, whereof-the D;vimelic 
rakes cogaizance, ' that highly: merit 
an'joquificive' mats: curi ty; ated 5 
abouic which, all che Writings of 'r 
ol and _ —_ bay, | 
qphers. pur rogether, Pe, | 
« leis inflriibricn: thaw the foe Vo! 
lume of Canonical Scripeute.” g oreſes 
indeog', that ic may! Teverrhd1ef Ba 
objected, 
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vabſ6bjefted, thar in ſoxve of cheſe” Inqui- 
rh ries, Revelation incumbers Reaſon, b 
[delivering chins ,” which” Reaſon 
| 
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obliged co' make its Hypothefis con- 
indd fiſtenc with. Bur, befides that rhis caq- 
he bot be fo much as prerended bf a#; 
jo if. you confider how mach 'aniffiſted 
ons Reaſon leaves us in che dark about 
triad theſe macters, wherein ſhe has not 
tal] been able to frame much as. proba- 
eral ble dererminations, eſpecially in com- 
al pitiſon of "choſe probabilicies thar 
A Reſon can deduce from whar it finds 

pie way.or othet delivered in the Scti- 

ell prove : If 'y6u  confider this,, 1 ſay, 
Al you will, I ptefame, allow me'to fay, 


* 


re Keaton is obliged. to comply with, 
'offÞ? they be burvtes to ir, ate bar ſuch 
MBirdens as Feathers are ro n Hawk, 
a0 hich inſteat of Hindring his fight by 

welifeir weight," enable him to Toar to- 
rel yart Heaven, and rake a larger pro- | 
bd FE chibgs; chan,'if he hadnot fea- 

haJlthers, he could poffibly do, ” 
Al. And onthis occaſion, Sir, thegrea- 
alter Reyerence T owe to the Scriprure 
air elf, thanto! its Expofitors, preyails 
eaguÞdh me ro tell you freely, that 'you 
Caf pil! nor do right, cirker ro Theology, 
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or (the grearel Repoſitory of-its' 

Truths ) the Bible 3; if you | imagine 

that there are no. conſiderable Addi 
tions to' be made to_the Theological 
Diſcoveries we have already, nor ng 
clearer Expoſitions of many Texts of 
Scripture, ot better Refleions.., on 
that matchleſs Book, than are ro' be 
met with in the generality. of Coms 
mencators,: or of Preachers, withouy 
excepting, the Antient Fathers them 
ſelves. - For, there being in try opinis 
on two things requiſite, to qualifle 
Commentator to do right _ to by 
Theme,: ;a competency of. Ctiricd | 
Knowledge, and a Concern, for the 
Honout and Intereſt of Chriſtianity i 
general, aſſiſted by a_g00d Judgmenl 
zodiſcern and (ele ch&e, things. that 
may moſt conduce to it; I doubr, then ; 
are not many Expofitors, as. they. arg 
cal'd, 'of the Scripture, that. are ng 
deficient in the former 'of” thelacter of 
theſe particulars, and I'wiſh there. by 3 
not too many that are defective ig 
both, - s I 
_ That the knowledge of ar leaf 
Greek and. Hebrew is requilice: to. hinz 
that takes upon him to expound” Writ 
tings peng'd Originally in thoſe Laigl:. 
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ll Euages, if the natureof the thing did. 


not-man ſtir, ' you might"eali y be 
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Fe what groſs miſtakes rhe Ito. 
Fane of Languages has” ofrentimes 
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offi blemiſh'd nor 'onely the Jncerpreta- 
.onfſ gions of the. School-meh' and others, 
bel - tteven.thoſe of the Venerable Fa- 
ml thersofthe Church, For though ze 
nerally they were  wotthy ' men, and 
| highly && be regarded, - as the grand 
Wirtneffes of the Docrines and Go-- 
yernment of the antienr Churches ; 
'woſt of them very pious, 99any of them 
_ very eloquent, and ſome of them : 
{eſpecially the two Criticks, 0ri7eh 
and Ferom) very Learned ; yer (o few 
'of. the Greek, Fathers were $skill'd in 
Hebrew, and ſo few of the Zatin Fa- 
thers icher in Hebrewor Greek, that 
many of their Homilies, ' and even = 
Comments, leave hard Texts as ob- 
ſcureas they found them; and, ſome- 
rimes miſled by bad Tranſlations, they 
give them ſenſes exceeding wide of 
"the True: So that many times in 
their Writings they appear to be far 
| betcer Divines then Commentators, 
Vil. and -in an excellent Diſcourſe npon a 
- Text, you' ſhall find my a yery poor 
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much acomiafts of the D-" || .. 
yige.. Myſteries they .tteat; of, than || . 
Hnuilers,; And though ſome Modern || | 
Trane: theme : p Siem of. be- | 
| ver ejul, 4nd lets unaccurate-. F 
clay thoſe which the Latine Fathers 24 
us'd; .yet when I; read the Scriptures | +4 
(eſpecially. ſome Books of the Old © of 
Teſtament) in'their Otiginals,. I con- | . x 
fels I. cangot, .bur ſometimes Ce vE 


what | F pany FR the. my of fe if 
even 0:Our Modern Tran tg, FHep T 
zhey..ſhould. ſo much | Et 
ſometimes [njure certain Sung as Nl | F: 
dos and F am prone ;ro Tonk, l 


there-is ſcarce, a Chapter in.the. Bible Þ 
C eſpecially. that part, of, 18. which.is I. 
written in Hebrew.) that 700 nor. be . 1 
better Tranflated, and oequnly el 
more to the Credit, of the Book it Þ-£: 


This Credie it miſſes of, nor onely | 
by . mens. want of ſyfficient Skill in * 
Cricical Learning, bur (rocometo the. 
ſecond Member of our. late iviſion ) | 
For wane of, their - having, Z#dgment | 
enough ro obſerve,and Coxcerp.caqugh [2 
ro propoſe thoſe chings in arg | < > 56 


RY 


| ear 
- ow <p tab >, Mb: (obo menta- 
'S Depp: other Das char (chough 
i | erwil ſe perhaps pious men.) having 
- | :clpous'd a Church.or Party, and an 


6. ,Ayeifion, from.all Diſſenters, are ſo- 
s || -ligrops ,when .chey ,peruſe che ;Scri- 

"Þ vs to. rake, notice chiefly, if nor 

q (Imeaninpoiots, Speculative ) 

vY oc ole things; chat,may eicher ſugs; 

 , gelt; Agar againſt their, 4 Ver- 

* -ſayes,.or . Anfjyers, to their, (0) jecti- 

ic | ,o0s;' (But I meer, with much. tewer 

& ;T could wiſh, who, Mmake.it their 
aiveſs to [carch the Scriptures. for *peurgrs 
ir ||. thoſe things ( ſuch as unheeded. Pro- Tas Your 
e | - phecies, . over-look'd. MyReries., and Joh. v. 
is |: frange Harmonies), which being clear- 35-, 


£ ,# @f 


e |: ly.and judiciouſly propoſed, may. make * 
y | thay Book aPPr More'y of thehigh 
i ..Exrration it. c hallenges (and conſe- 
1-quencly. of the yeneration;of Confi- 
y ODS men) and who are ſollicitous to 
n {| -Diſcern and; Make, our,.in.the, way of 
|. Gaverning and of Saving, Men,. re- 
) Joyeal'd by God, ſgexcellenc, an. Oo: 
it pc and. ſuch deep Contriy 
” | a wiſe Diſpenſations, as may wm 
BE. to: Relig ofon, not [0 much as 
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"is Roman, or Proteſtant, or Soriniag, | - 
bur as*tis Chriſtian. But (as Tintima-[ 
' ted before) theſe: good affeRions for] 
the repute of Religion in general, atef 
robe aſſiſted by a deep Judgmenr,ſj _ 
' For men that want either Thar, or aff - 
good Stock of Crirical Learning, mayfi -- 
eaſily oyer-ſee the beft Obſervations] - 
( which uſually are not Obvious ) orff + 
propoſe as Myſteries , things that are 
either not Grounded; or not Weigh- 4 
ty enoughz and ſo ( notwithſtandingſ 
cheir good meaning) may bring a'Dilf - 
paragement tpon what they deſtre tq 
Recommend, And I am willing t 
orant, that "cis rather for watt of 
good Skill and good Judgment, thag 
good Will, that there are fo- few that % 
have been careful co do right to theſ -; 
Reputation of the Scripture, as well a 7; 
to its Senſe. And indeed when I cot} i? 
ſider, how much more to the Advanſſ7; 
tage of thoſe Sacree Writings, and aff - 
Chriſtian Theology in general, divenf 
Texts have- been explain'd and dif} 
' Cours'd of by the Excellent Grotiasd - 
' by Epiſcopins, Maſims, Mr. Mede, andy - 
Str Francis Bacon, and ſome other Latel *: 
great Wits (to name now no'Livingl 
ones) intheir ſeveral kinds 3 than theſe 
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... | Game places have been handled. 
im. ilgar Expoſitors, and other Diyi 
"6 | And when Itemember too, that 
10. of theſe newly named Worthies was at 
» ©} oncea great Philoſopher, and a grear 
"* Critick 5 (the three firſt being nor ſo 
TJ 'well vers'd in Philoſophical Learning, 
1 andthe laſt being unacquainted with 
"# the Eaſtern Tongues : ) 1cannor bur 
| hope, that when it ſhall pleaſe God to 
. 0 tir up perſons of a Philoſophical Ge- 
"SJ nius, well furoiſh's with ' Critical 
"2 Learning, and the Principles' of true 
* Phileſophy, and - ſhall give them a 
| hearty Concern for the' Advaricement 
ofthis Truths 3 theſe men; by exer- 
a *cifiog upon Theolo ical matters, thar 
ay "Inquiſiciverieſs and Sagacity that has 
= 'madeinour Agefucha happy Progreſs 
1 in Philoſophical ones, will 'make Ex- 
F plications and Diſcoveries, that will 
"A Joſtfic more rhan I have ſaid in praiſe 
bp "ofthe ſtudy of our Religion and the 
200 "Divine Books thar contain the Arti- 


* F: "es of ir, For theſe want not Excel- 
Ty Tencies, but onely skilful Unvailers, 
"OY -And if I do -not tell you, thar you 
4 ſhould no more meaſure the Wiſdom 
-=21-of God. couch'd in the Bible, by the 
"x4 loſſes or Syſtems of common Expo- 
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cors Preachers, an mate 
che pd dome he his expreſs'd in 
contriyance . of the Fd by Magi-: 
y44S Or Enflachius's. Phyfickss ye 5 
ſhall nor ſcruple_ro-ſay., That-: 'you | 
ſhouldas lictle think, chat there E no 
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more Myſteries in the Books of Ei- 
pture, beſides thoſe that the Sc ool- 
Divines and YVulgar, Commentatojs 
haye taken notice of, and unfolded, ; 
as that there are no other Myſterie: 

the . Book . of Fore than t fs 
which che ſame $ bool-aien ( who 
haye gaken upon them to. IU 


"TL.ES 


Foent phe 
teem,. as the fight 
y. difletted, c Or. the 

unadorn' d chal di of its: Uu- 
ure, and the admirable uſes. fLN its 

ſeveral parts, in Schener's 2 | 
Des-Cartes's Excellent, *Diop! wi 
And.-though I da not think 865 
bound co acquieſcein, and admires 
ty thing thatis propos 'das M neva oy 
and Rare : by many Vaiptertls as 
| — Preachers 
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as theiz. | NaLure and *.S,QNaten 
_ the E4 would 
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ou Tr to a Phil6ſophical, 38/ſi 2 

well: asCtitiesl; Sp lator, Foal | 
ew pleaſe; 2 Rational Confidersr'y [x 
and give- him 'a_ higher, as well as z| 
berter” gtotinded,' Veneration for the! 
ching$expjain'd, than a /great many of 
thoſe! leighter ' of ' ll-founded' Re: 
marks; whetewich the Expoſitions and 
Diſconrſs of Superficial” Writers ; ,” 
though never fo'florid or witty, gain. 
the applauſe of the kris diſcerning ſort! 
of men, 

And hehe; 'on: his occaſion, 1 lh 
vein ro add, that Fleſp: 
that aforcher uſe bw Cm 
Phooghen Fil ei 
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"fuck? an Epoctes 41] mean, | 
"me-thinks; that the = Y & 
us g; b= eyen x men of Ro 
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sd eough to. comprehend. all 


& that the Reaſon of a Man, improv'd 


by Philoſophy; -and elevated by 'the 


7 | Revelations already exrant inthe Scri- 
|prure; may, by the help of free Rati- 
| ocination, and the hints ' contain'd 
:[in* thoſe (pregnant. Writings (with 
[thoſe aſfiſtances of  God's' Spirit; 
[which he is ſtill ready to vouchſafe 
| to them thar duly ſeek them, Jattain 
| ufro in this life.” 'The Goſpel COMm- 


iſes indeed, and unfolds the whole 
ery of Man's Redemption,” as far 
Melts *ris neceſſary to be known for 


.| onr' Salyation: And the Corpuſcula- 
; | yigms 'or Mechanical Philoſophy , 


irives' to deduce” all the proc wn+ th 


.| of Nature from Adiaphorous Matter, 


and Local Motion, Bur neither the 
Furidamental DoRrine of - Chriſtia- 
'Hity; nor thar/of the Powers atid Ef- 


; Felts of Matter and Motion, ſeems ro 


be morethanan{Epicycle (if I'may ſo 
<all it) 6f the" Great'-and Univerſal 

'of Ged's*Contrivances';-aridl 
| aikes bar a'patt'6f the more eneril 
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"be POE: 
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| Wheory: of things;- knowable by the 
eh Natuteimprov'd by: theTn- 
tidy of ODER. Sorthac 


both 


Ads xx, 


ny = 9 _ 


s. of, Theology, ES: 
__ phe members 


verſal. Hypotheſis , "whoſe Objeds 1 
conceive; to be the, Nature, - Connſels 
and. Works of God, 4s far as they. = 
diſcevgrable by us ( for Lſay notto Wc 
in this Life. 
Fox; thoſe , to. whom God. has 
vouchſafed the PoVieiage 4 if 
Reaſpn-, ſeem- not to enlarge thi 
thoughts enqugh, if they. think, 
\ the Omniſcienc. and A mighty. i 
has bounded the Qperations of. 
Payer, and Wiſdom, and Goodngls, 
40, the Exerciſe that may be given 
them for ſome Ages,:by the 
cign and Governyent. of Matteran 
Motion, and of the,Iohabitaats pt; 
Terreſttial Globe, which weknow, 
bebur-aPhylical Nojytiin hoon 
of that ;Portion of Alnigerfal Mane, 
_ which we have aleatlyiſcover'd., - 


For. I, account, that, qo arg four | 


grand. 1a 6g om Y- 

mherept thingy, .meetly | 

one ut one;the es 
from theſe, are di 

another, Ofche £1 come 


of” ASS 


op a 232.257 $oeneo> >. 


—” 


£3- 


oc JH >. 
m_ 7 a Ko 


| al _- OT. 

"INS F Minkind, Tneellednal Beings 
6% F ' # vitally af iared with Grols and 
phy, « Men Bodies. The ſecond'are 
Pxinons,. or evil Angels; and” che 
? [| third, good Angels, whether inezch of 
felt] tholerwo kitds/of Spirits,the Rational 
{251 Beings be perfectly* free from 11 uni- 
41/00 with Matter, though never {6 fine 
0714 and fubrile;, or wherher chey beunired 
ANT To Vehicles, torGroſs, bur Spitituons, 

nd otdifariy inviſible to Us.) 


REF © Nor may we think, becavfe An- 
| and Devits are rwo names guick- 


urrer'd, ani _ Spirits: are"(e)- 
ome or never ſeen by ns, there are 

*therefore_ but few of chem, andthe 
*$pecularion'of* them is 'not''totifide- 
_rable, For, 4 their Excaicy is 

Forts (as we ſhill'by and by few) fo 
| For their namber, = are reprefenred 
| "iti, Scriptute | as eavenly* Tot, 
"Aanding dn ihe phe 4nd tefr hand of 
367, | "rhe Throne of God. Ant! of the good Matth. | 
7 | - Angels; our Saviour Speaks of beving **"): 53: 
our | hore than'tw elve Legions wf chem ar 
"hiscotmand.. ' Nay, chePropher-Da- D... wi 
welfaich, rhat © the Unticnt of: days, 10. 
9fels "rhah tniftions "miniſtred unto 
| ; Fo hanffteds of millions food 
." And of the'evil "_ | 


&þ Ce 


Mark v; 


Fuke 
Viij. 30, 
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ro. t of betwix ſix and ſeyep 


morioa [and its effets and conſequents 


on other Bodies, or the Brain of man, | 
without being capable of any True, | 
or atleaſt any Intelle&ua,Perception, | 
or true Love or Hatred 3... and when I | 
confider the Rational Soul as an im- | 


« material and immortal Being , that 
bears the Imageof its. Divine Maker, 
being indow'd with a capacious Intel- 


le, and a Will that go Creature can | 


force: I am by theſe Conſiderations 
diſpos'd..to think, the Soul of Mag a 
nohler and more valuable Being, th; 

the whole Corporeal Worldz whi 

choughlT readily acknowledgeit to be 
admirably contriy'd,: and worthy of 
the- Almighty. and - Omniſcient Ay- 


the Goſpetinforms us, that enoughtg |- 

. call chem a Legion (which you-know |. 

is uſually. reckon'd, at a moderate rate, |. 
conſiſt 


thouſand ) poſleſs'd. one fingle man, | 
For my:part, when I conſider, that 
matter, how vaſtly extended, and how | 
carionfly.ſhap'd ſoever, :is bur a brute 
thing, that 1s onely capable of Local | 


thor, yer it. conſiſts bac. of an Ag- | 
gregate of Portions of brute Matcer, | 
variouſly. ſhap'd and connected .by- 


Local Motion ( as Dow, and RAG: | 
_ | ; E, F- 
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.and Loves, ahd'Cakes, and Permicel- 
* 1, Wafers, and Pie-cruſt, are all of 
"them diverſified Meal; )) but withour 
any knowledge either 'of their own 
Nature, or of that of their Aathor, or 


of that of their Fellow-creatures. And 


- as the Rational Soul is ſomewhat more 
. noble and wonderful, than any thing 
' meerly Corporeal, how vaſt ſever 

ir canbe, and is of a more excellenr 
| Nature, than the curiouſeſt piece of 


Mechaniſm in the world, the Hamane 


© Body; ſo to enquire what ſhall become 
| of it, and what Fares it is like to un- 


dergo hereafter, does better deſerve a 
man's Curioſity, than to know what 
ſhall befall the Corporeal Univerſe, 


| and might juſtly have been to Nebu- 


chadnezzar a more deſirable part of 
knowledge, than that he was fo trou- 


| bled for want of, when it was adum- 
brated ro him in the myſterious &c. 


Dream, that conitain'd the CharaQters 
and Fates of the four Great Monar- 
chies of the World. And as man is 
iftruſted with a Will -of his own, 
whereas all material chings move onel 


24 asthey are mov'd, and have po ſelf- 
127 4 determining power, on whoſe account 


| they can refiſt che Will ot Gods and 
T.. 2, > 8S 
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2 allo.of Angels; ar: leaſt.fome Of-*| 
dersof chem, are of; a higher Que 
(if T;may.jſo ſpeak ) rhan. Humane» 
Souls 10; tis.very probable,that inche? 
Government of , Angels , whether: 
goed or-bad,.thatareIntelleual Yo- Þ 7 
luneary \Agents, there is-requir'd and || %; 
employ/d.far greater-diſplays of Gods | w 
Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs, than Þ'n 
in the guidance of Adiaphorous. Mat- | *e 
'ter;..and;{the method of. God's Con- | 
ductin-the.Governmenr of theſe,..is a 
far nobler Obje for men's Concem- | *Þ 
plation, ;'thanthe Lays, according, ro | tr 
which che parts of .Matterhic againſt, JI 

and-juſtle, one another, and theeffects }'n 


or refules:;of fuch- Motions, 


Aad., accordingly .we.; find:in, Scri- | i 
pture, thar, whereas about the. produs | C 


ion of the material. World, andthe 


ſerting of the frame of Nature, God || þ 


employ.d:; onely a:;few commandin 


Words, which ſpeedily had their-full Jt 


effes;to goverathe Raceot Mankind, 


even-inorder.to their own Happineſs, 
he employ'd aor' onely Laws; and : 
Commands, but Revelations, Mira», }: t 
cles, Promiſes, Threats, Exhortations, © 
Mercies,. Judgments, and divers. other : 

Methods :and 'Means; and yet -ofteny © 


rimes, | 
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'Gice by 


riopgh did in the farhieplace; 
herefore, whe "71 looked that it tel 
orth grapes , brought © *3rforth 


1 ' Crap es? and * ro cothplany' of 


wed, as by thar very Prophet he'Uid 
hen of'7 tl, 1 have (p ſpread ont "my 
ban +alli 4a to a rtbellipus ' people, 


Tor not to wander t roo far i in rhis di- 


: biellipa, what 1 we. have ſaid | of Men, 


Feder it | probable,” thar' the 
= Artibutes! of God are thoreTig- 
"nally exercis'd, and made thore*con- 


2 ppienous in the” making*and'goyetn- 


of each'of the' three Tarelledual 
To Poites, than'ia the faniing arid 
b Toldne, th 3 Cine? of” meer 
Fo th 12s. "And fince all Iminate- 
ial. Subſtances, are for thatreafon ny- 
ay Immortal, and the Univerfal 
Marrer is beliey'd” ſo roo,” NS 
thoſe Reyottions.,. thar* will'tra 
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| it rot T6 v.45 
176 be Noe, 10? gt Phat PF, 
" FE t done it ? het hadjbftcHbſe*to 


Ifa.lxy, 2} 


th the Day of Jud ment.” ein 


though probably not the Maiter, yer 
"Ehat | are and; conſtitution of it, on 
|. whoſe oe. iccount_it is This World, will 
[* delttoyed; and mike yay tor quite 


REW 


new. Frames and Sets of things corpo- | + 


each of rheſe Intelleual Communti- 
ties, will, in thoſe numberleſs Ag 
they ſhall laſt, cravel through I know 
not how many ſucceſſive changes and 
adventures ; perhaps, I ſay, thele 
things will no leſs diſplay, and brin 
glory,to the Divine Attributes, tha 
the Contrivance of the world, and the 
Oeconomy -of Man's Salvation; 
though theſe be (and that worthily. 
the Objects of the Naturaliſts and the 
Divines Contemplation, And there 
are ſome paſlages in the Propheticil 
part of rhe ei org and eſpecially 
in the Book of the 4pecahpſe, which 
asthey ſeem to intimate, that as God 
will perform great and noble thing 
which Mechanical Philoſophy never 

reach'd to, and which the generality 
| of Divines (cem not to have thought 
of 3. ſo divers of thoſe great things 
may be, in ſome meaſure, diſcover 
by an attentive Searcher into the 


Scriptures, and that ſo much to thefſ. 


advantage of the devout Indagator 
that St. Fohn, near the beginnin of 
his Revelations, pronounces them haps 


21, that read che matters contain'd a 
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| ehaphery, us AY M199 2 MR). 72, 
ferne . the ' things writ- * /is rejider - rhe Original 
<ea cherein, Which im- Nl (ores br 7 ane 
z 10emsS more 
\ that by heedful preg tory: _ ſenſe of 
. Ng 15a ritic Mm 
comparing together mh fo, ered 59: me by an-emi- 
Jadicarions  cqughed in-6Þ hematician'as well 
thofe Propherick Wrir-vf vii who took notices 


word 7vpe- isus'd 
ang, - with Evencs and { th jy Heli _— 


Occurrences. in' the Af- Arc, to.oxpreſs the Aftrono- 
4iits. of che World, and pf Eo ont 
[the Church, we may by, 23 OphoGilons, an} oches 
diſcoyer much- of che(CeleBial Pheppmene, 
.adinirable Oeconomy of _ -/ 
{Providence - jn- the Goveming of 
-both i: And T am prene eo think, che 
_.rady. mm roway _ ſuch great and im- 
s, tobe ia Gods account 
*- = vouchfatements, not onely 
- becauſe of the: cicle of Happy is here 
[given to hum that attains chem, but 
-becauſe che two. perſons, towhom che 
great diſcoveries of this kind were 
ade, I mean; the Propher Daniel! and 
_Sr:4ohs, the firſt is by the Angel aid 
to be, on that account, perſon bighly 
 favoer'ds: 2nd: the ocher is-in the 
. Gaſpel repreſented as our Saviour's 
- belaved' Diſciple, - And you. will 
-the . more. eafaly. think the fore- 
| | knowledge of the Divine Diſpen(- 
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 «: * *2fions gatherable"from Scripture'to.be | 
.-iz1.> - highly valuable, if you-confider, -rhat, 
- © * "according to St, Pawl;/thoſe: very. An- | 
FI _.gels-thar 6 —_ Principalities and. 
 FRuT%” Powers in heavenly pleces,learnt bythe | 
I: _ 1©.Church ſome abſtruſe/pointsof —_ 
Sec. . ... ifold wiſdom" of God,”\ But I muſt no'|* 
33... longer indulge Speculations., that | 
. ©. -, would carry my Curioſity beyond the 
" bounds 'of time it ſelf,//and itherefore-Þ 
beyond thoſe that ought ro'beplac' 

to this oceaſional excurſion. | 
And yet, as on the. ore fide, T:ſhall 
not allow-my ſelf the-preſumprion/of 
framing' | conjectures: about (thoſe re- | 
. mote Diſpenſations,; which will nor, 
moſt of- then, have: a-beginging 'be- 
fore- this world ſh4l:have an end ;{o. 
.on the other fide; would not diſcou- 
rage'you; or any. pious Inquirer;: from 
endeavouring to adyancein'the know- 
ledge of thoſe Ateributes' 6f God, 
that may ſucceſsfully: be-ſtudied; with- 
out prying into the Secrets of thefy- 
rure, 1017 
And here, Sir, tet me freely confeſs 
' toyou, that Tam apt to:think, rar, | 

if men were not wanting to Gods glo- 
ry, and-their own: fatisfaRtion, ing 
would be far more Diſcovezies made, , 
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f: if 


A 2nzre yet attain'd to, of the Divins 
ftribuces, When we conſider the 


- moſt ſimple or uncompoutided Eſſence 


of God, werhay' eaſily be perſwaded, 


that what belongs to Any of His At- 


tributes (ſome of which thinking men 
* generally admire ) muſt be an Obje&t 
. pf Enquiry exceeding Noble, and 
-worthy of oiir knowledge. . . And yet 


| the abſtruſeneſ(s of this knowledge is 


not in All particulars ſ6 * invincible, 
but that I ſtrongly hope, a Philoſophi- 
Gal Eye, illuſtrated by the Revelations 
Excant inthe Scripture, :may. pierce a 


' great deal farther than has yet been 


one, into thoſe' miyſtetious Subjeas, 
which are 100 often ( perhaps out of a 
miſtaken Reyerence ) ſo pootly hand- 
led by Divines and Schoolmen, chat 
not” onely What, they have taught, is 
nor. worthy of God ( for that's a _ne- 
ceſlay, atid therefore excuſable, defi- 
ciency) but roo frequently ic is not 
worthy of Men, I mean, of Rational 
Creatures, that take 'upon' them to 
ereat of ſach high Points, and inſtru& 
others abour then. And T queſtion 
not bt yout Friend will che Jeſs ſcru4 
ple ar this, if he call ro mind thoſe 
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aſe” the preg God, thi el | 
: bs Maſter Carteſivs, thop gh but | ch [ 
derarely yers'd in the SN, has: | 
ſented us with. Nor do I dope] ph 
JUL thatamuch reater progreſs wk an 
be made in the Diſcovery of Subje 
where, chongh we can never know. wh 
all, we may fill know farther, if Spe-; | pa 
culative Genius's would propoſe to: | In 
themſclyes particular Doubts and En- | w 
quiries abour particular Artribures ,*| ha 
and frame and examine Hypotheles, fre 
eſtabliſh Theorems, draw Corollaries 3 | x6- 
and (in ſhort) apply to this ſtudy the | ©] 
fame fagaciry , affiduity, and atten» | all 
tion of mind, which they often im- 
ploy about Inquiries of a very .much,: 
igferiogr paturez infomnch as Des-. 
Cartes ( how profound a Geametrician, 
ſaeverhe were) confefles inone of his: 
Epiſtles, that he emplay'd aq lefs then} 
Fd weeks to find i erp of a Pro-. 
ry or .queſti FX Lhe 108] 
07 45 Was ed £0, andco 
--#-.. for Geomerrical $; rolarg ach, 
that when he had found ar famoug. 
Propoſition, which makes *w 471th, 
in FPeclids I, Book, he is rodrgg 
have offer'd a ecoramb, ta'ex 
oy and gratitude- for the Dilc aces [i 
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£ | which yet" was. but of one Pr 
= | of one ſort of Right-lin'd Triangles. 
dS; | And certainly if Chriſtian  Philoſo- 
be. phers did tightly eſtimacez how noble 
ht. | and fertile Subjects the Divine Artri- 
ts, | butes are, they. would find in/them 
W | wherewithall to Exerciſe ' their beſt 
& parts, as' well as - to Recompence the 
to'f Imployment of them. - But- becauſe 
n- | what I would diſfwade, does nor: per» 
S >| haps proceed onely from Lazineſs; but 
5,1 from-a Miſtake g av if there: were little 
$3 | t0-be known of ſo Incomprehedtfiblean 
3X | Obje& as Gad; fave that- in General 
N- | all is Actributes are like himfelf; Ins 
| finice and canſequently aot co be tals 
| ly Known, by Humane Linderftande 
- | ings, becauſe They are Finirey © ſh1lt 
Lf add,, that though-ic be rae, char | 
Sf Reaſon of God's FTnfinity; we ca 

Lf Comprebend him, that is, have'a full 
- | and ddtquatt knowleder' of bans yer 
1 we. may not onely know very: many 
« | things concerning him, bur, which 1s 


owledge. As, to doubt; 


| Pythagoras (newly mention'd ) knew: 
Q,-f very well what a Triangle was; andwas 
© acquainted_ with divers of irs: Proper-- 
£1 ues: and  AﬀeRions before: he diſco-- 
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make'an Endleſs Progreſs 


Ta. yj. 
23 3, 
Luke jj, 
13, 14, 
Revel, y. 
Ti,12, 


ry oneof them; which yet they can 
peyer but ImperteRtly do, 


(who pretend not to be a Mathema 


089) 
verdrhar-famous One: ''And chough|'G 
fince him , Eeclid, Archimedes ;- and] pt 
.other '' Geometricians "have demott| a! 
-Krated;;1' 1 know not+ how many] tr 
other Aﬀections of the: fame Fipurej-W 
yetthey have not to this day 'Exhats 
fied the © SubjeR: And | poſſibly*;-BÞ 


tizan)may nowand then.in managing 
certain Aquations I had 'occafion for, 
have:lighred upon ſome Theorems 
abour Triangles, that occurr'd notto}* 
anyofthem, The Divine Actribureg] 
areſuch fruicful:-Themes;-and 10 wot-[ 
thy of our Admiration, that the: wholeſ 
Fabrick of the' Univerſe;/.and all the 
Phenomena exhibitedih ic; arebut Ims|* 
perfeR Exprefſions'of Gods Wiſdom;| 
and ſoine few of his other Acttribuces 
And {1 do not much marvel, 'thar' the] 
Angels themſelves are repreſented 
in - Scripture as imploy'd in'Adoring] 
God, and Admiring his PerfeRions; 
For even they being bar Finite, "'can'l] © 
frame bur inadequate Conceptions "of: 
Him; and conſequently muſt Bn- 
deavour 'by many: of them to make 
amends for the Incompleatneſs of ewe-/ 
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54 BC, 
+ EL 


qurEaquiries inco his Natute. and. At-. 

tribures,, . For G not-now to.examine 

whether i»fini9, chough cxpreſs'd.by 
a Negative: word; be/not, a, Poſitive. 

'thing in God-) we:may, notwithſtand- 
ing his Infiairy, diſcover-as much of 

him as our Natyre is capable 'efknow- 
- Amt SYASAG, it. to him that 

is drinking in a River, that he cannot 

| Erink- uprall theavater, it he-bave li- 
{berty, fully{:t0- quench his thirk,; and 
:tgke inas much Liquor as-bis Romack 
-caconitaingr1 ofinity therefore ſhould 
hog hinder us:from-a Generous Ame 
- bition:to. leato as:much- as we can of 
- an Obje&;! whoſe: being;Infinite+ does 
but make our: khowledge of-.it the 
more noble ;and;'defirable; ; which in- 


: deed it is in-ſach: a degree; (that. we 


need not wander-that the Angels are. . 


tepreſented--as never weary of their 


+ Employment --of contemplating and 


praiſing God, For, as T lately intima- 
ed, that they-can have bur, inadequate 
Idea's of thoſe boundleſs Pertetions,: 
-and by no fiumber of choſe Idea's can 
arrive to- make-amends for - the In- 


1] -compleatneſs of them x ſo it need nar 


ſeem 


; F 4 


(68) 
ſeefiiftrante that. in'freſh: Diſtories| es 
of new Parts: (if Trnay fo call chem g's 
of the 'fanie” Obje&@, it' being/ſ#-h"'@ Jin 
one. they ſhould find gobter and hap<J by 
pier- Entertainments then any whe 
Elſe vatiery could mertamd 


F 4 
any T"T71} > 


Th frail Sets, 


TAving thus .rakcv {-nqdce ? oh, 
I Þ ome Particulars of 'thoſe: many 

which may be employ'd roſhew, how 
Noble the: 0bjetts are; that Fheolo»- 
gy--propoſes -to be:ccontempfared goJ! 
now proceed to'ſome Iderations | 
that may:make: as ſenſible howi grear | 
an Obligationthere-lies on us, to addith. 
our ſelyes ro the ſtudyof them}: 107714 

\'Yerof the Particulars:whereon his: 
Obligation may. be grounded, I: ſhalh- 
now name bur-two, they being indeed. 
comprehenſive. ongs , Obedienpe, and- 
Gratitude, © 

And firſt let me repreſent, that ie 
needs not, I ſuppoſe, be ſolicitouſly 
proved, That 'is the Will and Comes F 
mand of God, that men ſhould leans 


thoſe Tryths that he has bees ans | 


» 


pI By rH 0TrTw qa cage = O<CTQC TS 


To") 
& | 16 reach; whether concerning his Ne. 
FJ careor Attributes, or the way where- 
:# Jin he will be'Served and Wortſhipped 
py byMan. For if we had noc-Injund 


ju! 
| ous of Scriprure to that purpole;:.yer: 
5} your Friend is-too* Rational'a Man'-t6) 
1} believe, that God would (6 fotemnly: 
7.| cauſe his Trurhis to be publiſhed eo; 
i} Mankind, both- by: Preaching and 
+} Whiting |, withour Intention to 
ij Oblige, thoſe: (ati leaſt ) that have 
- | che capaciry and:opportunicy ''to en- 
| quite imo ſomeofrhemy and if it ap= 
-; pearto/ be Hi wil; chara-perfon 6 
- I qualified, ſhould ſearch afcer'the moſt 
BY ioporcanc! Traths chat he' harh- res 

| veaFd;' it cannor bur be them dr) co 
"| d&if6, For though the nature of rhe 
- | thing it- ſelf did' nor! lay -any Obli« 
74] garion-on us; yet the Authority: of 
Ss | Himthar Commands it, would fince 
($1 being | the | Supreme and - Abfolate 
s | Eotd of alt His-Creatures, he has 'as 
4 | well a full righe to make what Laws 
he thinks fir, and enjoyn what ſervice 
he* thinks fr, 2s a power to puniſh 
| thoſe ou _ _ oe Ser of 
| deny"the other 3 and accordingly 'tis 
reac that daſer Adrin fell, 
09. 662 100 orfhiced-Ais happy ſhave by 
= . 1s 


A) . ; 
his 01 tranſgreflion, henot onely: bad] 
a Law Impos'd upon him! but fuel: 4] [ 
* Laws:as; being about a matter it ſd] q: 
Tadifferenc ( for ſo it was to aj ornot] v: 
ro.cat- ofthe Tree of Life as: well ap]. 
of any. ocher,) derived-:irswhole powen 
of obligiog: from:the. meer: will i and] ' 
pleaſure of the- Law-giver, When (| 
we may:learn, that: 'Maniis ſubje& wal 
the Laws of God,:;\noz as.he-is Qby? 
aoxioustohim, but as he is 4 Rational]: © 
Creature, ; and-that:the:thing: thatziz}" 
nota dutytin its: olwnonature, may ber 
coneanindiſpenſibleoue barely, hs 
being commanded.:-Ang: indeed;itt on 
firit Parent in the: ſtdre:of Innacer 
and Happineſs, whereinhe caſted s 
Gads-Bounty,. oaks a5 yer, tan] } 
-1ag/t need -of his-: : Mercy CY 5 was 4 [: x 
ſtrictly obliged out of-meer @bedienee 0 
to:conform £0 a Law;:che matter, ol: 1 
which was indifferent init (elk 3 (are 8 
we,in'ouc laps'd condition; muſt be ugs ye 
der a: high Obligation to obey the (dex [ 
| clared;will-of God, whereby. we-are 
enjoynedto ſtudy his Truths, and per] 
form that: which. has ſo: much-of-.ic 
triffick Goodneſs, in ir, that it. wo ud 
bea duty, though it; were. not.com- 
mindeds "and has ſuch: Recompencg 

"propel 


\ 


ade opoſed ho ht ir is (RED 2 
t ®| gs * then tt wil be i... Advan- 


lb] cage! 
d f, "It is/nc © ofiely Obedience” and 
a] Hitereft rhat *ſhovid engage vs to the 


in : tings, bye. "Gratitude, 


ord Sraticnde, 
Hi -#fibule ot THI Ges -zliog 
if > that" we” are. extremely 


's cir Debrb rs into Nga He 
+; bby Za che Pteſetver: "of 


W | Midevrors [ 

lure! wee receiv _ Feb! as Me x : oy 
the higher Bleflings, which (if we 2e 

dee] mot watitmg'ro. our ſelves ) we may 

8] receive from him as Chriſtians. 

per]. Bur to ſhew, in. how many Particu-. 

i p ['lzs, ad to how high a Degree,. Gol 
mW or BenefaQor, were t0 Tanch! of 
guns toQ Immenſe a Subjet3” w 


Fewere thi 1efs- proper for” me to ©: | 
olet*-— becauſe 


a 1c tin DES = ted. bf TS 
one 7 tie - ; 
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pertinent © to our 
whereas your 
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", t of Reaſan, 2: bt 

which he attains to, w 

hg he has of Nath | 
that periſ chat, may. 


= be applied to ouro = Aequis, 
tions, whic Moſes, by Gods japs, 

pointmenrt , told the 1{raebires. cons, 
Feding the Acquiſtsof Riches, where: 


he bids the people beware, That when: 


their. Herds., apd their Flocks, and!+ 


other Treafures were mulripli'd, their! 
be not lifted up, and pron 


to 99s My power, 
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Job 
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; "Les er the Lord oft God, for it is 
; Juke gipe eh thee power Li: er wealth. 
ly | Butro ma ke Mev ational Creatpres, 
a | is hot all God has dqne rowatds the 
or: | waking chem 'Philofophers. * For, to 
ad: | the Kapwledge of particular Oy 
2 Wo) bjefts are $5 well quite a Fa 
e- || ties; and if we admit the prabible - 
$5 | Opinian of Diyines, who redch'ns 
gf thar the Angels" were. created before 
it] the Material World, as being nſeant 
{e; | by thoſe Sqns of God, and \Morning 
6 | Stos, that with glad Songs and Ac- 
ls elamatioz celebrated the Foyndari- 
of | ons of che Barth z we muſt allow, rhar 
= | there were Fi creatures endowed 
re | with at leaft az much Reaſon 3s your 
"i Friend, who”, er. were unacquiimted 
Is,” with the My ex1es of Narture, fine 
| She her ſelf had nor yer receiv” 'd [a Be-- 
., Wherefore « {I having as well 
I made the World, as given Man.the 
: lties whereby he'is enabled ro 


contewplate it z, Naruraliſts are 9s 
much obliged ro God for cheir Know- 


ofe that write us Secrets 'in- ”y 


e, 35 we are for ourlnrelligence to + 


phers, 


| phering things. 
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i OS EB. 
yo HG Kill. df. des 
gs 10. written or. tc 


in the compals. of a fingle Peny, 2nd 


preſent isto boor a Microſcope.ro.em 
able us 10 read it. 'And as the Naturs 
liſt hath peculiar Tadycements to Gras 
titude for-che Endowment of Know: 


v I” 


ledge , ſo Ingenuity lays this peculiaf 


Obligation on him to. expreſs his Gr 


ritude in the way I have beed econ 


mendin: , Thac _tis one of the a6 
ceptableſt ways it can be qxpreſs'd inj 
ny ſince by this way, Philoſo- 
phers may not onely exerciſe their own 
gratitude towards I, Ph procure 
him that of ochets,.  How' pleafing 
mens hearty Praiſes are to. God, may 
appear among other things, by wha is 
Fel and done by that Royal Poet, 
whom God was, pleaſed to declares 
man after his own heart; for he intro- 
duces God pronotngug, Fhoſo offereth 
Praiſe, glorifieth me wh | 

our Incerpreters render offereth , in the 
Hebrew . ſignifies to At cab with 
which agrees, that elſe-where thoſe 
that.pay God their Praiſes, are ſaid to 


7 
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Sacrifice is himthe. calves of their lipsy| (it 
And that excellent Perſon, to w 0m | Bc 


4 


'* 
. I £ 


. 


+0" 
d = Wy. | 


ere the word 


2 & = A mA 


- © i . : 

= $4 
SOME © 
4 LES. % EY at 


Sf God: vouctiſafed: ſo particular 2, Te: 
ſtimony,: was ſo affiduous in this Exer 
cile; that the Book which we, follgw=: 
ing the Greek, call Pſalms, is, in; the - 
Original, from -the things it. moſt 
abounds with, called Sepher .Tehillinn, 
i; e;* The. Book of Praiſes, And to let 
wil you ſee, that: many of his Praiſes were 
all fuch., as the Naturalif, may beſt give, 
f hecxclaimsinone place, How manifold Phl.cir, 
' art thy works, 0: Lord? how wilely baſk *+ 
thou made them, (as Fun and: Tre- 
mellize render it, and the Hebrew will 
bear ) and elſe-where , Ks, wag Pal. xix; 
declare the glory of God, aud the Firma-, "* 
ment ſheweth-. his handy-work-,,' &c- 
Agtin, in another place, 7 will. praiſe py. 
thee, becauſe 1 am fearfully and wons cxxxix. 
derfully made. Marvell: us are thy works, "+ 
and that my-[oul knoweth right well, 
And not content with many-.of- the 
0B like Expreflions, he does ſeyeraltimes 
ina deyout [Tranſport, 2nd Poerical 
Krain, ipvite the Heavens;, -and the 
Sears, and the Ea. tv, and the Seas, and 
all the other Inanimace Creatures, to 
Joyn with | him. in the celebration of 
to] :theircommon Maker, Which though 
574 it ſeem ro: be meerly a , Poetical 
m1 Scheme, yerig ſome ſort it might. bee 


devout Conſideration of the Creas 
eures, make them , in" a ſenſe, joyn 


ow - =y lorifying their Author, 
caſe, I dare fay, your 


FR od ae arts, bur that he 


would think it an unkind piece of ſn- 
m—__ if ſome great and excellent 
rince, having freely and rranſcen- 
denely gbliged him, he ſhould nor con- 
 cernhinelf co know what manner of 
Man his BenefaQor is $ and ſhould not 
' be ſolicitous. ro inform himſelf of 
thoſe particulars, relating to the Pers 
' ſon and Aﬀeairs of that obliging Mos 
ch, which were nor onely in theme 
ſelves worthy: of any mans Curiolity, 
bur about which che Prince had bb 
lemnly-declar'd he was very deſirous 
ro have men Inquifitive. And ſuit 


'*ris very difingenious, to underyaluedt 


negled the knowledge of God Hin 
ſelf for a Knowledge which we'cam 


nor atrain withour him, and by which 
he deſign'd to bring us to that ſtudy 
yo negleQ for iti which is not onely'| 


thoſe Anto_ ſhine , way, by ror | 


OY to: ouſetioks bby tt 
if he meanti:1@þ aſh kite! 
to larry having ok 83d*js, fir 
. we ſo abufe (dme:pthisÞ Leg #to 
make-'theny Inducemerits'td our -Un- 
thankfuF Diſrogard of -big Fiitentions 
in the reſt. And this/ Te? dtitnde is 
the more: culpable, becavle the Laws 


= _ 34 —_— 


ej of-Tngenuiryz and of - Jaſticd'ir* {ſelf 
heſl chargeus to Glorifiethe Make of 3 
a] thiogs viſiþlep1noc :ontly*2aþon'our 
ne own.accouiiez bur dpotirhar'of all His 
en-| orhier- works; 1 For by GodF<fidowi 
n-f| af-tions bariMſan | hers 'bil6hv with- 
offi Reaſonable, Fan)j\:not onely he os ths 
xt] fole -viſibler{Being! that calirecril 
offl Thanks andPiriiſesin rhe World; 2nd 
ere thereby isi6bligged ro do! fo;> Bath for 
{0s himſelf! forxhe2reft df the:Creas 
m-j tion 3' baditis for Mays Uvaes chat: 


Ph God his lefrinotother:wiſfibls 
of| ip the'*Wotldppby 'whicti hefean'be- 
ſeutied-anboulebrares; For/Reaſ6a ie 
ſack a Rap of Divinity, Tha?, af Goif* 
had wourkſafrd irroochtr;arts ofithe? 
Univerſe-befittes Man; *thei abſolute; 
» | Empire of:Man-over thecreſt of the- 
ich | World :muſt:-have beer. had; br 
dy | abride'd;\; Sbthar he, rolwhom it was. 
ly | equlyaie: ie: to make Creatures Sn- 
es DI G perior . 


— 


| Ingenuity; whether he ſhall 
pops Celebrations from. the Crea- 
onoper -gonyerſe-with;;than, Leflen 

xe __ —_— or:our Fotrda) 


hg Aepob cory. A che Scris 
-3QU>::45. wellian I; have med; 
F.C for'l hope"thete: are nog: 
Dy en 
t it, 
= 10:themwvliocare Lay« 
there is rev! 
be "a a Saleatiaporhts! Explicie) 
knowledge but of very few/ Poinrsy;. 
No Trt ip antets opinthke! 
WO © ofcen: and} 
down! it the: Scri-{ 
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leſs promot; nowledge im 
rd Chariy, Bur then, = 


condiderd, > 1+ That'ris omar Ga caſs 


fora Rational Man, that 
rate 


himſelf to. enquire no a h 

Apoftles me to {ac a E.Q1 
pon good. grounds, that Aahe Fuge 
damental Articles of Chriftianicy are 
cantain'd i ” it. 2,-Thatzhe Greed pro- 
poſes. on the Credenda » Dot -1 the 
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ſince; whether or tio 
thoſe words of our Saviour to the Jews,” 
Job.v.39- F, prure Ty "revs Yeagac, beto be rendred 
Search» in the Imperative or the Indicative 
ſ-arcb1be Mode's' St; Paul would havethe word 
Scri- of Clift to dwell rithly in ws, (by 
Flee which, whether he mean the holy” 
ij.16- Scriptnges then extam, 'or the Do=* 
Qrinevf ChiR, is nor here maternal; 
thereby teaching us; tha ſearching in-" 
ro the 'miitte!s of Religion' may be-* 
come neceſſary as a Duty; chough'it: 
were not! -otherwiſe- neceſſary as; 2 
Meabs of attaining Salyation, Andin- 
deed: tis ' far more pardonable ro wanell 
or miſs" 'the* was 7 *6f Truths; Pi 
--. .. . thanto'deſpiſe or negle4 it; AndthetY 03 
" © © -gbodneſs of- God to Ylitetate 'or mi-* PL 
<..-::: ſfaken "perſons,. is '-to' be fiappos'dl 
meant in*pity to' otit- Erailties ; nor"t6! 
encourage” our Lazinels'; tir is ir ties! 
ceſlary,: thar he that "Pardons thoſs! 
Seekers of his Truthsthit miſs 'themy 
ſhould excaſe thoſe Deſpiſers chat will 
notrſeek chem? ot 205 8 
Butwherher or tio by this defign'd® 
nee of 'T heology” the” perſons; $? 
deal with, do ſufficiently conſulc-rheigh] *he 
own'Tafety , 1 dotþt* they will - nou%y 99 


much*'rc Immend "their -Ing 


+ ; 


C9) 
Porto have received from Goda greae@ 
:et-meaſure of 'JncelleQual Abilicies 
. than che  generalicy of Chriſtians, and 
-yet willingly: 20 come ſhort of 'very 
many of chem, in the knowledge of 
the: Myſteries: and other Truths' of 
Chriſtianity, i which "he often: invites 


ye "be. bes ion 0 


Hi us-tfnor expreſly commands, to ſearch 
J after, is a courle that will 0vt reliſh 
* | ofover-much graritude, Is ita piece 
.£ of That, and-of Ingenuity, to receive 
ip. | obes\ Underſtanding and ones' Hopes 
2 | of Eternal Felicity from the' Goodneſs 


5 of God; without being ſollicitous of 

= what may be knownof his Nature and 

$0 Parpoſes by ſo excellent a- way; as his \ 

«| own Revelation :of them ? To diſ- 
piite anxiouſly about” the Properties 

of an Arome;:and:be carelels about 

the Inquiry jatorthe Artributes of 'the 

God, who: formed all things; to' Prov; 

Gf inveſtigate the! ſpontaneous 'genera-! 13: 
20 tionof: ſuch vile-Creatures-as/ TaſeRts, 

118 than-the Myſterious Genetarign of the 

| Adorable:Sonof God; and;inaword, 

if to: be. more, concern'd: to/ know every 

oy { thing thar makesa CorporeaÞipare of- 

q ane: World;:rhan the Divindaad: Ta-- 


cal: Authour:of:thewhvlee®: *' 
beo,-38:icaior; thiikyou; a 


G+3: -- - great 


great piece of reſpeR, that theſe-nibn 
0 thoſe. Titehs, mhich.Gol 
thought. | fit ro: ſend ſometimes : Pr- 
\phets:aud Apoſtles, ſometimes Ay- 
gels, and ſometimes . his onely Son 
himſelf to reveal, thar ſuch Trurhs 
are ſo:lirtle valued by them, thar ra 
ther- than' rake the pains to ſtudy 
them, they will implicitly, and-atad- 
ventures believe, what that -Society 
of Chriſtians, they chance to be. bory 
and bred in, have (truly or falſly)-de 
livered, concerning them? And dow 
it argue a due regard to-points of Reljs 
gi0n,thatthoſe,who would not believe 
'a Propoſition in Sraricks , perhaps 
about':a meer Poior,: the Centre of 
Gravity, ori: Geomeny, about the 
Propetties of ſome: nameleſs. curve 
Line, . er ſome ſuch other things; 
 (which.cq igtiore, is uſually not z bles 

ith, and: about: which; co be miſtas 
en, i5:more uſually without danger; 
bould yet-take up: the Articles of 
zach, concerping matters of grear/ahd 
everlaſting 'Conſequence ,- upon/the! 
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roogs han Men; Fallible xs: thems'| 


ſelyey, when: farisfattion may be/had! 


. , « : 
yithouy/.them!: from: che." Infallible?] 
4 ” . -. - , WL k : 
f- In: this, yery anlike | 
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Bertays, whom che. F Att wir 
| ys with the Title -of Joble, = ”Y 
when the. . DoQrines of : the Goſpel 
were — ro them; they ſearched 
#he © ran whether _—_ things 5 
were ſo, 4-5Fh 
| Ggain, if a tnan ſhould refuſe =. 
teara to read any more,  thah juſt as 
muchas may ſerve his turn, by inti- 
taling him co the benefir-of: es Clet- 
&y, 10 ſave him:from hanging; woukd 
theſe. men, thipk' ſo ſmall azmeaſure 
of Literature, as:: he; had aCQuiridon 
\fachan account, '\cou{dprave tharmbn.-:-/ 7 
£t0:bea Lover of Learning y:and yet)a --- 
alaer of _the Rudy of -allinor ab- 
folutely necelſary - Divine: Truths, 
during ones life, becauſe. the belief of OS 
-the Articles of the Cteed may: make 
«ſhift co keep him from beipgdooni'd ; 
.to Hell for Igndrance after: his death, g 
willnot by (what in a Lewned man 2 
maſt be) ſopiriful adegree-of know- 
ledge be tnuch-berter intitle! to thac 
Tageguous Ldve of God':and lis 
- Truths,char bechmes a Rational Cres- 
j_ —— b y rel dal 
Tu antient Pr Sg ous 
 *nowr'd by God: with dire. Ulumine-- 
| 6-66 1h | 
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+: ont-andlearn thevery Circamſtancey' 
of: che Evangelicat” Diſpenſations; 
whick yer they did'not know, + An 
ſoine:of the Goſpel -'Myfteries/ate-of 
fo:noble'dnd excellent a nature, that 
yPet-j- #he- Angels themſelves deſire to look Ii 
E: -zpthems; Andithough all' the Eyan- 
oelical Trurhs are nor preciſely 'neceſb 
Fig ro be'known,” it may be both'a 
Dutymoricodeſpiſe the ſtudy of ther), 
and a Happinels'to employ'our ſelves 
aboucir; It was theearneſt Prayer sf 
a'great King, and no- leſs'a Prophet; 
Pral.cxiz;:thar bis 2yes. might be ' operied to behold 
as: «(not theobvious and neceſſary Trurhs 
- but )'rhe wondrous things of Gods Lim, 


 Heis pronounced Happyn'the begin-J 


_ /ning'of the Apocalypſe; that reads and 
Bevel.). HOww 'the ry hour in "that 
. dark and. obſcure *part of Scripture, 

. And 'ris not: onely-thofe Truths that 
make Articies of the'Creed,- but 'di- 

- yers other* Doarines of the Goſpel, 
-thar-Chtiſt -himſelt-jadged worthy*ro 

- be 'concladed with" this Zpiphonema, 

| - Hetbarhutk ears tohear, tt him theat'y 
March, On which the excelletitiGrorivs mak 


z.25, -This' juſt:Paraphraſe;! znreBocFuo mobie | 


Cart & Deo potifſimeuis Jatus oft, vi cunt. 
Luc tendavus docimie win ad jetateme po 
Wifi: entibus 1 VU 5; TH 
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"The thrd Sefton.” 


ing now'to our third and laft In- 

1dncement-to the ſtudy of Divine 
Things, which conſiſts in, and compre 
{6s the '{dvanteges- of that findy; 
which doas ined furpaſs thoſe of all 
other: Contemplations- , 'as'' Divine 
things tranſcend all brher Objects. And 
indeed, the urility of this' ſtudy i is {0 
od pregnant a Motive, and contains in it 
hs fo'many Invitations, that your Friend 
i», maſt have as little ſenſe of Intereſt as 
in-f: of Gratitude, if the can neglect ſuch 
nd powerful agd- ſuch ingaging 'Invita- 
ar tions? « 4 i ” $8. 
re | {- For; in the firſtplace, Theologic 
ith Mudies ought to be highly endeared ro 
di-| bs bythe Delightfulneſs of coifidets 
ed, ing fuch'nobleand worthy Objeds as 
arecherein-propos'd. 
-{| The 'famons Anſwer fo oe an 
'excUlent + Philoſopher , © 
J —__ -what he was bor br g- 
«| - 6 contemplate the Sun, may ju 

| fend cheir thoice, who" ix 
irpime in comtepplaring: the'\ 
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perhaps that mae Oi oſopher failed more 
A the Inftance than ih 'the Notion ; 
For his Anſwer implies, That Man's 
End:and Happineſs conlifs in theexs 
erciſe of. his nobleſt. Faculties on.thie 

nobleſt Objefts, - - And ſarely,the ſeas 

of. Farmal Happize{s being the Soul, 
and that Happineſs conſequently con 
liting:in the Operations of. ber Baquls 
ries ;. 35 the Supreme Faculty. of--the 
Mind is, the Underſtanding , ſo 't 
higheſt Pleaſures may. :be expeRed 
from the due Exerciſe of ic upon the 
ſublimeſt and worthieſt Objeds, And 

therefore-I wonder-nor, that chough 
ſome ofthe School-men would aſſign 
the Wilt a latger ſhare in Mans. Feli- 
City, than. they will allow the Intel- 
le&, yer the geticrality of them. ate 
quireof another mind, and aſcribe the 
Preheminence in point of Felicity £0 
the. Superiour Faculc « the, Soul. 
But, whether or go. t wo be 
crucin all Caſes, ir may at leabbe os ad-. 


mitted in, ours: For, the chief Ob- | 


jects of a Chriſtian Philk 7 
lation, being AT dee: 


ker of the 5. to -— a that lcclagl : 
Planer it ſelf is byt a ſhadow, And] - 
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{| -E68tions of God, they ire” earirally _ 


k Ron Og 
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"fired to excite in his mitid an ardene 


fove of that adorable Being, antthoſe 
other joyous AﬀeCtions and: virtuous 
Diſpoſitions, that ' have made ſome 
menthink Happineſs chiefly ſeated in 


Mk che Will, But having intimated hug 


much by the way, I paſs on ro add, 
*Thar che contentment afforded by the 
;afiduous diſcovery of God" and Di- 
wine Myſteries, has ſo mnch'of affi- 
nity with the Pleaſures, 'rhat' ſhall 
imake up mens Bleſſedneſs in Heaven 
4t ſelf, that they ſeem rather to differ 
in Degree than in Kind, For, the happ! 

Nate even _ is by our Saviour 
repreſenced by this Imployment, that 


they ropaar ſee tbe face bf Vis F4a- 


therwhois in Heaven, And rhe ſame 
infallible Teacher , intending elſe- 


| Where to expreſs the Celeſtial Joys 


that are reſerv'd for thoſe', who for 
Their ſake deny'd themſelves (enfual 
Pleaſares, imploys the Yiſian'e fog 
3 anEmphatical Periphraſe of Felic- 
ry; Bleſſed, faidhe, are ihr ppreiubart, 


for they all ſee Gott. Atid as Mrs vl 


reaches, that the Soul doch afttt I foir 


+ | (become that which it Sprrulites , 
1 St. 7a and St, Fobs affure 0s,” tha 
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Gods ainneforming __ ik 


z Job. wh. 1n. KF wo, we hall be-; bike. him: 13+J0r R 
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' and che Exerciſes they. conſider of his: 


| Diey he yon {ill oi you to Des Cartes; 


i Pegls he in zbac Treat E, whey. Ye 
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or; becauſe )-we ſhall ſee him as be 
(ore aſe owe foe feed thar' 1: 
eatifick. Viſion of God,, wherein the 
Laderſtanding is . the proper lnſtrus 
ment, includes divers / other thing ” 
"which. will. concur. to the compleat 
Felicity,; of the, future; Lite 5 yer Þ 

think, we may be allowed. to argue 
hae he raviſhing Contemp'ation: 5 
Diyine Objeas,. will make »o ſwrall 
Fs art of that happy. Eſtate, which ia 
heſe Texts gake \its Denomination 


, 


| _ > ONE - Ren 


from. it;. 
'N have above intimated, that the. 


#282 


whe 
þ 


themſelyes Tranſports of Wonder and. 
Joy-ppon the Contemplation of God, 


Wiſdofn, Juſtice, or ſome other of his: 
45 Butleaſt i in referring you” 
£0 the: ogels,. you ſhould ſay, that;-Þ 
do 4a. this-. Diſcourſe lay aide the. 
Perſog of 2 Naturaliſt, in favour of-/ 


TEC 


I am fure your F riend 
bs ; Os been .A rigid. Phis, + 
ON, everthere were.apy,. Thus; 


IE. hn} OY . 


Sa ls od al 


WE 


| #: thikks he Rs a nidre thtt\'Ma? 
"I themartical Rigor s and whete he was 
i] obliged to urter thoſe ( T had.almoſt 
this £5 Paſſionare ) words, L am goifg/ts 
he cite fromhim, onely by the Impreſ- 
1 Hons made - on him by the-traggen- 
5 dent; Excellency” of rhe -O! F. 
cath Concemplated; Std prinſque} Ws 
TAE he) hor diligentins examinen, finulque | 
= In alias vtritates que ind: colligh poſſant, 
irmuitam, placet hic aliquandiut in ip fi 

per contemplatione immorari,” ej us: at= 
ria apod me expendere, & imininſ 
ons tins Lamings pulchritudinem,” »  quans 
NY 747 caligantis Thgents met» avies ferre 
Hit; intueri, ddmirart, adorare;” "Us 
m in hac” ſola” Divine Majeſtatis 

- 4 ring ſummam alterius vite 
fillttatem confiſtere fide credinins;" ita 
Hin jan ex eadem, licet miiltominis 


o Medit. 
rwrtia full 


fnem«. 


_bafees fioras, ; Dolkpratern, Percips: Poſe v: 


Nperimer, 

> Bur'as high a fatisfaftion'ss theſty-! 
dy of Diyine"rhings affords'" by the' 
Noblene(s' of its Obje;; the” Con-' 
| revifthenc is j6t-much Inferiour that 
*] ateruesfrom the fame Audy upon'the' 
'} . febte of the *Sehiſe of a chin! having: 
init petformed RisDury, 'To- 5a 
aRions 


he 
ls 
q 
l, 
"& | Serfecta, maxima, cujmus in "hat wita 
as 
E 
8 
f 
F; 
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ſelves be Excellent or Deli 

tie ard grains of Coin <q 

vying done our: Duties: is ab 

the bittereſt FlSe and, . 

that grew by the Wik 

="; of Marah, to corrett d ſweeten et k 

Liquor, which before. was the. milf 

diſtaſtfal, . Thoſe antiene Pagan: 4 

recs, whoſe Vertues may make w 

bluſh, . beigg-'gaided bur by naty 
Reaſon,.and innate Principles of Mo J 

xal -Vircues,: could find the moſt diff of 
culc and . moſt troybleſome_  Ducies, 


SELTSUSELES IH 


the dre accom of their being t . 
Ducies, nor. 0n ly Tolerable but Pleyy 


Gnt, Andchough co. deny ſome Lu 
be ,_ in.our Saviours-: eſteem , no. leſs} 
uneaſi te," then for a man. to Plack auf : 
Matth, v. —Jzs right ee, or cut off. hue. right. 
293% yet even Ladies have wich (riafacted o \ 
choſen, not- onely oy themſelves. 
the: Feaſt Pleaſures of the: Senſes;) z 
bur ro Sacrifice the Seat of them, x | 
Body. is; ſelf, to'preſerye. the Satisfar'| © 
Rion of being Chaſte, Nor arethey#|"* 
onely- the. Dares of Qbedience ghag}] 
we comply wich ip | -hn4ys bas Fu 


LY thoſe "3 
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of thoſe:of ':Gratitude'z aud: rhin i 

wel Vertuerhac hasfoipoweriul an Alcear 

uls thoſe , 'whoſe . Principles and Figs 

If were nor elevated by Religion, have; 

if in-acknowledgment to their; Parents 

128 andrheir Countrey; courted thegreat- 

ren 6& Hardſhips, and: Hazards, and: Subs 

14 ferings,' 2s if they: were''as great: De>: 

off lights:and Advancages, And 'argrate-: 

x20 fallPerſon ſpends no;part of: his-Kife: 

off tochis greater ſatisfaction, than'tbat: 

8 which-he ventures orimploys for theſe: 

ro to: whom: he-is oblieged: for itts and! 

7 | oftencimes finds. a greater: Content: 

ee | ment even in:the dfliculteſt Acknowe) 

ng !<damencs of-ai favour, than; be. Sd 

= | inReceiving oof it, 

ſts | Another: Advantage, and. "has: 

@|I nomean: one; that: may; accme from: 

«ll ag one of} Ehbedogical/ 

120 Trvclisy is, che: Improvement; ob:the- 

wn, P oops himfelf impoiac:ob Nie: 

IEEE EEESS, 

ll 29 e- my 4/84 180 £3 1 11m, 

_ Sec Paul: elfewhere; calls - what ig” © -. 
kts The truth <riery is acre ang fi. NY 
þ f godline 5, thats, a Dodtrine frim'd} | 

Y| neficced to: promote:the Intereſt of: 
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wt Pap and-Viue inc the Waxket: Ly 
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this \ rr ems anos bg; 
longs' (it yperhaps not. 'y 
fo the roars Reric'd Lewy # 
verd by Speculation , -as well. as;efj - 
thoſe more Obyious ones, that: avf - 
familiarly raughe 'in Catechiſms' x 1 
Confeſfions of Faith/- I would by:maff / 
means leſſen-the Excellency and Pres 
the grand and nobleſt 'Engagemeny 
ro:Piety'and Virtue , are a thigh Vas 
neration'for. God' and his Chriſt;idng 
zn--ardent Love:of -them:3. Tc: nnok 
but*rhink,: that thoſe: particalar Ins 
quiries; that tend ro make: greater Diſy 
coveries -of 'the >Artributes of: Gady 
oÞ the Nature, and Offices, and Life 
of our Saviour, and of the: Wiſdom 
and 'Goodneſs they have diſplay'id. in 
the: Contrivance”: and : EffeRing (of 
Man's-Redemprion ;' do likewiſe tend 
ro: Increaſe 'our 'Admiration, : and! Ins 
 flanteour: Love, forthe! Poſſeſſors:o 
(auch Divine Excellencies 4 and: ' Mes "2 
' Authors\of ſuch'inyaluable Benefits) T 
And as the ——_— Ry: 
. buta Typeof oneof the Goſpeh Mys| 
ſteries,: brought Recovery to «thoſe £ 
har Took'd up to'itsfo the Myſtery 


7 $ ” = o 
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ries theinſelyes, being duly conſidey'd/i| 


, 
el 
| 
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: 
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bez] -thave had A ; Soy ay 
\| -on/many - chat contemplated ® Them. 
:Not is it likely, chat he chat difcerns 
ol -more- of the depth/'of Gods Wiſdom 
are} .and--Goodnels, ſhould nor; 54teris pu- 
if ribs; be mote diſpoſed: thin others 
ng ito; Admire him, to Love him, [to Truſt 
him; and fo to reſi Ign up himſelf to 
beGoverned by him t W hich':fratne 
gf :of mind-borh 5s ir ſelf a great Parr of 
fl the Worſhip 5off God, and: doth 
J dietly tend ro the Produion' and 
4ncreaſe of:: thay, Vertues, a 
the practiſe: of Which, the Seri 
plainly tells us; that we” chin! her 
Obey Nod, gdor expreſs 'our Love. ov 
him, And fromthis Bettering of the 
mind by the a bes wi of They 


nll thar \upon'theby );-an- 
ofi cory adkrny namely, thatby! þLYA 
us a higher vale for God and: his 


nl Tru Te will endear Heaven co-06, 
x f| and'fo” 'nor' onely affilt us to-come 


he. Thither, oe heighten oup: ney 


jd There. - 

of © Eknow it may be aid, that theMe- 
__ {ioration of rhe-wiad is 'bura: Moral 
ſos \Advancage, But- give: ms leave-to 
| Arimer; char; beſidesthac. 'cis ſuch''n 
H Motal 


- Moral Advantage as; ſpppoſes an:Ib-]. þ 
tellefto2)Improvement-whoſe fruizic 
28:34 Moral Benefir may! be. great | 
,enough, even:in.che-Jadgmear.. of:a 
meer..Philoſopher, and an Epicurean, 
ro deſerve: as much, ſigdy as Natural 
Philoſophy /ir. ſelf. And that yay 
-Way./not-'think. that I ſpeak this onely, 
becauſe. 1 write in this Epiſtle-as-af hi 
Friend to Divines, I-will tell you, that 4/, 
vEpicurys bim(elf, who has now adays 
' (©; namerous: a Se& of Naturaliſts: ico ty 
_ Tteatiſes Wus chew. for zh Þ, 
- $1 at. by. knowing;; the , Naty re | : 
«Cauſes of Thunder, -- Lightning, .andfl, 4 
-other ccmanetly mpegs ay Mindy . 
'might- be. freed from. the, diſquieringf 1; 
a pprehtnfions. Men commenty he 
that - ſuch. ſtrange. and. formidable, py 


£* 
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thingsproceeded from ſome incenſe 
Deity,,andſo'might crovble rhe Ming 
as: well :as the Air,” This accountdlfl ,- 
have: Þeen giving... of ;Epicards: hit 15, 
Defign, is but what ſeems plainly{| 3+ 
ericiugh :intimared._by bis own. words, | 7, 
preſet ved; us , by; Zaerfozes.,, near. chit | a 
[en&;of| his; Phyfiological-Epille; 
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(93) 
im the confideration. of what he had 
 Celvered about. Phyſical Principles in 
pete al, and Mereors in particular, he 
lubjoyns, Sienim. ab iſtis non Aﬀeſer eri- 
mus, inm id unde oritar  ptriurbatio, 
quodque metum ingerit, retta cum ra- 


| Hione ediſſeremis, xk. ab ipſis exi- 


wermus. And to this in the cloſe of 
bis Moos ical Epiltle to, Pyrho- 
ele es , his beſt erpreter, . G- ſſends, 
makes him ſpeak rt in theſe 
fords, Maxime wer dede teipſunm ſpe- 
 blationi Principioram, ex quibus con- 


fant omnia, & Infinitatis. Natgsre, alio- 


 Towque his coberemtium 1 nſuper * vero 
Criteriorum,  fecrpamgu animi, & 
ſeopwm illixs inquem iſta ediſſcrentes cols, 
neavimus atten, T Tanquillitaters 5 n-. 
telligo latumqz mentis imperturbatum. 
- Bur chis is nor all che Teſtimony [ 
' cangive you from Fprearas himſclt to 
the ſame purpoſe. tor among his. Re- 
ie Sententie, preſerved, us by Laer- 
C himſelf repuced an Epicurean) 
thn onethar.gocs further ;, $# nihil 
(lays he) contu: baret nos qied [uſpica- 
| war, Deremn que ex rebus ſublumibur, 


* + ho i - 


bi Foy eiters 4ued ex ifſa myrle, Pe. guan- 


mp ad p05 pertineat i aliqxid,.4 4. 
- 13 H , "naſe 


Djogeni 
7 Iveriii 
libr, L0, 


nofſe preterea paſſemss , qui Germ 
nes dolorum atque cupiditatum fit” 
( #x ar Tedtouebs guorneyias) 
wihil Phyfologia indietremus. Thus: 
far the teſtimony of Epicaras, Of: 
whoſe” mind 'thoogh Tam nor ar all; 
2s ro what he would "intimate; Th4t” 
Phyſiology is either proper 'to free he 
Mind Fins rhe Belief of. a Provident. 
Deity," and the Souls T1mmartality, of. 
fit for no other conſiderable purpoſes x; 
yet- this uſe we may well make of 
theſe Declarations, thar, in Epicurws's 
opinion, 4 Moral Advantage that res 
lates to the Goyerament of the AMY 
Qions, may deſerve the pains of mas 
king Inquiries into Nature. And 
ſince ir hence appears, that a meet' 
Philoſopher, who. admitted no Pros 
vidence, may think it worth his pains; 
to ſearch into the abſtruſeſt parts of 
Phyſicks, and the difficulteſt Phe nes 
vena of Nature, onely ro eaſe_hims' 
ſelf of one troubleſome Aﬀettion; 
Ze0) & mol not be thought Un liz 
loſophical, to proſecute aStudy, rliat 
Paſtion, but Advance Alt' Yerenesp 
add free us from all 'Servile" rey 
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s. a (95) 
4 | the Deity: and tend fo give us- a 
uf | ſtrong | and. OC in 
'y-| Him and-make! us:look | npon-Gods 
8 | greateſt Power, not with Terrour, bur 
0 with Joy, + +» O77 | 
.»;There is: yet: another; Advantage 
longing: ta the ſtudy; of: Divine 
'8 Truths, which :35 too-great:-e0- be 
nf || herepretermitted,-: Forwhereas there 
4 | isſcarce any thing more incident 0; us 
; © || #hilſ we-inhabitout (8ardiChogmer) |; 
if | Catteges of :Clayr and ,dutl;in'this 19. 
of a vale- of:\ $ears;;-1than AMﬀiiQions! y''ir 
a5 | ught not 2 lictle ro endearrerus; the 
T8 newly mention'd! Study; that: ie may 
a || be cafily made toafford us very power- 
#3 f fal-Conſolations in that otherwiſe un- 
WA ; eafie ſtare. : , DAS-531 
of] 1 know it may be ſaid ; that the 
8 Speculations about which the 'Natu- 
| 1aliſt is buſied, are as well pleaſing 
220 Diverſions, 2s noble Imployments of 
1 the Mind. . And deny not that they 
10 ve often ſo, when the Mind-is nor 
20 higder'd from applying ir ſelf .atren- 
= tively to thems'{o that AﬀiQtions 
ve { fight and ſhore may well be weather'd 
2351 ont by theſe Philoſophical Avoca- 
& | rions.5-bur' the: Greater and Sharper 


| 3 1:35] ; H 3 | ſort 


.. -. meerly\blumane Studies, as the lai 
.* guiſhing Body is:to rehiſh-thoſe Meviy 


'whem-ghey apprehend: cthemſc]ve-- i 
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ſort of Afflitions,' and theapproachs 
of Death,require. more: powerſal Ri 
medies-;4ithan-' theſe *Diverſions'ical 
afford:/-us> | For in ſuch: caſes, "thy 


Mind is wont to be roo much:dif| 


compas'd; roapply: the; attention: res 
quiſite- ro —_— 4" pleaſure 
Phyſica} 'Speculationsy'-and in Sick 
neſſes:':the' Soul is. oftentimes as it 
diſpos'd:10r6lifh! the! Pleaſures of 


whickatothier times were delightful 
Andztheze'iare;buc few that. cantake 
any:greatpleafure to ſtudy the My. 


beupon thepoint of being drivenoilf 
of it, and in danger ot loſing aff 
their: ſhare !.in' the 'Objes'of thei 
Conremplation. - Ir. will-not maeþ 
qualifie /our Senſe 'of [the 'burai i 
hear of a. Feaver, or” :the oainfl 
gripes of the-Cholick, r6: know, Thi 
the three: Angles of a Triangie are 408 
to two. Right ones; or that Hear is not 
a real 'Qtality ( as the Schools would 
have it, ) but /a Modification of: the 
Motion. of _the/ Inſenſible parts of 
Matter, and Pain nota DiſtinQ, lus! 
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| terene" Quality inch things; hue 


produce: ir; :buti an; AﬀeRionoofiths. 


Senciment.- i!/Ehei-Naturalifts:Specyt- 


thy | lations affarg;-hia no | Conſofations, 
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| thar are excradreinary in;; on pytuliar; 


ro; it he-ſare;Þf AfAQtian; ,Andthe) 
Avocationschey preſentohimiamishy 
do-rather Amuſe} the; mig} faom 42a; 


Arcention to'lefſet-Evilsz dhou-dring; 


ir{any' A. 5vitmages':to . Remoyer or; 


Compenlaterhemy and fo-work rather; .;.;. 1-1 


che narare-of Opiates,-thancab mus, © 
mm 2601 © ahi Sik" tot! 
+1Þ& now; Jach ai PefonasDr N; 


falls into Adve fry the cafe is-much 
etherwiſe 3:fox:wemuſt conſiderg they 


when the:-ftydy of. Divine things-ris 
fach as it: duphe,co:\beg'thoughThay 
in'ic nag NE mw 
ploymen:; be; ani! arlvexentiſe,8 
Reaſon; yer:being apiy $19, outaf 


ro God, it'is upon the: 2conki ob ins 
Motives,: ahd; ies: Aim .an;4R10 Red: 


 ligionz- andiayicipraceety front; Qbe 


dience,; and:;Thankfulnefs;;'and Love 


to: God,:16;3r/ is-moſtacceprable:a0 


him; and\/upotthe -accogne! of hig 
own Appaigtment; as: wellas Goods 
Err I H + nels, 


I4, | 


x Cor, 
20, 13, 


neſs, is moſt proper \and-'effeQuall 
m6anpof:obtainingiis:Bayour 31 andy 
chew Pn itwvilt'eſi:y be grane#] 


the whois foiliappy 'as roem 


ro poet the 'Conimon-place'afi 
che Benefirs' of" Aiftiftions to rheny 
thar fove'God,”andeb them:thar-ark 
tordby'him, ir1may*foffiee,” chart be 
who'C asthe'Scriprurefpeaks:') knows 
tur /amit, and has promiſed: thoſe 
char are his , that they ſhaſt inoc-b# 
OverI*disd\ "is difpor'd" and woot 
to pive his afflicted: Servants, botli 
extraordinary Comforts tin” AffiQtis 
ons, and Comfores apptbpriared-'ta 
chirftare; i Forthongh Natural Phil 
Isfophy! be like its brighreſt Ob je&; 
the Starsy which, however the Aſtros 
hotyer (can with pleaſiie \Conrem 
place them; are" unable; being meet 
Nam! Apenrs, tq" afford. himia 
kinderIfuence than oſual; in caſe'h6 
be' eaſt upon'his Bed 'of-Laneuiſhing] | 
or into 'Prifon 5/ [yet ' the: Almighty 
and Compaſſionate | Maker. of ' rhe |. 
Stars, being not-'onely @'/ Voluntary; 
bur®the:moſt Free, 'Agenr'; mo 
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1alf| and proportion his Relicfs to-6ur'Ne- - 
nd] ceſſiries,- and ' alleviate our heavieſt - 
it] Atfictions by ſuch ſupporting Con- 
ol] ſolarions, chat not onely they 'can ne- 
wy ver ſurmount onr Patience, bur are. 
am | ofreteimes unableſo' much''as to hin- 
"of | der oor: Joy 5'/and*© when Death, tha: 
b | King of Terrives;; preſents i-(elf , jmnty, 
; + Meh the meer Naturalit ſadly. ex 
at Ie krowkeden by long rye Sue 
; now thoſe 
{| andichat rene cherry Jo Inftru- 
bs] meatsand theObjeRs of irs and per- 
(| haps ( diſcoveringbeyond the Grave 
HH] gorking bur Ndkbera ſtate'of Tremal 
| Deſtrution, or of Eternal Miſery %) 
to fears elrher co'be” Confin'd for everto 
8 | the” Sepulchre;/ or 'expos'd to Tor- 
&; | menrs that ' wilt makes even ſiich a 
ox | Condition defirables -the'pious Stu- 
(] denc of Divine Truths, is' not ondy 
| freed from the” wracking - Apprehen- 
14] flons of having his Soul redac'd roa 
he | fats of- Ann lation, or -caſt'/ into 
; | Hell; bac enjoys 2 comfortable” ex- 
p | on of" "far greater 'Sa- 
he | tifaQion'than'ever in the Study he 
y] | h6w: x6joyces to- have purſu'd 5 fince 
vie threhange, that is ſo jelly Gieenidle 


Dan. ix, 
2I, 22. 
Luke j. 
Its 26, 
Ads x. 


the; ſtudy 1 would parade you-roy 
' andiindeed, the higheſt Advantagerhar 


 Men-t0/any Undereaking ; for this i 


- comeryplate the Divine: MyQeriesof 
thoſe Homages and Seryices, whereby 


4» $4 6. ; 
x. Pet. j. - 
[ 3» 


co-athers, will bur, bring. him-+mych/ 
nearer. tO the Divine'-O! jedts of ;hig2, | 


devour -Curioſity, and: ſtrangely: Ele«. 
vate and Inlarge -his Faculties to; aps) 
prehend them. [7 «e247 "32 wE] 

_-. And this leads me to; the Mention: 
of the le#; Advantage. belonging to) 


can recommend Any Study, or.nvi 

no leſs than- the Eyalaſting/fruicianof 
the; Divine. 'Objedts zof. our Studies 
hereafter, and: tbe. camfortable Expes 
ation oft here. - : Forthe aaa 


. of ane xame and pajs;ct9-admireieh || 


Mature and Pravidenge of; God, and: 
Religion,- as it is 086 of: the: chief-of 


we Venerate and Obey-Gady {o it,i14 
one of. theſe, to-which he -hath been 
pleaſed, ro apportion! a0. leſs; 2 Req 
c9mpence, than (that-which can hayn 


po.greater) the Enjoyment of- Himſelh | 


The - Saints and»;Angels. in, Heaven 


havediyers of ew joan angle 


conxey the. Truths. of FT heology, and. 
are (ollicicous ro look! gnto 1 , 6 Sacred. 


(! 
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: Objects &f the Ahgels' Cutioliry, ſo : 
e 


"Cror) 
Mfter x and God hath A fected 
r, that'thofe menwho flddy 
theſame Leſſons” thar: hee Ore og 
ſhall ſtudy them'in their co 
after. And doubrie(s; thou | 
«boond with imexpreſſib'e' Joys, 
jiewill be none-of the leaft thar at | 
= ET pineſs even of thar 
r'the Knowledge of Divine 
thee waghere ſo'zealdufly Pur- 
ty'd, ſhall 'thete br compleatly Ar- 
tain'd, - For thoſe wo foe 2 do' here 
pr excire = CT Quicken 
and* Induſtry of our 
Searchess wor Aools there Conti- 
.#06;,-Þur be Twprov'd to a'fat greater 
meaſure of Atrra@iveneſs' and Influ- 
ence. For'all thoſe'Inteteſts; att! Paſ- 
fins; and Luſts} thar here beldiy" ei- 
ther hinder'us from: clearly* Difcern- 
ing,'6r keep us from ſufficiently Va- 
or divert'us from 'atrentively 
enough Conſidering, the Beauty ,and 
Harmony of Divine Truths; wil] there 
| beeitheraboliſh'd; ortransfigitr'd:"And | 
#the Obje@&'will be Unveil'd.z ſo our 
Eye will be Ealighren'd; thar'is, as 
God will there diſcloſe thoſe worth 


Ss 


creaſe jour Satisfaction as; the 


verics, Ts will enable us to make. "Fax 
Theqlagy {5 like; 12 Heaven , which 
bBan-appear in. 


wants, ore. Stars: 
it, ets Eyes -\fick-ſig wa 
and piercing enpghoganRarh 6 


And as the Milky. . Way $-and _2 
Whi ky. . Way s: 


5, of the Firmameac,,; 


been full of Immorcal Lights from ths 


eleſcopea 


beginnia 1 9, and: Our ; NEW; ;T: 
havenar ac'd, bur found; them,therez 


ReſurreQion, inſtructed is A 


ſa, when our Saviour, after: rag 
ro teach the Goſpel, 'cis: notſaid thac, 


he alter dan 50G. i > Scriptures; 
of Mo Jags he | —_ 


Luke qordon delng a, _ pats tr that: 
ir. 45: they mig ht: wuderſtaud the Scriptares-7i - 


*** And the Royal Prophet makes ic: his) 


Prayer, =: 4 God woewid be pleaſed. pac 


open 


Harmony. as well LAS | 
c lall-bechenqualifi's co Diſcovery, | 
and and conſequently with Tranſports to. | c; 
Ade, fad 4 TIE locgemany and » 
acion-.of our, Faculties, will, prov. 
porpopably, tq/-ics; own; meaſure., Jn 


us 
: 
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: 
ful things ont of the” gs ks —_ 
was above intimated Y ſo welfa fd, 


that the Word.of God wanted nor Ad- 
mitable rhings, rhar ke'is onely ſolli- 
cirous for the Improvemeng of . his 


'own Eyes, that they might be quali- 


fd rodiſcern them, 
*T had almoſt forgotten one 
Wor, abour the Adyanrages of * Note: 
pical Studies, rhar'1s too confiderable 
to be lefe unmenition'd: For as great 


= Truths; 


PETE TION 


1 have repreſenced 'the Benefirs ac 
roving 'from the 'Knowledge' of 'Dj- 
hs; yer to' ae them to 
bs, it may be ſafely added\, "thr, t 
procure us theſe es, rhe x 
Acraifitnenc of thar Knonſevge is by 
alwayy abſolutely Neceſſary ,” bit a 
hearty Endeavour after it may” fic 
toehcitle Us to them, © The 5 
Chymiſt, that conſumes hinelf. yon 
his Eftate in ſeeking after t 

ſopherg Stone; ifhe Gf of big Idofiz'd 
Zlixhy, had as good, nay better, have 
vever (ought it, and remains as Þ 
Eee, as he was tich in Exp 


1 The Husbandinan thar ' employs his 


Seed and Time; to obtain 
T0" Ground 


Gonna perdlbe brritus any 


'Toomany Patients; that have puns 
Qually done and ſuffer'd for Recavg 
ry all.char. Phyſicians could preſcribe, 

a laſt with'Dearh in ſtead of 
Heb, You know what entertaige 
ment has beep givenby Skilful Geo; 
metricians.. to the laborious endet- 
vpprs, evenof ſuch famous Writers ag 


ons Lo, and or 
Trans, aye bat their Src 
Hobbs, afcer all che Fs i” 
taken,. and. thoſe he has | | 
nzre the Circle, and Ne go 
Cube, by. miſſiog of Fs end, has, af 
i; bus yarious actempts,. come off; 
; ly with by 6 ppb by 


of ey aye certainr 4 ch 


= t'of coming up to whar rhey 
aimec -#e havs been uſclels , if, ng! 


DYE 


| prejudicial to-rhe Artewpres,),.. 
+ But God(.to ſpeak with St. Paw! on Atexvy, 


— 


; 35 


Ls 36. CURE 
b ? # ” » 
. i; OY 6 

& '/4 


Ll ; Py 


another occaſion ). that made. the world, 242 35, 
and all things therein, and.it. Lord of 
heaven aud earth, ſeeks not. qur .Ser- 
vices, as thoegy He needed anything, 
ſeeing he giveth Life, and. Breath, and 
all things: His, Self-ſufficiency. and 
Bounty are ſuch, that He ſeeks in our 
Obedience the Occafions of xewarding 
it, and preſcribes us Services, . becauſe 
the Practiſe of them is not,onely ſuta« 
ble ro our Rational, Nature, burſuch 
2s. will prevail with his Juſtice, co. lec 


' Nis Goodneſs. make our. Perſons. hap. © 


Wie Scripture, that abr ob, | is 


aid; to have, been juſtified, by faith, Jan. i; 
when, be offered his ſon tſaac; upon; the **© 
Alter, - ( though. he did nog. Actually 
Gacrifice him.) becauſe he, endeavour'd 
to.do. (oz, ;/al;hough, God. graciouſly 
acceprin the Wall for the: eed, ace 
cepred alſa. of -the bloud ofa -Ram, in- 
ſteadof 1ſa's,;;; And thus we. know, 
that, 'twas not» D4vid,, but. Salomon 
thar built, the;Temple of Hiernfalem, 
and yer.God ſays to the former ptthole 
Kings ( as we we told by the; latter 


44% Fore 


vj. $95 


2 Sam, 


Vij. #: 


ver. Ss. 
Ver. 11, 


2 Chron, Forafwiathi 
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withfanting-thov ſhalt nor build "oh 
Houſe, '&c.-\ 
they are ddjjvered in the Second Book 
of Saxwiel,-*we ſhall find, thar upon 
Davis" declaration of 'a defign'ty. 


build” God” an houfe, God himſdF] 


vyouchfafes*to honour him, as he oncy. 
did Atoſes;with the peculiar Title'of 
His Servant's and cothmands the Pros, 


phet to fay to him; Alſo the Lord rells | 
thee, rhet He will makeThet an Houſes | 


To which-is' added one of the graci4 


onleſt Meſſages that Godever fenced | 


any particular man, "By which wemay: 
learn, "that God approves and accepry 
even thoſe Endeayours ( of his Sets 
vants ) if they be real and fincere, that 
never "come to be 'aRtually accom- 
pliſhed : Good Deſigns' ahd Endea- 
vours are our part, but the events of 
thoſe, asof all other things, are in the 


 All-diſpofing hand of God, who, if we | 
be nor wanting to what liesin us, will | 


not ſuffer us ro be Loſers by the des 


ſeating Diſpofitions FA PreriEY Þ] a1 


Ya [1 as it was\invhine heat aq. £ - 
baild:un Houſe for me name, thow' did | x. 
well in that if was in thine hearts "vol | 


: And af we look eo *thie yl 
other-CircumPtances of this Story,-a | 


pens rg that will. keep, us'frony be 
ers 
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by miſſing of .thae;>. And? 


| deed,- if wh cof ao re 
 thar the Scriprure, aswell/treqhenrly: 


3 juſtly,gives God's Goodheſs {which: 
jr repreſents 'as Over , or; as Above, H5b.j.13; 
all lis Works) and: chat -bis/ purer "eyes 


| Pamiſh; as well-as See, rhe: Murfer 3nd 


Adwtery' of the! heart, when thoſs 
Iacentional fins are hinder'd from ad= 
vancing into» Actual 'ones 5 we! _ 
ſcarce: doubt bur He, whoſe:” 
puniſhes ſinful Aims, will allow his Io= 
finite Goodneſs to' recompenſeipjous: 
Attempts: -Andtherefore OQFSaviekr 
pronounces them! bleſſed;:thar4 

and thirſt after riehteouſmeſs; -affuri 
Them' thar they ſhalbbe ſarisf#, and 
thereby ſufficiently: incimating. ro us, 
That an earneſt DefireafceraSpiritu-: 
a4-Grace (/andfuch- is the :knowledge 
of-Diyine things) may entitlea mail 
ro rhe: complete: Poſſeſſion. of it, "if. iy 

\ not. 4n »This/life, yer: ini'the-Nexry 
wherewe :thall' not'any more: walk by: > Cor. #; 
| Faith, hutby Sieht; and obrain as well-7: 

a + Knowledge as 'other Endowments,” | 
1s : beficriag 
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Luke xx, 
36, 
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like tothe Angels, 


My. 4 þ 
-. The Confiderations,Sir, I have his). 


that we ſhall be [iomy54820/ Jequat;'or; 


therro-laid before you, co recommend: Þ © 


the Sta#dy of Divine Truths, have, I: 
_ hope, perſwaded you, Thar *tis on: 


many accounts both zeble and eligible 
in ſelf and therefore I ſhall here: 


' concinde the Firft Part of this Diſs. 
courſe, Andinregard that the Under-' 


valuation : PhySophilw exprefles 'for 
that excellent Imployment ; ſeems to! 


flow (chiefly ar leaſt from his fondneſs 
and partiality for Natural Philoſophy ; lW 
. itwill gext concern us to compare the. 
. Rudy of Theology with that of ' Phy-: 
ficks, and ſhow, that the Advantages iſ 


which your Friend alledges in favour 
ofthe Latter, are partly much leſſen'd 
by diſadvantageous Circumſtances, 
and partly much out-weigh'd by the 


Tranſcendent Excellencies. of Theo- f 


logical Contemplations: The ſtudy 
whereof will thereby appear to be nor 
onely Eligible init ſelf, but Preferrs- 


- bleto its Rival, And I muſt give you | 
warning to expect to find the Second: 
= Part, 
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nfs Part; which the makiog this Compaz 
\. riſon challenges to it ſelf, a good deal 
more Prolix chan the Firſt ; nor onely 
becauſe ic often requires more rrou- 
; ble, and more words to dere and di(- 
d: ' prove an Errour, than to make our a 
FE | Truth but alſo becauſe rhar divers 
n | things cending to che Credir of Divi- 
te nity, and which conſequently mighe 
6 have been brought into the Firſt Pare 
© of this Diſcourſe, were thoughe more 
- fic tobe interwoven with'other things, 
> inthe Anſwers made to the QbjeRti- 
o'fY ons examin'd in the Second, 
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Li 
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nycigles. , yourr 
| Fiientf ul 3d ole! Firtuoſi, from, - 
| relibng as they cught, and other- 


wile 


SES 7Þ 
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(Gm) 
iſe would, the pleaſantneſs of Theo- 


2enuouſly with.you, I ſhallnar (cruple 


to acknoixledge, that though the Ad- 
dreſs: 1 have tþdde to Matte: has 
laſted ſeveral years, and has been toil- 
ſome enough, and nor unexpenfive 5 


yer I haye been pleas'd enough with 


E'FaVQUIrs, ugh a$ they are hat the 
hcko Re pf cofime Nori nog 
. to complain of hayjng been unplea- 
ſanrly imploy?d. But though I readil 
aow. the attainments. of::Nartirali 


ra beable ro give Philoſophical. Souls | 


fincerer Pleaſures, than 5a0l char .the 
more undiſcernifie part of "Mankind is 
fo-fond of ; -yet- 1 muſt not therefore 
allow chem to {rpaG,.or Fvenequal, 


the Contentment, that may accrue ro | 


Soul qualified by, Religion, co reliſh 


eb bet rhidips tho From ſome Kind of 
Theologicat Cbnpremplations. © /- * ; 


 v'1Thise Fprotbine, will ſofficiently 
appear, if Thew'you, that the; Study 
of Phyſiology Is-nor unattended wir 

confidewble Tucdnveniencies, and thae 


the pleaſay:neſs! of ir maybe, by 3. 
Perſ:n ftutiogs'vf Divinity, njoy'd, - 


with endearing Circumtances* 


' Byr before name any of the' pars* | 
| © riculay | 
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(13) 
ticular Reafots'that I am to repreſent, 


- I-fear:it may- be-requiſite ro intet- 


p#ſc. a few words, to obviare a mi- 
ſtake, which,-if hot iprevenred; may 
have an ill aſpeQ,. nor onely upon"the 
firſt SeQion,: but upon a grear' part of 
the foilowing Diſcourſe,  For'I know 
that 'it maybe faid, rhac: whereas I 
alledge divers things, to'ltſſen/'the 
lately mentioned delightſnlnets ofthe 
Nady of Phyſic , and © ro 'depreviate 
ſoine other advantages,'by which the 
following Sections wonld recdmmend. 
it, ſome of the ſame things may: be 
objected againſt 'the delightfulneſs of 
the ftudy of Divinicy. But this-Ob- 
jeRion will . nor, I -preſume, .much 
move you, if you conſider the argu- 
ment and ſcope of the two patts'of 
this Letter, For inthe former I have - 
ſhewn by | poſitive -Proofs, that (the 

fludy of Theology is attended with 


_ divers advantages, which belong co ir, 


either onch as ſome of them-do,'-or 
principally as others: And now in the 
ſecond'parrTI come to conſider, whe- 
ther:what is alledged in behalf of the 
ſtudy of Philoſophy, deſerve to couns 


.ter=ballance, thoſe Prerogatives-of 
Advantages ;. and'therefore Rn 


I 4 


J 


CIs ) YF: 
need be nor-1s my:defign, to..com- 
pare, (or-inſtance, -the+ delighrfulneſs 
of che: wo--ſiudies;:Philoſophy: ad 

| Phy {icks;_-þut by. ſhewing the Incon- 
veniences ; that : allay\-the latter,-..to 
- weaken the Argument: that is drawh 
from 'that delighetulneſs;. eo conclude 
.it-preferrable to the ſtudy of Thea- 
-logy; :Soabat my work,:in this-and 
-the - following Sections, is, not {6 
much go'in{tirute, Compariſons, 'as' tb 
.obviate-or, anſwer ;Allegations. -; For 
{ince-::I have - in: the paſt , Diſcourſe 
grounded the Excellency of the: ſtudy 
of - Divinity, chiefly npon: thoſegrear' 
advancagesthar are peculiarroity my 
:Reaſonings, would not: be fraftrated, 
zhoughir thould-appear, that in poinr 
of - Delighttuine(s; Cercainty;, ::8&c; 
that Study ſhould; ini'many caſes; be 
liable tothe ſame: ObjeGions -with-ehie 
' Study of Nature, frnce 'tis por:mdinly 
for:thele Qualities, bur, as T'was fay> 
ing,” for other and; peculiat Excellens 
cies :that :I recommended Divinity, 
And therefore, ſuppoting the Delights. 
Fulnefs, '8c,-of thar' and of Phyſtcks; 
toube allayed by the fame, or equit- 
Inconvenrences:' or. - Imperie@&ions3!] \ 
thir Soppoſition would not hinder the; | .' 
—_ 7; ERP Sealers "> 
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Scales 20: be frayed in fayour of Di- 


' vinity, upon: the ſcore of thoſe. Ad- 
' vantages that are unqueſtion'd, and 


peculiarly 'belong to ic. . I know: nor 
wherher I need- add, that, notwich- 
ſtandiog —_ are not; 40, expect, 
that 'I ſhogld. give Philoſopby the 

ounids of an Enemy, . For my defign 
being not: to- diſcourage you, nor any 
Iogenious: man, - from. courting .Her 


_ gt all, nor: from)! courting Her 26bch, 


but: from: courting er #80 19h; and. 
defpiling Divigicy for - her, ] employ 
againſt hernot a; Sword co wound . her, 
buc-a Ballanicez to ſhew, that her Ex- 
cellencies, though tolid;and, weighty, 


are leſs ſo;-than the preponderating: 
.ones of Thealogy- And this temper, 


ddd purpoſe ot mine renders my T as. 
difficult; enough ro have , perhaps, 
ſomierightzo your pardon,7as well as, 
fome-need.,of-ir;- if I do nor every. 
where-ſteer ſo exactly, as, cqually ro 
tyoid-iojuring,the Cauſe I am co plead. 
for, and: diſparaging a Scudy, which I 
would ſo lizcle depreciate,, that I allow 
it a great,part of my Inclinations, and 
not a;lictle-ſhare of my Time, And 


| having daid-chis, to keep the Deſign 
6f this Diſcoytſe from being miſun- 


4 n 


derſtoos, 


been declaring. 


Returning then to whatT wasabouy: 
to ſay before this long,- due needfyl; 
Advertiſement interrupred ' me ;:-Þ. 
ſhall reſume my Diſcourſe of the Des. 

 lightfultieſs of the Study of Phyſicks; | 
about which T was going:in the firſt: Þ-; 
place totell you, that I know you and 
your Friend will freely granr me, \thay- 
the knowledge of the empty-and burs | 


ren Phyfiology, that'is raughr/in the: 
Schools, as ic- exaQts not thuch pains: 


to be acquird, ſo ir #ffords-bur licrle- 
ſatisfaction when atraiti'd.: .And as-1 


know you will give me- leave to fay: 
thiss ſo, being witranced* by.no. 
flight experience of my own; I thatt 
rake leave to ſay alfo, tharthe Rady 


of that Experimental Philoſophy 
which is that whereof ' your-Friend'is'” 


ſo much-enamour'd, is, if it” be 'duly 
proſecuted; a very troubleſome and 


laborious Imployment.' For, (ro: mens! 
tion at- preſent but This) 'that- greae © 
v2riety of Objets the Naturaliſt is; 
not onely by His Curioficy, 'bus by! 
Their ſecret dependances- upon one | | : 
another, engagd to conſider, and” 


 derſto6d, Thope we may now proceed/ 
rothe particulars, whoſe ſcope we have. 


Oh. 


4 [fever ways'to hatidle, will pur him 


potrtceding,” and conſequentlyupon 
opp bs ba fel to fuach 2 Vartety of 
ick People, '('as Dittilſers 
Divofters Smiths Turners, &c,) thar 
great part of his*time, and perhaps 


| a his” Patience, ſhall be ſpent in 


waiting © upon Trades-men, and re&- 


paiting che Joſſes he fuſtains by Their 


vlppoinements, whichis # Dradgery 
greater than any, who has nor try'dir, 


will imagine , and+ which yer- being 


a5 inevirable as unwelcome, does'yery 
much 'counter-ballance and allay the 
Dtlightfulneſs of the Study we are 
treating of, Inwhich'fo great #' parc 
of a'thahs' care and time muſt be* laid 
one in” provi ng the” Apparatus "ts nes 
cefny for the trying of Experi- 
ue this is not all: Ky "For when 
hte Freight an” Ex _ yolk a6 


::thonghr the 1 © Ns 
porch you bit he) pleas 'withs 
Loxcqdlobetn hn. *For't it fares-not-with 
2h Triquifirive mind in ftndying: on 
Boot , of Nature, © a$'\in' reading of 


' #þpYFibies, or foine prher collefti 


'% 


on of ring forts, and 


inde- 


lognes of i 


when,you have, read. over as- many.ar 
onetime as you think fir, you, :may 
leave, off when you pleaſe ;.and go 
away with the pleaſure of underſtand- 


ing thoſe you. have perus'd ,..withour f 
-being ſollicited, by. any troubleſome | 


1ich of Curioſity to look atter thereſt, 


- .as thoſe which are.needfal' ro.the bet» 


ter. underſtanding of thoſe you. have 
already gone over, or that will be ex- 

- -Plicated. by them, and ſcarce , without 
- ..them.. Bur. in the Book of Nature, a 
.ina well contriv'd Romance, the-parts 
have, ſuch a-conneCtion and . relation 


£9,,0ne . another, and. the :things we 
wauld: diſcover. are. ſo .daikly; qr. in- | 
compleatly. knowable, by thoſe: that. 


precede them, .that che mind-'is never 
ſatisfied ill ir comes to the, end of the 
Book; till when all chat. is diſcover'd 
in the progreſs, is-ugable co keep the 
Mind rom being moleſted with Im- 


patience ro find; that. yer conceal, - 


which will not, be, known till one. does' 
atleaſt. make a futther aeugd) «And 


- 


yer the full diſcovery. of Natutes My- 


pans ſhare in this Life, thar-yhe, 


Yr 


EDA Hide i theirs,” 


'' 
Ps 


| 


independant one ypon another 3: where 


- 
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- theirs; that light opon ſome excellenc 
"Romance, 'of which they ſhall never 
ſeethelatrer parts, For indeed ( to 


ſpeak:now without a Simile Y* there is 
ſuch a Relation berwixt Natural Bo- 


| dies, and they may. in ſo many ways 


(and divers of them unobſery'd) work 
upon, orſuffer from, oneanother, that 


\ he, who makes a new Experiment, or 


diſcovers a new Phenomenon, muſt 
pot preſently think, that he. has dif- 
cover'd a new Truth, or detected an 
old Error. For, (at leaſt if he be acon- 
fidering man ): he will oftentimes find 
reaſon to doubr, whether the Expe- 
riment or Obſervation have been ſo 
skilfully and \ warily 'made in all cir- 
cumſtances, as to afford him ſach an 
Account of the matter of fa&, as a 
ſevere Naturaliſt would deſire. And 
then, ſuppoſingithe Hiſtorical parc 
no way. defective,” there are far more. 
Caſes thanare taken notice of, whete- 
iſo many differing Agents may pro- 


| duce the exhibited Phenomenon, or 
| have a great-Influence upon the Ex- 


. 
3 
_ 


nent or Obſervation, that he muſt 
'he leſs-jealous than becomes a Phi- 


1 loſopher, ro whom Experiments'doe 
-] net: ofcencimes. as well ſuggeſt new 


: me 


54 
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nd the relations that Natural Bodies 
ve to ene. another, give ſuch hopes 


and ſuch defires of improving the Ac- 


quiſts we have already made, to the 
explicating of other Difficulcies,o 


the making of further Diſcoveries, - 


that anInquiſitive Naturaliſt finds his 
work to increaſe daily upon his hands, 
and the event of -his paſt Toils, whe» 
ther it be good or-bad, does but ens 
gage him into new ones, either to free 
himſelf from his ſcruples, or improve 
his ſucceſſes, So that, though thepleas 
ſure of making Phyſical Diſcoveries, 
is, in itſelf conlider'd, very grear z-yet 
this does not a little impair ic, -r 

the ſame attempts which afford that 
delight, do ſo frequently beger both 
anxious Doubts, anda diſquieting Cu- 
riofity, Socthar, if knowledge: be, as 
ſome Philoſophers have ſtyVd ir, the 
Aliment of the Rational Soul, I fear 


I may rootruly ſay, rhar the. Ny | 


liſt is uſually fain ro live upon $ | 


, 


ſome gourilument, excite more appe-! 


| | 3 

doubts, as preſent. new Phanomwens; rl! | 
And even thoſe: Trials, that i:end ; 

19 real. Diſcoveries, :do, by reafon--of | 
the connection of Phyſical Truths, 


d Sauces, which though they yield" 
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| tite chan ehey'facisfic, and give us in- 
1 deed the pleafure of eating with a 


ſtomach, bur then reduce us to 

an unwelcome neceſſity of always rifing 
hangry from the Table. 

"Of divers things, that lefſen the 


Delightfulneſs of Phyfiological Seu- 
dies, I do fo amply difcourle in other 


Papers, that I might well remie you 
thicher z- but indeed it is. not neceſſary 
thac I ſhould inſiſt on this Argumene 
any further, *Tis true, that ſuch'a Re- 
ference might be very proper, if the 


Myſteries of Theology and Phyſick 


were like choſe of Theology and Ne- 
cromancy, or ſome other part of un- 
lawful Magick, whereof the former 
could not be well reliſh'd without an 


abhorrence of rhe latter. Bur as the 


two great Books, of Nature and of 
Scripture, have the ſame. Anthour 
ſorthe ſtudy of the latter does nor ac 
all hinder an Inquiſitive man's de- 
light in the ſtudy of the former. The 
Doctor I am pleading for, may as much 
reliſh a Phyfical Diſcovery, as Phy- 
_ nay, by being addicted co 

heology and Religion, he is fo far 


1d] fron being uncapable of the conrent- 


) , _menes- accruing from rhe findy of 


Nature, 
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Nature, that befide' choſe; things tha: 
recommend-it to others,-there'are'ſe-. 
veral things that peculiarly endear it tor: 
Him. | | ©2217 
For 1, he has the contentment to. 
look upon the wonders of Nature, not 
' onely as the Productions: of an ad-: 
mirably wiſe Author of things, bur of. 
ſuch an one as he intirely honours and| 
loves, and to whom he is related, He: 
that reads an excellent Book, or ſees; 
ſome rare Engine, will be otherwiſe; 


T 


affected with the fight or the peruſal, 
if he knows it to have been made by; 
a Friend, or a Parent, than if he'contt-: 
ders it but as made by a ſtranger, 
whom he has no particular reaſon to; 
be concern'd for, And it Rehoboemn did: 
not as well degenerate from the ſen-: 
riments of. Mankind, as from his Fa-1 
mily, he could nor but look upon 
thar Magnificent Temple of Solomos! 
with another Eye, than did the throngs: 
of Strangers that came onely:ro gaze 

ar it, as-an admirable piece of Ar-' 

chiteQure, whilſt he conſider'd” that: 
*(was his'Father that builtic,, Andif, 
(as we ſee) the ſame Heroick Actions,: 


which we .read in Hiſtory, of ſome: | 


great Monarch, that firavge:s barely: 
and 
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- | and unconcertiedly -admire;- the Naz: 
| tives of :his -Countrey donor. onely: 


venerate , bur: affeftionate]y interett: 
themſelves therein, becayſe-they.are: 
his Countrey-men, ' and: their: Ance- 
ftors were his Subjets: How muckr 


may we ſuppoſe the ſame' Actions 


would affet them, if: they had >the: 
honour to be that Prince's Childrene 
We may well therefore preſume, that 
4is not withour a fingularſatisfafion, 
that the Contemplator, we are:ſpeak= 
ing of, does inall the Wonders of 'Na- 
ture diſcover, how -wiſe, and /poteat,] 
and-boufirifal that Author of: Nature 


45, in whom he has a great: Intereſt, 


and thar ſo great an one;as both to be: 
admitted ; into. the number of-: his 
Friends, and adopred inrorthe number: 
of his Sons, 'and is thereby: in ſome 
meaſure concern'd in _allcheAdmira- 
tions and Praiſes, that are paid: either 
by himſelf or athers, to thoſe Adorable 
Attributes ;that God has diſplayed in 
thar great Maſter-piece of Power and 
Wiſdem, the World, And when he 
makes - greater: diſcoveries: in theſe. 
Expreſſes - and Adumbrations of the 


- Divine PerfeCtions, the delightfulneſs 
| ot-bis : Cootemplation..is proportioy 


. 
z/ 


_ 


nably incregs'd upon ſuch an Account): 
as thar, which indears-to the paſhos: 
nate Loverof ſome charming Beauty: 


an Excellenc,- above an Ordinary, Pi« |. 
cure of her , becauſe that the ſame: 
things that make him, as it does. 


other Gazers, look 


_= it-as a' finer: 
piece, make 'Him look upon ir as the. 
more like 'his Miſtreſs, and t yl 
entertainhim with the ſublimer Ideas. 
of the beloy'd Original z/' ro whole. 
eranſcendent Excellencies he ſuppoſes 
that the Nobleſt Repreſencations myſt. 


be the moſt reſemblin 


- And there is a nb Reaſon, why: 
qur Comemplator ſhould findi a grear: 
geal-of ' contentment in; theſe Diſco=<: 
veties; | For we have inour nature '(o: 


much of ImperfeQion, and withall fo 


much of Inclination to ſelf-love, thae- | 
we:do t60.confidently proportion our. 
Idea's of what God can do for us, to. 
what we have already the knowledge. 


er the poſſcſhon of, And though, 


when we makeit our buſineſs, we are 


able wich much ado ſomewhat to en- 
lrge our apprehenfions, and'/raiſe our 1 
expeRarions: beyond their wonted- | 

ich 5 yer till chey wilt be bur ſeats 
- Ip promored-and_ heightned, 'if +hoſs. 


things 


mm” "oP 
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* | things themſelves be but mean and 
' [ordinary , +Which we think we have 


done enough if we make them ſurpaſs.” 


\ [-& Countrey'Villager, born and bred 


me: |.in :a homely: Cotrage, cannot have 
-_ any - ſuitable 'apprehenfiohs of the 
ner: Pleaſures and Miobificence of a great 
the. Monarchs Court: And it he ſhould be 
by. bid to ſcrne up his Imagination to 
2s | frame Idea's of them, they would be 
ole. | borrow'd from.the beſt Tiled Houſe 


he'-had ſeen in the Market-towns 
where he had ſold his Turnips or 
Corn, and the Wedding-feaft of ſome 


| ntighbouring/Farmers Datghrer, And 
{F though a Child in the Mother's womb 


0" bad che perfe&t uſe of Reaſon , yet 
{9} told it not in” that dark Cell have 


S:. 


j| any Idea's of the Sun'or Moon, or 
- | Beauties or Banquers, or Algebra of 
| Chymiſtry; and many other things; 
« | which his Elder Brothers, that breach 
| freſh Air,, and freely behold rhe Lighr, 


ad'are in 2'mote mature Eſtate, are 
capable of knowing and enjoying. 


t- |} Now arriong Thinking men, whoſe 
| dioughts run mach upon that future 
& | tare which they maſt ſhorrly enter 
t= | ikto, bit ſhaft ncyer paſs ont of;. there 
- | will” frequently and harirafly wiſe 2 


2 diſtruſt; 


a» 
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- diſtruſt, which thougbſeldome-own'd, |. 
proves oftentimes diſquieting enought | f 
For ſuch men are apt to queſtion, | þ 
how the ſuture condition. which the 2 
Goſpel. promiſes, can afford them ff d 
much happineſs as it pretends «to; | t| 
ſince they ſhall in Heaven but Con-f| ( 
template the Works of God, and | 'y 
praiſe him, and converſe with him, all Þ 1: 
. which they think may, though nor | C 
immediately , be done by men here fÞ ti 
-below, without being happy : But heſ a 
-that by Teleſcopes and Microſcopes, | {i 
.dexterous Diſſe@ions, and well i t| 
ploy'd Furnaces, &Cc, diſcovers, the li 
wondrous power and skill of him that} q 
contriv'd ſo vaſt and immenſe a Maſi ri 
of Matter, inco ſo curious a piece-off p 
Workmanſhip as this World ,. will C 
pleaſingly be convinc'd of the bound: || t| 
leſs power and goodnels of the great | 0 
Archite&, And when he ſees how ad- || g. 
mirably every Animal. is furniſh'd with || a 
parts requiſite to his reſpeQive natures | a 
and that thereis particular care taken; } t 
that the ſame Animal, as for example; || 8 
Man, ſhould have differing proviſions | fi 
wade for him according to. his-differs || t: 
ing ſtates within, the womb, «nd ous: 

t 


of it, (a humane Egg, and an Ewbriog | 


| (227) 
- being" much- otherwiſe nouriſhed and- 
firxed*for a4ion;;than is a (complear ). 
on, | Man; ) 'He,-Ifay, who confiders this, 
the { and obſerves the. ſtapendious. Provi- 
1:0] dence, and excellent Contrivances, 
to; thac che curious. Priets into Nature 
-ON- | Candnone but, they ) can diſcover, 
and | will be as well enabled as invited to. 
al } reaſon thus within himſe'f:: That ſure 
not | God, who-has with ſuch-admirable Ar- 
were] tifice fram'd Silk-worms, Butterflies, 
| he 2nd' other meaner InſeRs, and with 
pes, | ſuch wonderfal providence taken care, 
im that the nobler Animals ſhould 3s. 
chefſ liccle waat ;any of all che things re- 
hat 
Laſs 
of 
will 
nd: 
eat 
ads 
ith 
eg 
en; 


quiſice co rhe- compleating. of their 

' reſpective Natures ; and who, when he- 
pleaſes, ' can-furniſh ſome things with 
Qualifications, | quire- differing from 
thoſe which the : knowledge of his 
other works could have made us ima-' 

gine, (as is evident in the Load-ſtone 

and in Quick-filyer among-Minerals, 

and che Senficive Plant among Vege-. 

| tables, che Camelion among Animals, 
le; | &c.) This Gad, I ſay, muſt needs be, 
ns {| fully ab'e co furniſh thoſe he de'i- hrs. 
2% | to honour, with; O5jeRs. ſuitable ro. 
their improv'd, Faculties, and with all 
that is requiſice to the Happineſs he. 
A K 3 intends 


BF - 


_ <8) 1 
inrends them'in their glorifi'd' RareF | * 
and is able to bring this 'to paſs "by". 
ſuch amazing contrivances, as perhaps | 
will be quite differing from any, that” | 
the things we have yet- ſeen uggeſt 1 
ro us any Idea'sof, Andfare he, that' 
has in ſo immenſe, ſo carious; and-fa |. 
magnificent a Fabrick, made ſuch}. 
provifion* for Men, who' are either J- 
deſperately wicked, or but very-im-"] 
perfeatly good, and in a ſtate where*J 
they arenot to Enjoy: happineſs, but*] * 
by Obedience and Sufferings -to'Fir'Þ. 
themſcelyes for it, may'ſafely be truft-" © 
ed with finding them in Heaven Im 
ployments and Delights ' becoming} 
the Felicicy he deſigns them Therez'} - 
as we fee that here below, he pro-iJ - 
vides as yell for the ſoaring -Eagle.” 
as for the creeping Caterpillar; ( and" 
isablero keep the Oceanas fully ſup-} 
ply'd with Rivers, as Lakes or Ponds:Þ| 
are with "Springs and Brooks,) And'Þ 
as a ſtare 'of Celeſtial happineſs is ſo'Þ}. 
great a Bleſſing, that thoſe things thar'} 
afford us either grearer aſſurances ,\Þ- 
pr greater foreraſtes of it; are of the [ 

number of the greateſt Conrentritenty'Þ. 
.and Adyantages, that ſhort of Ir we'll 
"Fanenjoy's fo tis hard for any Divinnll 
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a (139) = 8 
#7” | 20receivefo-thuch of dil w | iz 
{ F risfaQion, as *he who'by* Skilfully 
a: ' Jookingims the Wondets of Nature, 
| _— ſins was ne 
j (a3 an E 
43 _ T3 elevated and/& mY fs hs 
fo | whet the Queew of oBiBe” har 
| (cularly ſutvey'dche ftorihing Prue 

«| dence CI Es intheck- = 
n-| -deringi oþ his-Magnificent Court; the © 

© | ranſportedty” cole thoſe Ser- 
tf varits of: nis-r0:be ha thought r fo 
ie: | -deſervd a Mondechs e 
if -allowedebrthononr and oor 
1-0 —— ak 
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-Dowbe notbur yow Kire' ro0 oak 
- at-Opinion-of your Friend; not co 
oil © bink thatyou-may alledge: inf his fa> 
,1F -vour, thatthechiebthing which make 
s | hinr prefer Phyftology to\ all other 

ef kindof knowledge; is; Thats enab'es 
bd ” thoſe wha are: Proficiemes in it to: d6 
ye! ” a great deal of good, both by im 
h nel) proving ob Trades; _ by p— 

x | K 4 


| 


mindful ot whatT wric ro Pyrophiles, 


To deny ejther.chat iscan afſiſta mai. | | 
"to, advance;Phyſick:and: Trades ;-6r 


that, by ſo doing,. rr vgs ad- 


"i: vancageMankiad, |, And this.T, (who 


| -youldagr leflen your:Friends Eſteem 


for Phy&icks, bur onely, his/Partiality) 
willingly ;acknowledge.:co::be foal 
lowabie,ag - Endearnient:! ob Expert 
mental, Philoſophy. that-# do :;not 
know. any thing, that:romeriof a Ha- 
Jnane, ,as well. as - Iogenidts: Diſpoſt- 
;10n, ought: more; touregomimend the. 


Audy, of, Nacure.z except:the oppor» 
runity it affords men to be Juſt: and. 
Grateful to the Author both of Na- 


ture and-of-Man.--T-do not then deny, 
that rhe , true Naturaliſt may. very 
_— 

thar, if..men be not wanting to theme 
{elves,:the--Divine may: benefic them, 


wuch more, Tc: were:not: perchange: 
either ynſeaſonable, ,or.impettinent. to. 
gel! you:.on-this occaſion, that he who 
efftetugyllyteaches men to ſubdue their 
Luſts an&Paſſhons, does as much as} 1 
| the Phyſiclan-*contribute to the pre« 
ſervation »of their: Bodies, by exem» || 
"Ping them: from thoſe Vices, wholF/: 
og BS 4. te + vo 


lo. td 'F 
of 'Phyfigk. ir, ſelE-; And Tiam- tos | ne 


tMankind';\but-I affirm, 
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no:teF3 -uſual than-deſtrutive Effets 


are:'Wars, and Duels, and Rapines, and 


| Defolations, and the Pox,and Surfers, 


and all rhe train :of - other: -Diſeaſes 
thar 4trend Gluctony and Drunken-. 
nels, Tdleneſs'and Luſt; which are noe 
Enemies to: Mans::Life and Health 
barely upon a Phyſical accounr, bur 
vpon:a' Moral-one,. as they provoke 
God? 0: puniſh them with Temporal 
as welt-as Spiritual; Judgments 5: ſuch 
xs Plagues, Wars, Famines; and other 

ablick Calamities; that ſmeep awiy- 
2:great * part of. Mankind 5. *-befides: 
thoſe perſonal:-afflictions of ' Bodily, 
Sickneſs, and diſquiets of Conſcience, 
that do both Shorten mens-Lives,and 
Imbitterthem. Whereas Piety. hav= 
ing-(as:the Scripture aſſures.us;) Pro- 
miſes: both of; this-Life, and of that 
whichis to'come,'thoſe Teachers that 
make-men Virtuous and Religious, 
by: making {them: -Temperare , and 
Chaſte, and Inoffenfive, and Calm, and 


 Contented, donotonely procure them 


great and excellent; Difpoſicions to 
thoſe-Blefſings,: both of the ; Righe 


- hand :and of+ che' Left, which God's 
Goodneſs makes him forward- to be- 


w..on' tho(g,: 'who by. Grace, and 


”- 


Y 
o 


(tzz)) ey 1 
Virtue re made fic "to receive them 
but do help them to thofe Quilifies> | 
tions, that by preſerving the Mind ih 
a calm and cheerful remper, as well xs 
by affording the Body-al} chat Tempe 
fance can-confer, do both Lerigchen 
their Lives , and” Sweeten | them| 
Thele —_ , ſay, wy Ty 
pertinent 'to | on; -but I wi 
echufe to repreſent to you, That lis 
Benefirs which men may receive from 
the Divine; ſurpaſs choſe which they 

receive/ frm the Naturalift, both 1 
the Nobleneſs of the Atraaga—and 
Ik the Durationof them. Stars 
_- Beit granted then; that the Natn« 
mliſt may much improve both Phy» 
_ fickand Trades4 yer fince thefe then Y* 
felves were deviſed for the ſervice of 
the Body; ( the one to preſerve' or: re« 
ſtore his Health, and cheotherto' furs 
piſh ic with Accommodations: or De- 
Fights, ) the boaſted uſe of Natural 
Philoſophy, by its advancing Trades 
aid Phyſick; will till: be to ſerve the 
Body'; which is bur the: Lodging and. 
Iftrumenr of che Soul; and which} 
preſume, your Friend; and' which Iam | © 
fare _ ſelf, will be far from thinking | 
tlie nobleſt part of Man, b know it q, 
S248 | may }. 
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5 | miybe fad, horde deny fe; tha of? 
' vers Mechanical' Ares are highly Be- 


neficial, not onely ro the Inventors, 
bar'ro thoſe Places, and perhaps-thoſe 
Stares, where' ach Improvements are 
found onr and cheriſh'd. Bur thongh 1 
moſt willingly'grape; char this Confi- 
gerarion onght to recommend Expe- 
timental Philoſophy; as well ro” Srates 
abtoprivate-Perſons; yet, befides thar 
many of theſe” Improvements-do' ra- 
ther Fransfer than Increaſe Man kinds 
goods, and prejudice one; Tore of Mei 
25:much 25 rhey Advanrage another, 
Cas it the caſe of the Eaſtetty'Spices: 
f : whoſe Trade 'the- Porriggnls' and 


- Ditch byheir later- Navigations; did; 
* by aþPropriating ir to rhemſelves, de- 


prive the Yeacti4ns Y or elfe does bue 
mcreaſe that,! which, though very: Be- 
neficial'to the Prodncers; is not really 
{6 'to' Mankind it general; Of which 
we have an Example in the Inventiot 
bf ExtraQing Gold and Silver vat of 
the Oar, with'Afercyry. For chough it 
haye vaſtly enricWd' the Spaniards in 
the Weſt Indies, yet "tis not of afy ſo- 


FS Hh advantageto the World, 'no more 
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| rhinthe Difcoyery-ef the Perwvict 
| #dorher' drveripay Mines; DP which, 


| eſpe- 
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' See Ex- 
amples of 


this in 


agg cifying Thar, are nor. ſo-requiſite.and ' 
Senſation important, as many ſuppoſe : Edu- 

ad Sct- cation, Cuſtorne, &c. having 2 grea- | 
' Quali, £er Inceteſt chan gnoſt imagine in the 
vs.” 9, reliſh Þ_ 


- more uſeful Metalls, ſhould nor be. 


( eſpecially reckoning the multitudes 
of unhappy men that are made miſe» 
rable, and deſtroyed in working them,) 
Mankind. is not putinto a berter-cons 
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dition than it was before. Andif the. 
Philaſopher's Stone ic ſelf,( ſappoſing 
there be ſuch a thing) were notan:In+ 
comparable Medicine, but were onely 
capable of tranſmuring. other Mecally 


into Gold, I ſhould perhaps doubt; | .. 


whether --the Diſcoverer of it would. 
much-advantage Mankind; there be; 
ingalready Gold and Silver enough eq 
maintain Trade and Commerce among 
men; and for all other. purpoſes; [ 
know not, why aplenty-of Iron, and” 
Braſs, and Qaick-filyer, which are-far 


more defirable. But not to urge thisy | 
we may conſider, that theſe Advance- 
ments - of inriching- Trades do- ſtill 
bring: Advantages but to the outward 
man, and choſe many Arts and Inven- 
tions that aim at the heightning the 
pleaſures of the Senſes, belong bur to. 
the Body;-and evenin point of gra- 


. e135) | 
-relliſh men ' have even of” Senfitive 
| pleaſures, Andasfor Phyſick, not to 

mind you, that it has been Lowdly 
' (how Juſtly,l here examinenor,) com- 
-plain'd of, that the new Philofophy 
;has made it far greater promiſes than 
:have yer been perform'd 3 I ſhall onely 
'take notice, that fince all that Phyſick 
1s wont to pretend to, is, to preſerve 
health, or reſtore it, there are-multi- 
zudes in the. world that haveno need 
of the aſſiſtance the Naturaliſt would 
give. the Phyſician z and a healthy 
man, as ſuch, 1s already ina better con- 
dition, than the Pniloſopher can hope 
to-place him in, and is no more ad- 
vantag'd by the Naturaliſt's contri- 
bution ro Phylick,' than a found man 


T that ſleeps. in a whole $kin, is by all 


the fine Tools of.a Chirurgeons Caſe 
of Inſtruments, and the various Com- 
poſitions of his Cheſt, 12S 

- And as the. Benefits that may be 
' derived from Theology, much: ſurpaſs 
thoſe that accrue from Phyficks, in 
the Nobleneſs of the Subje& they re- 
late'toz ſo bave they a great advan- 
tage inpoint of Duzatian. Forall the 
{ ſervice that Medicines, and "Engines, 
| and Improvements can do —_ as 
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* -che;r<fate-bur ro rhis'Life, ſo they 
_ determine withic, Phyfick indeedand” 

Chyniiſtry. do, the one more faintly, 
2nd: the: other more- boldly, pretend 
Comeritnes nor onely to the: Cure of 
Diſeaſes, bur - the Prolongation of! 
Life: "But fincenone will fuſpeR; bue- 
that the Maſters: of 'rhofe parts of 
knowledge would employ their utmoſt” 
Skill coptotract their own Lives, thoſe 
that remember,that Solomon and Hel-" 
mos: livd no longer , than millions” 
that. were ftrangers to Philalophy" 
and that even Paracelſazs himſelf, torall* 
his boaſted Arcana, 'is by Helmont © 
and other Chymiſts confeſſed ro have" 
died fome years ſhort of 505 we may ' 
yery juſtly fear, that Nature will not” 
be ſa-kind to her greateſt Voraries, as” 
to give them much. more time than 
other men, forthe payment of the laſd 
Debt all men owe her, And if a few * 
years reſpite could | by a ſcrupulous * 
and: troubleſome uſe of Diet and Re-- 
medies./be obrain'd, yer rhar, is” 
campatiſcn of the Ecernity that is 161” 


ESS25100T2 + OC COLL BDADDDTSD I 


follow, is nor ar all-confiderable. Buri | fÞt 
whereas: wichin ao; great mumber: of: 00 


years, (little ſooner, of 4 licclelarer:)? 
all: the; Remedies, and Reliefs, and; 


— 
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"| Bleaſures, and Accommodarions, that 
-| Philoſophical Improyeinents can'af-- 
ford' a-man,- will not ' keep him from 
the' Grave,” (which within very few 
days will make the body of the great- 
eſt Fieinoſo 25 hideous and as loath- 
ſome a Carcaſe as that of any ordinary 
| man; ) the Benefits that may accrue 
to us by Divinity , as they relace 
Chiefly, though not Oaely, to the 
other World; ſo they will follow us 
out of this, and prove then incompa= 
bly greater chan ever, when they 
alone ſhall be capable of being enjoy'd. 
4} So chat Philoſophy , in the capacity 
& we bere conſtder te, does bur as ir were 
£ provide us ſome hetle Convenierices 

| oe paſſage (like ſome Accommo- 
; ions for be _ out-laſts 
4 noe" the Voyage, ) but Refigion pro- 
| vides 'vs $ vaſt and Jncabſs Eire, 
4*t,'25 the Scriprure ſtyles it, an w- 
1 baker Kinedom, when we are arriv'd 
4 at / our Journeys end, And therefore 
irs | the Benefits accruing from Religion, 
toy | Bay well be concluded preferible' rg 
ir; {| their (Competitors, fince they, nor 
of: ||onely reach ro che Mind.of Man, bur 
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3: {ach beyond the Ead of. Time it ſelf, 
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that Philoſophy ſo. much boaſts: of,; | 

. as. whilſt they, were. in [ſeaſon "they! 
were deyis'd for the ſeryice ofthe Bo-; 

. dy., ſo they make ys buſie, and. pride; 
our {elves .abour things, that within-a; 
ſhort time will not ({ſo'mauch as.upoſy 
Its (core) at all conce;n.us. —__ 

| Þ 


.: The third $ ections 


Expe& you ſhould here urge onf 
l your Frixnds behalf, That the ſtyk 
.dy of Phyſicks has one Prerogativez 
(above that of Divinity, ) which, as i 
is otherwiſe a great Excellency, (@ 
does much add to the Delightfulneſs 
of it, I mean, the Certainty,and Clears 
neſs, and the thence reſulcing Satiſe 
faQorineſs of our Knowledge of Phy: 
fical , .in compariſon of any, we..cag 
have of Theological matters,: whoſe 
being Dark and Uncertain, the, Na+ 
ture of the things chemſelyes, and the 
numerous. Controverſies of differipg 
Secs about them, ſufficiently a 
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But upon this Subject, divers things] 1 
are to be conlider'd. 1 ll 
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For firſt, 2s to the Fundamental 


| 2nd Neceffary Articles of Religion, 


I do nor admit the Allegation, - bur 
take thoſe Articles to be both .Evi- 
dent, and capable of a Moral Demon- 


of Rration. And if there be any Articles 
10 of Religion, for which a Racional and 


Cogent Proof cannot be brought,” I 
ſhall for thar: very reaſon..conclude, 
that ſuch Argicles. are not abſolutely 
Neceflary to be beliey'dg fince ic 
ſeems no way reaſonable to imagine, 


q that God having, been pleaſed to ſend 


got onely his!P;ophers and his Apo- 


ey files , but-his. onely. Son inro- the 
| World, to. promulgate £0. Mankind 

q the .Chriſtian. Religion, and. both co. 
neſs] cauſe ic to be confign'd to. writing, 


that it may be known, and-ro alter 


if the courſe of /Nature by. pumerous 


Miracles, that.ic. might be beljey'd z 


.canf ir ſeems not reaſonable, I ſay, £0.ima- 


olef! vice; that he ſhould not prapoſe-thoſe 


0 Truchs, which -þein ſo wongerfpl;and 


fo (@lema a manner recommended , 


ripgh wich ar leat'fo much Cleatgels, a5 tha 
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ſtudious and well-diſpos'dReadexs\may 
certainly underſtand ſuch 25;are'necely, 


0861 :fary forthem to believe, ; or £45 
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+,-8. Though I will not here-cngage 


L my 


ES. 2} WE 
my felfin a Diſquiſition of rhe ſeveral 
kinds, or, if you pleaſe, 'Degrees, of. 
Demonſtration, ( which yet is a Sub« | - 
Jje& that'T judge far more confidera- J 
ble than cultivared, )'yet T muſt rel 
you, that «s a Moral cerrainty (ſach as} | 
we may attain about the Fundamen= I 
tals of Religion) is enough in many] ; 
caſes fora wife man, and-even a Philos | | 
pher to acquieſce in; *fo thar Phyſ- | 
cal Certainty, which is pretended fot Þ x 
the Truths demonſtrated/by NaturzlÞ x 
lifts, is, even” where. *cis © righeftbllpY þ 
claim'd, but an inferiour kind or deere þ 
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of certainty, as Moral certainty alſo}. 
is; For even Phy fical Demonſtrations}. 
can beget bur a Phyficil/ Certainty;ſ/ 
(that is, 4 Certainty-upon ſuppoſition þ, 
that the Principles of -Phyfick -beF liz 
tne, not a+ Metaphyſical Certainty;l| oy 
(whereif! "tis abſolutely impoſſible;|] a 
rhit che cbing believ'd ſhould beotheeÞ EC, 
clan'reneg” For inſtance; All the Phy=[ of 
fical' Demonſtrations: of the Ancients fuc 
abourithe' cauſes of particular Phe no: rig 
rene of Bodies, ſuppoſe; that ex hls] tha 
»ibal fe 52nd this may readily be: ad*{ Ma 
mitted in s-Phyficalſenſe, becauſe ac#[pp1 
corging to the courſe of Nature, 'n@fſeq 
Body canbe produc'd out of Noching 

os | 7 bugÞF-: 
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eG, a 
il | -por ſpeaking thiverſally ir 9507 be falſe] 
of | as Chriſtians generally; and eyen the 


d* | 'Carteffan + Naturaliſts, aſferting rhe 
a- | Creation ofthe World, muſt believe, 
ell } that, de faFo, it #. Ad fo whereas 
as } [Epicurus dots, I remeiniber,prove, that 
n- | 2: Body once dead cannor ' be made 
ny || alive again,” by reaſon of the” diffipa- 
lo* | tionand diſperſion of che Atoms, was, 
{11- | when alive, compos'd of; though all 


fot | men-will -allow this - affertion' co b8 
a4] Phyſically demonſtrable; yer the cons 


| trary m&#be'true, if God's Omnipo4 
ev} tence (intervenes, as all**thePhiloſo-y, 
Hoſp phers that acknowledge the Authority 

ofS of the New Teſtament, where LZ4z4- 

yz r35 arid others! are recorded to have 

only þeen-raifed' from 'the dead; mnſt be- 

-beFlieve, thats it/a&ually did appear, and 
ity; even" all unprejudic'd: Reafoners muſt 
ble {| atlow'ic to -bePoſlible, there being no 
ther} Contradiftion' impli'din'the Nature 
y=| ofthe thing. - Bur tiow t6 firm, that” 
ents} fuch' things as are indeed Conitradifto», 
£n0-| ries:cannoe' be both true, of,” that fa-* 
bilo] Guns infeftin2 redal nin porett , are 
-ad-IMeraphyſicabTrachs,” which cannot” 
eac#|poffibly. be? orhet thati rrac; ad con" 
, a6 Jlaqu arly: beget A Metophyfical and” 
ung, Jabſolite-Ceriainty: Arid your Maſter 
but © Li  Carteſcd 


_ 
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Cartehns was lo ſenſible of 'a deper 
dance of Phyflcal Demonſtrations up- 
on Metaphyſical Truths, that - 
would : not allow any certainty not 
opnely to them, but even to Geometris 
cal . Demonſtrations , till, he had 
evinc'd,' that there is a God, and that 
he cannot deceiye men that make uſe 
of their. Facultiesaright- _ - 

To which I may add, that even in iſ 
many things that are look'd upon-as 
Phykical .Demonſtrations:, there is 
really but.'a Moral Certainey, For 
when, : for. 'inſtance,. Des-Eartes and 
other Modern Philoſophers, | take up+ 
on. them co demonſtrate, That there 
are divers.Comets that are: not Mere- 
ors, becauſe-theyhavea Parallas lefier 
than that of the Moon, and: are of fuch! 
bigneſs, .and ſome of them move in 
ſpcha.Line, &c, tis plain, that divers: 
of theſe Learned mea; had never the 
opportunity. to obſerve a Comer':im 
their Lives, but take theſs.:Circums! 
ſauces upon the credie of-thafe Aftros: 
nomers that; had ſuch -Qpportugities;: 
And.choughithe Inferances,:as ſucky' 
may have 3-Demonſtrable Certaintyy! 
ha Premiſles they are drawn froms! 
avg: bat an Hiſtorical One, /'2he: 
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preſumeg. Phyfico-Methematical De- 
monſtration' can produce in a waty 
mind but a Moral Certainty, and not 
the greateſt neither of thae kind thac 
is poſſible to be attain'd ; as he will 
not ſcruple to acknowledge, thar 
knows by experience, how much more 
difficult ic is, than moſt men imagine, 
to make Obſervations : about. ſuch 
nice Subjects, with the exadnels that 
is requiſite for the building of an un- 
doubted Theory upon them, And 
there areT know not how wany things 
in Phyſicks, that men preſume they 
believe upon Phyfical and Cogenr 
Arguments, wherein they really have 
but a Moral affarance; which is a 
Truth heeded by ſo few, tharT have 
been invited to take the more parti- 
cular notice of them in-other Papers, 
written purpoſely to ſhow the doubt- 
fulneſs and incomplearneſs of: Natural 
Philoſophy 3 of which Diſcourſe , 
fince you'may command a fight, I ſhall 
not (crupleto refer you thither tor the 

Reaſons of my affirming here, that the 
moſt-even of the modern Yirt#oſfe are 
wont to fancy more of Clearneſs and 
Certainty intheir Phyſical: Theorics, 
than a Critical Examiner will find; 
'" i 3 Onely, 


6. 
Onely that you- may not loak upoj/ 


this as'a"pur off, rather than a 'refe-. 


rence, I will: here rouch upon a couple 
of. Subjects,” which men'are wont to 
believe to be, 'and which indeed ought 
to be, the moſt throughly underſtood 3 
I mean the Nature of Body in general, 
and the Nature of Senſation, ' » 
And for the firſt of theſe, ſince we 
canturnour ſelyesno way, bur we are 
every where environ'd, and inceſſantly 
touch'd by Corporeal Subſtances, one 
would think 'that fo familiar an Ob- 
je&, that does ſo aſſtduouſly, and fo 
many ways affe& our' Senſes, and for 
the knowledge of which we need not 


inquire into the diſtin Nature of 


particular Bodies, nor the properties 
of any one of them, ſhould 'be very 
perfettly known unto us, And'yet 
the Notion of ' Body in general, of 
what '#t is that: makes a thing to be & 
Corporeal Subſtance, and di{criminates 
it from all other things, has been very 
hotly-'diſpured of ,-even among the 
modern' Philofophers, & 'adhuc ſub 
jJudicets eft.' And though your Favous 


rite” *De3-Cartes,"in making the'narurs' 
of a Body roconfiſt in Extenſioneve-" 

way, has a notion of- it; which'*tis 
FH, in nog? ho 7 3 more, 


(4-5. 
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- more eaſie to find fault with, than to 


ſubſtitute a better ; yer I fear, 'ewill 
appear to be attended, not onely with 
ths Iaconvenience, That God cannor, 
within the compaſs of this Wold, 
wherein if any Body yaniſh into No- 
thing, the place or ſpace left behind 
it muſt have the three Dimenſions, 
and ſo be a true Body, aznihilate the 
leaſt particle of Matter, at leaſt with- 
out, at the ſame inſtant and place , 
creating as much, (which agrees very 
ill with that neceflary and continual 
dependance, which he aſſerts Matcer 
it ſelf to have-on God for its very Be- 
ing 3 ) but with ſuch other inconveni- 
ences, that ſome Friends of yours, 
otherwiſe very inclinable to the Car- 
tefan Philoſophy, know not hojv to 
acquieſce in it: and yer I need nor 
tellyou, how Fundamental.a Notion 
the deviſer of it afſertsirro be. Nei- 


\ ther do I ee, how this Notion of a 


Corporeal, Subſtance will any more, 
than any of the formerly received De- 
fiaitions of it, extricate us out of the 


Difficulties of 'thar no leſs perplexed, 


than; famous Controvetlie, de Com- 
Pofitione Continui. Andthough ſome 
pgenious\men, who perhaps perceive : 


2 0125) L 4 better 
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better than others, how intricate, ic is; 
have of late endeavoured to ſhew, 
that men need not be ſollicitous tg 
decermine this Controve!fie, it not 
being rightly propos'd by the Schook- 
men that have ſtarted itz and though 
I perhaps think, that Natural Phiz 
loſophy may be daily advanc'd wirth- 
out the deciſion of ir, becauſe -thete 
is a multirude of conftderable things 
to be diſcover'd and perform'd in 
Nature, without ſo much as dreaming 
of this Controverſte ; yer ſtill, as 7 
would propoſe the Queſtion, the Difh- 
culties, till removed, will ſpread a 
thick night over the Notion of Body 
in general, For, either a Cotporeal and 
extended Subſtance is (either really 
or mentally ) diviſible inco parts ens 
dow'd with Extenſion, and each of 
theſe parts is diviſible alfo into other 
Corporeal parts, lefler and leſſer, 7» 
infinituwms; Ot elſe this ſubdiviſion muff 
ſtop ſomewhere, ( for there is no mean 
berween the two members of the Di- 
ftin&tion; ) and incither caſe the Opi- 
pion pitch'd ppon will be liable rq 
thoſe Incqnyeniences, not to ſay Ab- 
furdities, that are rationally prg'd 
againſt it by the maiatainers of chg 
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Oppofirez the Objeftions on both 
fides being ſo ſtrong, that ſome of the 
more Candid, even "of the Modern 
Meraphyſicians , after having tir'd 
themſelves and their Readers with ar- 

ging Pro and Con, have confeſs!d rhe 
ObjeRions on both fides to be info- 
luble., 

But though we do not cleatly nn- 
derſtand the Nature of Body in ge- 
neral ; yet ſure we cannot but be per- 
fetly acquainted with what paſſes 
within our ſ(elyes in reference to the 
particular Bodies we daily See, and 
Hear, and Smell, and Taſte, and 
Touch. Burt alas, though we know 
but little, ſave by the Informations of 
our ſenſes ; yet we know very little of 
the manner by which our Senſes in- 
forms ns. And to avoid proligity, E 
willat preſent ſuppoſe with you, thae 
the Ingenious Des Cartes and his fol- 
lowers have given the faireſt accounc 
of Senſation, that is yer extant, Now 
according to him, a Man's Body being 
bura well organiz*d Statue, that which 
is tfuly called Senſation. is not 'per- 
form'd by the Organ, but by the Mind, 
which perceives the motion produc'd 
js the Organ (for which realan by 
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will not allow Brutes to: have Senſe 
properly {o call'd ; ) ſo that if you ask;. 


a Carteſign, how it comes to paſs that 
the Soul of Man, which he juſtly aſſerts 
to be an immaterial Subſtance, comes 
to be wrought upon, and that in ſuch 
various manners, by thoſe external 
Bodies that are the objects of our 
Senſes , he will tell you, that by their 
Impreffions on the Senſories, they, 


varioufly move the Fivres or Threds; 
of the Nerves, wherewith thoſe parts 


are endow'd, and by which the Mo-, 
tion is propagated to thar little Kernel 
in the Brain, call'd by many Writers 
the Conarion, where theſe differing mo- 
tions being perceivd by the there 
refiding Soul, become Senſations, he- 
cauſe of the intimate union, and, as; 
it were, Permiſtion ( as Carteſ;a him- 
ſelfexpreſles it ) of the Soul with the: 
Body, | F 
But now, Sir, giveme leave to take 
notice,, that this Union of an Incort- 
poreal- with a Corporeal Subſtance ,- 
(and that without a Medium). is ;a;; 
thing ſo unexampled in Nature, and; 
ſo . difficult; ro comprehend , thatI; 
ſomewhat queſtion, : whether the pro+- 
found -Secrers of Theology , not -tq, 


FR ſay- y 
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fay the acorable Myſtery it ſelf of the 


Jncatnation, be more abſtruſe than 


this. For how canlT conceive, rhat a 


Subſtance purely immarerial, ſhould 
be united without a Phyſical Medinm, 
( for in this caſe-there can be none,') 
with the Body, which cannor poſſibly 


lay hold on It, and which Ir can per- 


vade and flie away from at pleaſure, as 
Des-Cartes muſt confels the Soul 


aRually does in Death. And 'tis al- 


moſt as difficulc to conceive, how any 
part of the Body, without excepting 
the Animal Spirits, or the Ceparion, 
( for theſe are as truly Corporeal as 
other parts of the Humane Scare, } 
can make Impreſhons upon' a Sub- 
ſtance | perfectly 'Incorporeal , and 
which is not immediately affefted by 
the motions of any other parts, beftdes 
the Genus Nervoſum, Nor is it a ſmall 
difficulty to a meer Naturaliſt (who, 
as'ſuch, does not in Phyſical matters 
fake notice of Revelations abour An- 
pels,)'to concelve' how a finite Spirit 
can either' move, or, which is much 
the "ſame. thirig, regulate and deter- 
mine the motion ofa Body. But that 
which I would on this occaſion invite 


you to confdider, is, that ſuppoſing the 


Soul 
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Soul does. in the Brain pefceiye 
the differing motions communieg- 
red to the outward Senſes yet 
this, however it may give ſome ac- 
count of Senſation in general, will not 
at all ſhow us a ſatisfatory Reaſon. ofj 
particular and diſtinct Senſations, For 
if I demand, why, for Inſtance, when 
T look upon Bell that is ringing, ſuch 
2 motion or impreſſion in the Cona- 
. rioaproduces in the mind that peculiar 
ſort of perception, Seeing, and nor 
Hearing ; and another motion, though 
coming from the ſame Bell ar the 
ſame tume, produces thar guite differ- 
ing ſort of perception that we call 
Sound, but not Yifton3 what can be 
:anſwered, but that it was the good 
pleaſure of the Author of Humane 
Nature to have itſos And if theque-i| 
ſion be ask'd about che. differing Ob-Iſ| | 
jects of any one particular Senſe ; as, 
Why the great plenty of unperturbed 
Light that is refleted from Snow, 
Milk, &c, does produce a Senſation 
of whiteneſs, rather than redneſs or 
yellowneſs? Or why the ſmell of Ca- 
for, or Aſſa fetida, produces in maſk; 

ſons that which they call a Stanhgp# 
' rather than a Perfame? ( elpecially 7 
HNCE. 
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Fiace we know ſome Hyftericdt Wo: 
men, that think ir not onely a whole- 
yet ſome; bur. a.pleaſing/(mell. And if 
ace alſo you further ask, why Melody and 
not Fireer things [do generally delighe 
1.0! us*-anddifcords and bitter things do. 
Fol gfnerally diſpleaſe us? Nay, why a 
hen lictle more than enough of ſome Oh- 
uch jects \rhac produce pleaſure, will pro- 
na- duce pain? (as maybe exemplifid in 
lia a cold hand, as it happens to be held 
not onc ara juſt, or at too near a diſtance 
gh from the fire : ) 16, Fay, theſe, and a . 
chel thouſand other queſtions of the like 
ter-M kind, be ask'd, theiAnſwer will be but 
call the general one, that is already-given, 
| bel that ſuch is che nature of Man; For 
oodll to iſay, that moderate Motions are 
ane agreeable to the nature of theSenſo- 
ue-Þ ryithey are excited in, bur violentand 
2b-j diſorderly ones,” ( as j*:ring Sounds, 
as, and ſcorching Hear').do put” it into 
roo violent a motion” for its Textores. 
will by no-means {atisfie, For, beſides - 


ion  rhar'ithis: Anſwer” pives no acconnt 
ot | of: the variety of ' Senfations | of the 
rf ſame: kind, as of ' differing Colours, 
oft} Faſtes;Ecc, but reaches'onely to Plea- 
ah ſfureuridPain ;. evenas to theſe, it will 
lly'} reach hata very lice way ; unleſs che 


nce | © | Givers 
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Civersof it cat ſhow, how'an Immi= | 
terial Subſtance ſhould be more harmid 
by the brisker motion of a Body, that 
by the more languid, 7" OUT 

And as you and your Friehd think, 
you may juſtly ſmile. at the Arzſtorelis 
ans, for imaginins that they chabe 
given a tolerable account of the; Qua+ 
lities of Bodies, ' when: they have told 
us, that they ſpring from certain ſub- 
ſtantial Forms, though when they are | | 
ask'd-particular Queſtions about: theſe | : 
Incomprehenſible Forms, they do in | 
" effeCt but tell us in, general, that ithey | « 
have {uch and ſnelr' Faculties,or Effects] | 
becauſe Nature,orthe Author:ofNa- | | 
cure, endow'd them therewith; fo F I}. 1 
hope you will give me-leave rathink; } 

c 
} 
y 
5 


that-ic may keep us: from boalting of: 
the Cleacneſs and. | Certainty: of: our 
knowledge about-the Operations:of 
ſenfible Objects, 'whilſt, -as the Ariſto=; 
zelians--cannot particularly ſhow, how: 
their: Qualities are produc'd, -: ſo! we! | f: 
cannot particularly explicate, how:they: } d 
are perceiv'd the principal-thing chats | i! 
we can ſay,being;zinſubſtance,this,thae! | Þ 
our Senſations depend upon ſuch: !ami | t: 
union. or permiſtion. of the SouH and} 
| Body, as we can-giveno Example - | 
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in all Nature, nor no more diſtin@ ac- 


count'of, than thar ir pleaſed God ſo 
to couple them together. ' But I beg 
your pardon for having detain'd you 
ſolong npon one Subje&, though per- 
haps it will not prove time mis-ſpenc, 


if tc have made you take notice, thar 


in ſpighe of the clearneſs and certainty, 
for which 'your Friend ſo - much pre- 
fars Phyficks'before Theology , we 
&e et toſeek, (I ſay Ter, becauſe T 
know not what' Time may  Hereafrer 


diſcover ) both for the Definition of - 


Corporeal Sybſtance, and a ſariSfatory 
a&tounr of the itiahner of Senſation : 
though without*the true Notion of a 
Body we *cannot ©underftand thar Ob- 
je&tof Phyficks-ingeneral;Vatd* with- 
ourknowing the'Narture of' Sehſarion, 
we cannot know*Fhar; from - whence 
we-derive almoſt all that we know of 
any Body in pafricular,, of 
-Tf after all this your Friend ſhall 
ſay, That Des-Ca#tes's account of Bo- 
dy, and otherthings in Phbyficks; be- 
ing'the beſt that mencan' give, 'it they 
be nor ſatisfaory, ic muſt be imputed 
to'Humane Nature- not to the Cartefi- 
an Doctrine, 1 fhall' not ſtay to dif- 
pute how far the allegation is "true 3 
_— ep 
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eſpecially fince, though ic be adritredg | 
"ill not. prejudice my Diſcourſe,, | 


For, whatſoever the Caule of the imp, 
perfeRion of our Knowledge abque, 
Phyſical matters be, chat there is ag) 
ImperfeRion in that Knowledge - is 


manifeſt z and that ought co be enough; 


to keep us from being puffed up by 
ſach an imperfet Knowledge , . and 
from undervaluing upon its account 
the ſindy of thoſe myſteries of Divin 
nity, which, by reaſqn of: the Noble- 
neſs 2nd Remoteneſs off the Objeds, 
may much þerter than. che: Nature of 


 *.4 


Corporealthings, ( which we ſee, ang 


feel, and continually .conyerſe with, ) 
baye their obſcurity. ateribured ro, the 
weakneſs of our humang Underſtands 
ings. .Andif ic be aneceflary Impere 
tection of Humane Nature, thar,whilſ 
we remain. in this _ conditiony 
the Soul being confin'd. to the dark 
priſon of the Body, is capable( as eyen 
Ariſtotle (omewhere contefſes) but ofa 
dim SOmenges ſa. much the greater 
value we ought to have. for Chriſtiag 


Religion, ſince by ics means ( and, by 
no other without it) we may attaina 
condition, wherein, as qur Nature wil} 
otherwiſe. be highly bleſſed and: 

; | advanced 5 
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d; | 'advanced; fo our Faculties will be 
le; | Elevated and Enlarged, and probbly 
N-; | made thereby capable of atraining 


degrees and kihds of knowledge, ro 
an' | which we are here bur ſtrangers. In 
is'F favour of which I will not urge the 
gh; received Opinion of Divines, that be. 
by 8 fore the Fall (which yeris a leſs noble 
a& | condition than is reſerved for us iti 
Int 8 Heayen, ) Adam's knowledge was 
vis. | ſuch; that he was able ar firſt fighr-of 
le | them to give each of the Beaſts a 
5, | name expreſſive of its Nature ; becauſe 
Of F thar inſpight of ſome skill ( which my 
nd F Curioſity for Divinity, not Philoſo- 
»)f phy, gave me) inthe holy Tongue, 
the Þ I could never find, that the Hebrew 
ad+ | names of Animals, mention'd in the be- 
xr | ginning of Geneſis, argued a ( much ) 
ik] clearer infigh: into their Natures, 
ons than did the names of the ſame ot 
ark} ſome other Animals in Greek, or other 
yen Þ Languages; wherefore, (asTſaid ) I 
ofa} wiil not urge Adam's knowledge in 
Paradiſe for that of the Saints in Hea- 
Fj ven, though the notice he took of 
by y:Zvear his firſt ſeeing of her, (ifirwere 
14 | not convey d to him by ſecret Reve- 
wit] lation!) may Be far more probably 
J urg'd; than his naming of the Beaſts : 

pf: | M But 


But I will rather mind you, that thefl - 
Proto-martyr's ſight was ſtrengthened} 

ij. ſo, as to ſee the heavens open'd, and 

Feſus ſtanding at the right hand of 

God; and when the Prophet had 

pray'd, that his Servant's Eyes might 

be open'd, he immediately ſaw the 
Mouatain, where they were, all co-}ſ 

verd with Chariots and Horſemen, 
which, though mention'd tobe of Fire, 

were altogether inviſible to him be-= 

fore, To which, as a higher Argument, 

Tſhall onely add a couple of paſlages of 
Scripture, which ſeem to allow us 

even vaſt ExpeQations as to the 
knowledge our glorifi dd Natare may 

be advanc'd to. The one is that which 

1Cor: St, Paul ſays to the Corinthians, For 
$11}. 12. mow we ſee through a glaſs darkly, but 
then face toface: Now 1 know in part, 
but then ſhall I know even as alſo I am 
known, And the other, where Chriſt's 
Fayourite-Diſciple tells Believers , 
Beloved, now we are the Sons of God, 
andit doth not yet appear what we ſhall. 
by 3 but we know, that when he ſhall aps 
pear, we ſhall be like him : for we ſhall 
ſee him as he is, ; 
Whar has hicherto been diſcours'd;: 
contains the fizſt Conſideration, thas 
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1 told you might be propos'd abour 
' the Certainty aſcrib'd to the know- 
ledge we are ſaid to have of Natural 
things ; but this is not all I have co 
repreſent toyou on this Subje&, For 
Iconfider further, that *tis nor onely 
by the Certainty we have of them, 


FS that the knowledge of things is en- 


dear'd to us, but alſo by the Worthi- 
neſs of the Obje&t, the Number of 
thoſe that are unacquainted with ir, 
the Remoteneſs of it from common 
A pprehenſions, the Difficulty of ac- 
quiring .it without peculiar Advan» 
tages, the Uſefulneſs of it when ar- 
tain'd, and other particulars , which 
"tis not here neceſlary to enumerate; 
I preſume, you doubt not but your 
Friend does very much - prefer the 
knowledge he has of the Myſteries of 
Nature (at many of which we have 
as yer but Ingentous Conjeures ) to 
the knowledge of one that underſtands 
the Elements of Arichmerick, though 
He be Demonſtratively ſure of the 
Truth of moſt of his Rules and Ope- 
rations, And queſtionleſs Copernicus 
received a much higher ſatisfaction in 
his Notion abour the Stability of the 
Sun, and che Motion of the Earth, 
; M 2 though 


OS - | 
- thongh it were not fo clear but that 
Tjcho, Ricciolus , and other eminent 
Aſtronome:s have rejeed it, than in 
the knowledge of divers of the Theo« 
rems about the Sphere, that have been 
demonſtrared by Enclid , Theodoſuus, 
and other Geometticians, - Our diſco- 
vering that ſome Comets are not, as} 
the Schools would have them, Sublu- 
nary Meteors, but Celeſtial Bodies, 
and the Conjectural Theory, which is 
all that hicherco we have been able 
to attain of them, do much/ better 
pleaſe both your Friend, and you, and 
me, than the more certain knowledge 
we have of thetime of the Riſing and 
Setting of the Fixed Stars, And the 
Eltimares we can make, by the help of 
Parallaxes, of the Heights of thoſe 
Comets, and of ſome of the Planets, 
though they are uncertain enough, (as 
may appear by the vaſtly differene 
diſtances that are aſſigned to thoſe Bo- 
dies by eminent Aſtronomers, ) yet 
theſe uncertain meaſures of fuch Ele- 
vared and Celeſtial Lights do far more 
pleaſe us, than that we can by the help]. 
of a Geometrical Quadrant, or ſome | 
fuch Inſtrument, take with far greater Þ 
Ce: tainty the height of a Tower or | 
| a SLEEP. Es | 
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| 2 Steeple, And ſo a Marhematician,) 


when he frobably conj=<Ctures at che 
compals of the Ter: eſtrial Globe, and 
divides, though bur unaccurarely, its 
Surface, firſt, into proportions of Sea 
2nd Lind,.and then into Regions of 
ſach Extents and Bounds, and, in a 
word, $killlly plays the Coſmogra- 
pher ; thinks himſelf much more no- 
bly and pleaſantly imploy'd, chan 
when, being reduc'd to play the Sur- 
yeyor, he does with 'far more certain- 
ty meaſ.re how many Acres a Field 
contains, and ſer out with whar 
Hedges .and Ditches it is bounded, 
Now, that the knowledge of God, 
and of thoſe Myſteries of Thealogy, 
that are ignor'd by far che greateſt pare 
of Mankind, has more ſub'ime apd ex- 
cellent Obj-&s, and "is unattain'd ra 
by much the greateſt part even of 
Learned men, and nevertheleſs is of 
unvaluabie Importance, and of no leſs 
Adv:nrage towards the purifying and 
improving of us here, and the making 
us perfect and happy hereafter, th 6 
paſt Diſcourſe has very much miſ- 
carried if -it have nct evinc'd, Where- 


| fore, as co be admitted into the Pits 
| vy-Council of ſome Great Monarch, 
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and thereby be enabled to give a proe; 
bable gheſs at thoſe thoughts and *. 
defigns of his, that Govern King- 
doms, and make the Fares of Nations, 
is judged preferrable ro that clearer 
knowledge that a Notary can have 
of the dying thoughts and intentions 
of an ordinary Perſon whoſe Will he 
makes: And 4s the knowledge of a 
$kilful Phyſician, whoſe Arr is yet 
conjectural, is preferrable to that of a 
Cutler that makes his Diſſeing 
Knives, theugh this mancan more cer- 
tainly perform what he deſigns in his 
own profeſſion , than the Phyſician 
can in his: And (infine) the skill 
of a Jeweller, that is converſant about 
Diamonds, Rubies, Saphires, and 
ſome other ſorts of ſmall Scones,which 
being for the moſt part brought us 
out of the 7zdirs, we muſt take many 
things about them upon report, is, be-- 
cauſe of the Nobleneſs of the Obje, 
preferr'd to that of a Maſon that deals 
in whole Quarries of common Stones, 
and may be ſure upon his own Expe- 
rience of divers things concerning 
them, which as to Jewels weare allow- 
ed to know but upon Tradition: SF: 
a more dim and imperfetknowledge'} 
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92 | - of God, and the Myſteries of Religi- 
d | on, may be more defirable, and upon 
z- | that account more delightful, than a 
Ss, clearer knowledge of thoſe Inferior 
er Truths that Phyſicks are wont to 
7E teach, | 

” I muſtnow mention one particular 
ie | more, which may well be added to 
2 thoſe that peculiarly indear Phyficks 
£ | totheDivine thatis ſtudious of them. 
M For, as he contemplates the works of 
g Nature not barely for themſelves, bur 
4, to be the better qualified and excired 
is to admire and praiſe the Author of 
n Naturez ſo his Contemwplations are 


1 delightful to him, not barely as they 

t afford a pleaſing Exerciſe to his Rea- 

d ſon, but as they procure him a more 

h welcome approbation from his Con- 
ſcience, theſe diſtin ſatisfactions be- 

y ing notatall inconfiſtent, And que- 

bh ſtionleſs, though Zſaw did at length 
miſs of his aim , yet, while he was 
hunting Veniſon for the good old Pa- 
triark that defired it of him, beſides 
the pleaſure he was usd to take in 
purſuing the Deer he chas'd, he rgok vii. 
2 great one in conſidering, that now 

he hunted to pleaſe his Father, and in 
order to obtainof;him an ineftimable 

\ M4 Blefling, 
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Bleſſing, So, when David imployd® 


nc 
kisskiltul Hand and Voice in praifing* | v 
God with Vocal and Inſtrumental Mu- | tl 


fick, he receiv*d'in one AR a double | h 
ſarisfaQion, by exerciſing his Skill and N a 
his Devotion; and wasno leſs pleas'd | Þ 
with thoſe melodious ſounds, as they £| I 
were Hymns, than as they wereSongs, | \ 
And this Example promprs me toadd, || « 
that as the devont Student of Na- |} 1 
ture we were ſpeaking of, does TInten- N 
tionally refer the knowledge he ſeeks || | 
of 'the Creatures to the glory of the 
Creator ; ſo in his Diſcoveries, thax 
which moſt contents him, is, = the 
Wonders he obſerves ' in Nature, 
heighten that Admiration he would 

fain raiſe'to a leſs diſproportion tothe 
Wiſdom of God; and furniſh him 

with a nobler Holocauſt for thoſe Sa- 
crifices of Praiſe he is juſtly ambitious 

to offet up to the Deity, And as 
there is no doubt to be made, but thar, 
when David invented ( as the Scri- 
pture intimates chat hedid ) new 1z- | 
ſtraments of Muſick, there was nothing. 

1n that Invention that pleas'd him ſo. 
much, as that they could affiſt himto 
praiſe God the ' more melodiouſly 5 
$0 the pious Student” of: Natute fnds' | 
25 et © HF, onbingy 
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nothing more welcome in the Diſco- 
ne f veries he makes of her Wonders, than 
u- f the Riſes and Helps they may afford 
le | him, the more worthily .co celebrate 


nd F and glorifie the Divine Attributes ad- 
'd | pmbrated in the Creatures. - - And as a 
ey | Huntſman or a Fowler, if he meets 
's. with ſome ſtrange Bird or Be3ſt, or 
d, | other Natural Rarity-, thinks himſe'f 
a- | much the more fortunate if it happen 
n- | to be near the Court, where he ma 

s | have the King to preſent it to, than 
1C if he were to keep it but for himſelf or 
2x | ſome of his Companions; Soour De- 
[- yout Naturaliſt has his Diſcoveries 
» | of Natures Wonders indeat'd to him, 
d by having the Deity to preſent them 


Ee to, in the Veneration they excite in 
n the Finder, and which they inable him 
- to ingage others to joyn in, ; 


T he fourth Seflion: 


Ur I confeſs ( Sir ) I much fear; 
chat That which makes your 
Friend have ſuch detraRing thoughts 
of Theology, is a certain ſecret 
Pride, grounded upon a Conceir, 
that the Attainments of Natural Phi- 


loſophers are of ſo noble a kind, and 


argue ſo tranſcendant an Excellency 
of Parts in the Attainer, that he may 
juſtly undervalue all other Learning, 
without excepting Theology it ſelf. 
You will not, I ſuppoſe, expe&;that 


a perſon, who has written ſo much in 
the praiſe of Phyſtques, and laboured 
ſo much for a little skill in it, ſhould ' 
now here endeayour to depretiate that | 
ſo uſeful part of Philoſophy, Burt I * 
do not conceive, that it will be at all in- ! 
jurious to it, to prefer the knowledge } 
of Supernatural, to that of meer Na-' | 
tural things, and to think, that the | 


Truths, which God indiſcriminately 
. expoſes to the whole Race of Man- 
kind, and to the bad as well as to the 
g00d, are inferiour to thoſe Myſterious 
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| ones, whoſe Diſcloſure he reckons 


among his peculiar Favours, and whoſe 
Contemplation employs the Curio- 
fity, and, in ſome points, exacts the 
wonder of the very Angels, That I 
may therefore repreſs alictle the over- 
weening Opinion your Friend has of 
his Phyſical Artainments, give me 
leave to repreſent a few particulars con- 
ducive ro that pnrpoſe. 

And firſt, as for the Nobleneſs of 
the Truths taught by Theology and 
Phyſicks, thoſe of the former ſort 
have manifeſtly the Advantage, being 
not onely converſant about far nobler 
Objeds, but diſcovering things that 
Humane Reaſon of ic ſelf can by no 
means reach anto ; as has been ſuffici- 
ently declared in the foregoing part of 
this Letter. 

Next, we may conftder, that, 
whatever may be ſaid to excuſe Pride 
( if there were any ) in Moſcus the 
Phenician, who is affirmed to have firft 
Invented the Aromical Hypotheſis, 
and in Dewocritus and Leucippus, ( for 
Epicarus {carce deſerves to be named 
with them, that highly Advane'd thae 
Philoſophy, and in Monſieur Des- 
Cartes , who Either Improy'd, or at 

| tealt 
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- nent .Promoters of the Philoſophy 
. they would be admir'd for , but con» fl 


leaſt much Innovared: the Corpuſcu-- 
la ian Hypotheſis : Whatever (I ſay). 


may be alledged on the behalfpf theſe P 
Mens pride; 1 fee no great Reaſon, ; 
why it ſhould be allowed in ſuch as > 


_u Friend; who, though Ingenious 
en, are neither Inventors, nor emis. . 


tent themſelves to Learn what others F 
have Taught, or atleaſt tomake ſome || *? 


lictle further Application of the Prin- £ 
ciples that others have Eſtabliſhed, 6; 
and the Diſcoveries they have made, F ., 
And whereas your Friend is not a little 4 
proud of being able ro confyte ſe- N 


veral Errours of Arifotle and the An- ſh þ 
rients, it were not amiſs if he conſi- | c 
der'd, that many of the chief Truths 
that overthrow thoſe Errours., we:te 
the Productions of Time and Chance, 
and nor of his daring Rartiocinations : 
For, there needs no great Wit to diſ- 
prove thoſe that maintain the Unin- 
habicableneſs of the Torrid Zone, or 
deny the Antipodes, fince Naviga- 
tors have found many Parts of the 
former well Peopl'd, and Sailing round 
the Earth, have found men living in - 
Countreys Diametrically oppoſite tg 
; Ours, 
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Ours. Mor will ic warrant a man's 
Pride, that he believes not the Moon 
ro be the onely Planet char ſhines with 
a borrowed Light, or the Galaxy to be 
a Meteor ; ſince that now the Tele- 
ſcope ſhows us, that Yenus has her 
Full and Wain lixe the Moon, and 
that the Milky way is made up of a 


 vatt multitude of little Stars, incon- 


ſpicuous to the naked Eye. And in- 
deed of thoſe other Diſcoveries that 
overthrow the Aſtronomy of the An- 
tients, and much of their Philoſophy 
about the Celeſtial Bodies, few or 


. none have any cauſe ro boaſt, bur the 


excellent Galilews, who pretends to 
have been the Inventor of the Tele- 
ſcope: For that Inftrument once diſ- 
cover'd; to be able to reje& the Sep- 
renary number of the Planers by the 
DetreRion of the four SateHites of Fu- 
Piter, or talk of che Mountains and 
Valleys in the Moon, requires not 


much more excellency in your Friend, 


than it would to deſcry in a Ship, - 
where the naked Eye could diſcern 
bur the Body of the Veffel, ( to de- 
ſcry, I ſav) bythe help of a Proſpe- 
ive Glaſs, the Maſts, and Sails, and 
Deck, and perceive a Boat _—_— 

er 


| (2136 
her. Stern: Though indeed Galila 
himſelf had no great cauſe to boaſt, of 
the Invention, —_ we are much 
oblig'd co him for the Improvement 
of the Teleſcope, ſince no leſs a Ma- 
ſter of Dioptricks than Des-Cartes, 
does acknowledge with | other Wris 
ters, that PerſpeRive-Glaſſes were 
not firſt found out by Mathematici» 
ans or Philoſophers, but caſually by 
one Metize, a Dutch SpeRacle-maker, 
On which occaſion I ſhall mind you, 
that to hide Pride from Man, divers 
others of the chief Diſcoveries rhat 
have been made in Phyficks, have 
been the Productions, not of Philos 
ſophy, bur Chance, by which Gun- 
Dowder, Glaſs, and, for ought we 
:now,the Verticity of the Load-ſtone, 
( to which we owe both the 7=dies) 
came to be found in theſe later Ages; 
as (morerecently) the Milky Veſſels 
of che Meſentery, the, new Recepra- 
cle of the Chyle, and that other ſort 
of Veſſels which moſt men call theffj *! 
Lymphe-duds, werelighted on but by 8 
Chance, according to the Ingenious}} "1 
Confeſſion of the Diſcoverers chems 
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ſelves, | | 
We may farther conſider, that 
Shole 


af thoſe very things which are juſtly al- 
ledg'd in the praiſe of the Corpuſcu- 
larian Philoſophy it ſelf, oughr-ro lef- 
ent ſeathe pride of choſe char but make 
fa-f uſe of it. For that Hypotheſis, ſuppo- 
res, fingthe whole Univerſe (the Soul of 
rf Manexcepred) to be buta great Au- 
eral} tomzatoy', or ſelf-moving Engine , 
ci-f| wherein all things are perform'd by 
by} the bare motion (or reſt) the fize, 
er] the ſhape, and the ſciruation or tex- 
ou, ture of the parts of the Univerſal 
ers Matter it conſiſts ofs all the Pheno- 
har} #vez« reſult from thoſe few Principles, 
ave] fingle or combin'd, ( as the ſeveral 
lo Tunes or Chimesthat arerung on five 
an- Bells,) and theſe fertile Principles be- 
well ing already eſtabliſh'd by the Invene 
ne} fors and Promoters of the Particala- 
es) Tian Hypothefis 5 all that ſach Perſons 
es4l1 25 your Friend, are wont farther to do, 
els} 1s but to inveſtigate or gueſs, by whar 
ta-f} kind of Motions the three or four 
ore other Principles are varied. So thar 
cheſt the World being bur, as it were, a 
great piece of Clock-work , the Na- 
turaliſt as ſuch, is bur a Mechanitian 
however the-parts of the Engine, he 
conſiders, be ſome of them much lar- 
ger, and others much minurer, than 

- | thoſe 
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thoſe 'of Clocks or Watches] "And: 
For an ordinary Naturaliſt to deſpiſe. 
thoſe that ſtudy the Myſteries ot Re- 
ligion, as mach inferiour ro Phyſical 
Truths, is no leſs unreaſonable, than 
It were for a Watch-maker, becauſe 
he underſtands his own Trade, to de- 
ſpiſe Privy-Counſellers, who are ac- 
quainted with the ſecrets of Mos 
natchs,' and Myſteries of State, or 
than it were tor a Ship-carpenter, be- 
cauſe he uaderſtands more of the Ea: 
brick of the Veſſel, to deſpiſe the Ad- 
miral, that is acquainted with the fe- 
cret Deſigns of the Prince, and ims 
ploy'd about his moſt important afs 
fairs. | ; 
. That great Reſtorer of Phyficks, tl 
the illuſtrious Yerulam, who has trac'dÞ yt 
out a moſt uſeful way ro make Diſco- fi 
yeriesin the Intelleual Globe, as he he 
calls ir, confeſſes, that his work was th 
(to ſpeak in his own terms ) partss'fi er 
remporis potius quam ingenii, And'f ra 
though I am not of his opinion, where! g: 
| he ſays in another place, that his way! 

of Philoſophizing does exequare in! 
genia; yetl amapt to think, char che! 
fertile Principles of the Mechanical 
Philoſophy being once (etled , chez 
| - WES Me hods. 
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dj Methods" of inquiring and experi- 
ile} mencing being found out, and the - 
| Phyfico-mechanical pafiruenie: of 
working on Natuzes and Arts Proda- 
anfl Rions being happily invented, the ma- 
uſe king of ſeveral leſſer improvements, 
de-£ eſpecially by reQifying of ſome almoſt 
ac-E obvious or ſupine Errours. of the 
{0+ Schools, by rhe affiftance of ſuch fa- 
or} cilicating helps, may fall co the lor of 
be-f perſons not endow'd with any extra- 
Fa-£ ordinary Sagacity, or  acurteneſs of 
\d-E parts. And though the Taveftigation 
ſe-} and clear eſtabliſhment of the true 
m<-F Principles of Philoſophy, and the de-: 
at-E viſing the Inſtruments of Knowledge, 
'F bethings that may be allowed to be 
sf the proper work of ſublimer Wits 
cdl yet, if a man be furniſh'd with ſuch af> 
0-}| ſiſtances, *tis not every Diſcourſe that 
he he makes, or thing which he does by 
7as'fl the help of chem, thar is difficult 
sf enough toraiſe him to that illuſtrious 


nd'f rank. And indeed, divers of the val- 
re} gar Errours, as well as of Scholars as 

| other men, being mainly grounded 
4 upon the meer, and often miſtaken, 


| Authoricy of Ariſtotle, and perhaps 
8 fomefrivolous Reaſons of his Schola- 
g gic Interpreters: of fuch Cy 
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and ungrounded things, that to ruigel 
them, does oftentimes require mor} 
of boldneſs than skill z it may perhaps 
be ſaid of your Friend, in relation wil 
his Philoſophical Succefles againf 
ſuch vulgar Errours, as I am ſpeaking 
of, what a Reman ſaid of Alexandery 
Triumph . over the effeminate Afe 
ticks, Quod nihil aliud quim bene a 
ſus fit Vanacontemnere, Andin ſome 
caſes ir happens, that, when once4 
grand Truth, or a happy way of Ex 
perimenting has been found, diven 
Phenomena of Nature, that had bee 
lefe unexplain'd, or were left mis-ex: 
plain'd by the Schools, did, in my 
opinion, require afar leſs ſtraining Ex- 
erciſe of the mind to unriddle and 
_ explain them , ;h4a» muſt have beeq 
requiſite to diſpel the darkneſs tha 
atrended diyers Theological Truths 
that are now clear'd up, and perhapy 
than | have. my ſelf now and then im- 
ploy'd in ſome of thoſe Attempes, to 
illuſtrate Theological Matters, that 
bo may have mer in ſome Papers tha fl 

have preſum'd co writeon ſuch Subs 
jects. And indeed the Improvements, 
that ſuch Yirtuoſi as your Friend are 
wont to make of the fertile Theorem 


 — _ (273). 
1ge Srv Hints,, that have-been preſented ' 
mrs them by the Founders or prime Be- 
nefaQors of true Natural Philoſophy, 
. are ſo poor and flender, and. do (© 
much oftner proceed -from Induſtry 
and Chance, than they argue a tran- 
ſcendent ſagacity, or a ſublimity of 
Reaſon, thar,rhough ſuch perſohs may 
have cauſe' enohgh to be Delighred 
- with whar they®have done, yer they 
have none t6 be Proud of ir and their 
Performahces may deſerve our 
Thanks, 4nd perhaps ſome of our 
Praiſe, but ceach nor ſo high as to me- 
fit our Admirationz which is to be 
reſerv'd for Thoſe, that have been 
either Framers, or Grand Promoters, 
of: True and Comprehenſive Hypc- 
theſes, or ( elſe ) the Authors of 
; Other noble and _ uſeful Diſcoveries, 
thany ways applicable, 
Ic will nor perhaps be improper to 
add onithis occaſioh, that,,s our know- 
(08 ledge isnor, very drep, nor reaching 
with atiy certaifity co. the bottom of 
Things, nor penetrating ro their inti- 
Ub- tnateor irinermoſt Natures; ſo its Ex- 
sY tent is not vely large, nor being able 
_ to giveus,withany Clearneſs and par- 
 ticulariry, an account of the Celeſtial 
| N 4 afd 
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and deeply Subterraneal parts of the. 
World, of which all the others make- 
bura very (mf ( notto lay contempti- 
ble) portion, | | 
For, as to the very Globe that we 
inhabir, not to mention, how many 
Plants, Animals, and Minerals,. we are 
as yet wholly ignorant of, and how 
many others we are bpt flenderly ac- 
quainted-with; I confider,:hat theob- 
jets about which our Experiments 
and Fnquiries are converſant, do all be- 
| Jong ro the Superficial parts of the 
Terreſtrial Globe, of which the Earth, 
known to us, ſeems to be but as it 
were the Cruſt or Scarf, But what the 
' Internal part of this Globe is made 
up of, is no leſs diſputable than of 
what Subſtance the remoteſt Stars we 
can defcry, conſiſt: For even among. 
the modern Philoſophers ſome think, 
the internal Portion of the Earth to 
be pure and Elementary Earth, which 
(.fay they ) muſt be found there, or no 
where, Others imagine it to be Fiery, ; 
and the Recepracle either of Natural 
ot Helliſh Flames. . Others will hays 
the Body of the Terreſtrial Globe t6 | 
be agrear and ſolid Magner, Andthe 
Carteſians on the other fide, ( though 
Lney's 


they all-admic.. ſtore of Subterranegs) 
\Loadſtones.)- teach ,. that the Game 
Globe was once. a Fix'd Star, and thas, 
though it-have figce degenerated into - 
a9, yet the Internal part of it-is 
. Mll of che ſame Nacute that it was 
ny beforez _ the change it has received 
are proceeding onely from having had its 
ow. | :outward parts quite cover'd over with 
IC- thick ſpors (like thoſe to be often 
b- 8 obſervdabour the Sun,). by. whoſe 
its Condenſation. the firny Earth we in- 
e- i habit was form'd. And themiſchief is, 
he that each. of theſe jarring Opinions: is 
h, Y almoſt as difficult co be: demonſtra- 
.nY trivelyprov'd Falſe as True, For,where- 
heY .as to the Centre of the Earth there 
def is. according to the madeſteſt account 
of F of our late Coſmographers ,, above 
ve 8 threethouſand and five hundred miles; 
88 my Inquities among; Navigators and 
c,& Miners hayenort f5 ſarisf1'd we, that 
co mens Curioſicy has. actually reached 
ch aboveone mile or two at moſt down- 
oF wards, (and. that not;in above Fog | 
Y, & or four places, ). cicherinco the Ear 
a F orinto the Sea,. Se that- as. yer our 
Experience. has ſcarce grated - any 
- thing deep npon the Husk, ( it I may 
fo ſpeak) withour atall. reaching rhe 
As N 3 Kernel 


% 


Wa; | 
Kernel of the Tertaqueons Globe. 
And alas! 'whar' is' this Globe of 
ours, of which irſelf we know(o lictle, 
in compariſon of thoſe yaſt-and Lyu-. 
minous Globes that we call the Fig'd 
Stars, of which we know much leſs ? 
For, though former'Aſtronomers have 
beenpleaſed to give us,"with a ſeem- 
ing accerateneſs, their Diſtances ant | 
Bignefſes, as if they had had certain 
ways of meaſuring-them ; yet Later 
and Better Mathematicians will ' (] 
know) allow me ro doubt of whar 
Thoſe bave deliver'd: For fince 'cis 
confeſs'd, rhat we can obſerve no Pa- 
rallix in the Fix'd Stars (nor perhaps 
3n the higheſt Planers, ) men muſt þ( 
yet to ſeek for a Method''to meaſore 
thediſtance of thoſe Bodies: And not 
-onely the Copernicans make it to'be 
FI know not how many hundred thou- 
ſands of miles greater than the Prole- 
pans, and very much greater than 
even Tycho ; but Rigciohus himſelf, 
thongh' a great Anti-Copernican , 
makes thediſtance of the Fix'd Stars 
vaſtly greater, than not onely Tychy, 
Þit (if I mis-remember nor) than ſome. 
'pf the Copernitans themfelves, Nor | 
vp Lyronder at rhefe fo grear Dilcie- 
2 Panel 
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relati 


 pances, (though ſome amoune per- 
apsto ſome millions of miles, ) when 


I confjder, that Aſtronomers do nor 


meaſure the diſtance of the Fix'd 
Stars by their Inſtraments, but ace 
commodate it to their particular Hy- 
potheſes, ; And by this uncertainty of 


- theremotenels of the Fix'd Stars you 
\ willeafily gather, that we are nor very 


ſure of their Bulk, noiaort ſo much as 
in. reference to one another ; {ince it 


' remains doubtful,, whether the dif- 


fering Sizes, they. appear to us-to be 
of,” proceed from a real Icequality-of 


' Bulk, or onely from an Inequality of 


Diſtance, or partly from one of thoſe. 
cauſes, and partly from the other. 

- Bur 'cis not my deſign to take no- 
ticeof thoſe Things, which the famous 
Diſputes among the Modern Aſtro-- 
nomers manifeſt to. be dubions, - - For. 
I conſider, that there are divers things 
ta the Stars, which are ſore- 
mote from our knowledge, that the 
Cauſes of them are not ſo much as 
diſputed of, or inquired into, ſuch as 

may be among otners, W hy the num- 

ber of the Stars is neither greater nor 


- leffer than it is? Why ſo many of 
thoſe Celeſtial Lights are ſo plac'd, as 


N 4 no 


as 


not to be viſible to our naked *eyes}. 


nor even when they are help'd by ors. 
dinary Teleſcopes r ( which extraor- 
dinary good ones have aflured me of. }; 
Why among the familiarly viſible 
Stars, thereare ſo many in ſome parts' 


of the Sky, and fo few in others & 
Why their Sizes are ſo differing, and. 


yet not more differing * Why they 


are not more orderly plac'd, fo as te 


make up Conſtellations of regular or 
handſome Figures ( of which the Tri- 


angle is, perhaps, thefingle Example) 
b_ fre» bs featter'd in the ple) 
as it were by Chance, and have ag 
-confus'd Configurations, as the Drops 
_ thatfallupon ones Hat in a ſhower of 


Rain? To which divers other Queſti- 
ons might be added, as abour the 


Scars, ſo abour the [nterſtellar part of, 


Heaven, which ſeveral of the Modern 
| mr would haye to be empty, 
ave where the beams. of Lighr 
(and perhaps ſome other Celeſtial Ef-' 


fluvia ) paſs throughir ; and the Car- | 


zeſians on the contrary think to be 
fall of an Athereal matter , which 


ſome, that are otherwiſe fayourers of 
cheir Philoſophy, confeſs they arere-: 
duc'd to take up but as an Hypotheſis, 
I ws v fo \e 4 F vb <4 © « "Fe EL $9 : 
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$o that our knowledge is much ſhore 


of what many think, not onely if ir be. 
confider'd Intenſively, but Extenfive- 

Iy; (as a Schoolman would expreſs it, ) 

For there being ſo great a diſpropor- 

tion berweeti the Heavens 'andgghe 

Earth, that fome Moderns think che 
Earth to be little better than a-Point 
in compariſon even of the Orb of the 
Sun 53 and the Carteftans, with other 
Copernicans, think the great Orb it 
felf, (which is equa] to what the Pro- 
lomeans call'd the Snn's Orb) to be 
but: a Point in reſpe& of the Firma- 
ment; and all our Aftronomers agree, 
that at leaſt the Earth is but a Phyſi- 
cal Point in compariſon of the Starry 
Heaven: Of how little extent muſt our 
knowledge be, which leaves us igno- 


 rantof fo many things, touching the 


vaſt Bodies that are above us, and pe- 
netrates fo little a way even into the 
Earth that is beneath us, thar ir ſeems 
confin'd to but a ſmall ſhare _ of 
the ſuperficial part of a Phyſical Point? 
Of which conſideration the natural 
reſult will be, that, though what we 
call our Knowledge, may be allowed 
ro pals for a high Gratification ro our 
minds, itopghr not $0 puſfthem vp3 

| 6 | and 


/ 


end what. we know of the Syſtem! 
and the Nature of things Corporeal, 
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is not (o perte&t and ſatisfaQtory, af 


co juſtifie our deſpiſing the Diſcoye, 


ries of Spiritual things, 


ne 'of the former parts of this | : 


Letter may furniſh me with one thir 
more, to evince the Excellencies and 


= 

k « 
4 

: 
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Prerogatives of the knowledge of the 


Myſteries of Religions and that One 
thing is ſuch, thac.I hope I ſhall need 
to add nothing More, becauſe it is 


not poflible to add any thing Higher, | 


and that is, That the Preeminence 
above other Knowledge, adjudg'd to 


that of Divine Truths by a Judge 
above all Exception, and above. all 
"Compariſon , namely, by God him: 


ſelf. 


This having been but lately ſhown, 


I ſhall not now repeat it, but rather 

apply whac hath been there evinc'd, | 
- by repreſenting, that it He, who deter-- 
mines in favour of Divine Truths, 
were ſuch an one, as was leſs acquaint- | 


ed, than our over-weening Naturar 


lits with the ſecrets of their Idoliz'd | 


Phyſicks 5 or if he were, though an In- 


telligent, yet {like an Angel) a Bare 


Contemplator of what we call the __ 
k | Works 


' Works of Nature, without having 
any Intereſt in their Productions, your 
Friends not acquieſcing in his eſti- 


oye f mate of things might | have, though 


| nota fair Excuſe, yera ſtronger Tem- 


this ptation, | « 
hing Þ ' But when he, by whoſe direQion 
- and 


we prefer the higher Truths revealed 


' the Þ in the Scripture, before thoſe which 
One } Reaſon alone reaches us concerning 
need F thoſe comparatively mezn Subj: &s, 
It is things Corporeal, is the ſame God 
hers | that not onely underſtands the-whole 
nce Univerſe, and all its parts, far more 
I to perfetly, than a Warch-maker can 
dge BY tmderſtand one of his own Watches, 
all F Finwhich he-can give an accounrone- 
m- F lyof the Contriyance, and not of rhe 


Cauſeof the Spring, nor the Nature 


"0, of the Gold, Steel, and other Bodies. 
er: } his Watch conſiſts of,) bur did make 
'd, F both this great Automatey, the World, 


t-- andMan init: We have no colour to 
S, | magine, that he ſhould either be ig3 
to norant of, or injuriouſly diſparage, his 
ar own Workmanſhip, -or impoſe upon 
d his Fayourite- Creature, Man, in di- 


refting him whar ſort of Knowledge 
he ought moſt to cover and prize, So 
that. ſince *zis He who fram'd. the 
BET: World, 


LINAI 


| fer the knowledge he has vonchſafed 


of his Judgment; as if, becauſe he is | 


gtogy'; and that is, That he wppoſs 
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World, and all choſe things in it we. 
moſt admire, that would have ns pre.. 


ns in his Word, before that which he 

| has allow'd us of his Works, ſure 'tis | 
very unreaſonable and nnkind to make 
the Excellencies of the Workmanſhip 

a diſparagement to the Author, and. 
the Effe&ts of his Wiſdom a Motive 
ainſt acquieſcing in the Decifiony 


= 


to be admir'd for his Viſible. Produs 
Qions , he were not..to be beliey'd, 
when he tells us, that there are Diſco« 
yeries that contain Truths more ya- 
luable than thoſe which relate but co | 
the Objeds, thae' he has expos'd to 
all men's Eyes. | 


/. mo a 9 wn ab. i. 


' The fifth Seftion, 


' Doubt, I ſhould be guilty of a-moſt 
important -Omiſſzon , if I ſhould ' 
here forget to conſider One thing, 
which I fear has-a- main ſtroak in the _ 
Partiality your Friend expr in ; 
his preference- of - Phyſicks. to. The-! 


/ 
- * 
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— Cool - 
"| he ſhall by the Former achuire a 
fed | Fame, both mere Certain and more 
he { Durable, than can be hop'd for from 
'tis | tbe Latter. 7 
ke | , And I acknowledge, not onely 
ip | with readineſs, bur with ſomewhat of 
d {| Gratulation of the felicity of this 
ve | Age, That there is ſcarce any ſorc 
ns | of Knowledge more in requeſt, chan 
is | that, which Natural Philoſophy pre- 
15 | jcnds to teach; and that among the 
!, | Faken'd and inquiſitive part of Man» 
>. 8 kind, as much Repurationand Eſteem 
= | may be gaind byan inſight into the 
a } Sectets of Nature, as by being intruſted 
o ' with thoſe of Princes, or dignifi'd with 
8 the ſplendid'ſt marks of their favour. 
© Bur though 1 readily confeſs thus 
much, and though perhaps I may be 
thought to have had, T know nor by 
3 what face, as great a ſhare of that per- 
4 fum'd Smoak, Applanſe, as( ar leaſt) 
x ſome of thoſe, which among the Wri- 
| ters that are now alive, your Friend 
| ſeems moſt ro Envy for it5 yetT ſhall 
not ſcruple to tell you , partly from 
obſervation of what has happen'd to 
others, and partly too upon ſome little 
"1 Experience of my own, that neither 
| Hit fo caſteas your Friend ſeems ro 
WM. believe 
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believe it, to get by the ſtudy of Nas: | 
cure a ſure and laſting Repuration, 
neither ought the Expectation of ir, 
in reaſon, make men undervyalue - the 
ſtudy of Divinity. Nor would it here 
avail to obje&t-(by way of prevention) 
that the Difficulties and Impedimenrs 
of acquiring and ſecuring Reputation, _ 
tie as- well in the way of Divines as 
Philoſophers, fince this Objeion has 
been already confider'd at the begin- 
ning ofchis Second Parr of our preſent 
Trad. Belides, that the progreſs of 
our Diſcobrſe will ſhew, that the Na- 
turaliſt, aſpiring to fame, is liable ro 
ſome Inconveniences, which are either 
not at all, or not near equally incident 
ro the Divine, Wherefore without 
ſtaying to take atly further fotice of 
this preventive Allegation, I ſhall pro- 
ceed to make good the firſt pare of the 
Aſlſertionthar preceded ir, which chat 
I may the more fully do, give me 
leave (after having premiſed , That & 
man muſt either be a Writer, of forbear 
to Print what he knows ;) to propele to 
you the following Conſiderations. 
And firſt, if your Phyſeophilus ſhould 
think to ſecure a great Reputation, 
by forbeariog. to couch any of his 
Frys: Thoughts 


; Thoughts or Experiments in W:it- 
ing, he may thereby find himſelf noc 


1ſoeyer}) of knowing ſome things thar 


Nuadious men are wont to be very de- 
. firous, hewill nor avoid the Viſits and 


* cloſe himſelf, prevail not at all with 


* Conſcientiouſneſs, that the things he 
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alittle miſtaken, For if once he have 
ain'd a repute ( upon what 'accounc 


may. be uſeful to others, or of: which 


Queſtions'of the Curious, . Or, ifhe l 
ſhould aff-& a. Solitude, and be: con- 1 
tent to hide himfelf ; that he may q 
hide the things he knows ; yer he 
will not eſcape the ſollicitations that 
will be made him by Letters: And if 
theſe ways of tempting h:m to dif- 


him to do fo, he will provoke the Per- 
ſons that have employ d: them ; who 
finding themſelves difoblieg'd by-be- 
ing defeated of their Defires, if-nor.al- 
ſo their ExpeQtations , will for the 
moſt part endeavour to revenge them- 
ſelves on him, by giving him the Cha- 
rater of an uncourteous and ill-na- 
tur'd perſon; and will endeavour, per- 
haps ſucceſsfully enough, to decry his 
parts, by ſuggeſting, That his affeted. 


Concealments proceed but from a 


is preſum'd to poſleſs, are burſuch; * 


if they ſhould begin to be known 


would ceaſe tobe valu'd, ; — 


You will ſay ( perchance, ) thar fo. 
much reſervedneſs isa fault: Nor ſhall 


I diſpute it with you, whether it beor 


not ;; but; ifhe be open and commu-: 


nicative in Diſcourſe to thoſe Scran- 
gers that come to' pump him, ſuch is 
the difingenionus temper of too too 
many, that he will be in great danger 
of having his Notions or Experiments 
arrogared by thoſe tro whom he im-« 


parts them , or at leaſt by others, | 


ro whom thoſe may ( though - per- 
chance deſignleſsly ) happen to dif- 
conrſe of them, And then, if either 
Phyſcophylus, or any of his Friends that 
know him to be Author of what is 


thus uſurp'd, ſhould mention him as 


ſuch, rhe Uſurpers and their Friends 
wou'd preſently become his Enemiess 
and, co ſecure their own Reputation, 
| will beſollicirous to lefſen and blemiſh 
his. ' And if you ſhould now tell me, 
that your Friend might here rake a 
Middle way, as that which in moſt 
caſes is thought to be the beſt; by 
diſcourfing ar ſuch a rate of - his Dif- 


coveries,, as ' may; ſomewhat gratifte | 


thoſe that have a Cutioſfity to earn 
| - them, 


o' | them, andyetnor ſpeak ſocleatly as 
| He himſelf _ of . his ” GL wg in 
them; I ſhould reply; That neither is 
this Expedient a ſure one, nor free 
or | from Inconveniences, For moſt men 
1-- | ae fo ſel opinionated, that they. will 
ealily. believe themſelves Maſters . of | | 
things, if they. do but half underſtand F 
ig And however, though che Per+ ; 
ns to whom the Diſcourſe was ims 
mediately made, ſhould noc baye rag 
great an Opinion of  themſelyes, ng 
more than too. great a Sagacity z yet 
they may eaſily, by repeating what 
they heard and obſerv'd, give ſome 
more. piercing Wit a hine ſufficient tg 
enable him co. make ont che whole 
Notion, or the Diſcovery, which he 
will then without (cruple, and withour 
ealmoft any poſſibilicy of being dif- 
rov'd, aflume for his own, , Butif it 
' happen, ( asit ofteawill in Extempos- 
taneous Diſcourſe) that a Philoſop 
be not rightly underſtood ; either bes 
cauſe he has nor. theleiſure, no more 
than a deſign, to explain himfelt fully, 
or becauſe the Perſons he converles 
wich bring got a comperenc Capacity 
and Attention, he then runs a grea+ 
ter danger than hedges Fas the renky 
| " 
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moſt men take in  beiog known t0'4 
have convers'd with eminent Philo» 
ſophers, makes them vety forward to' 
repeat what' they heard ſach a famous 
Wit ſay 5 and oftentimes being ſecure . 
of not being contradicted, ignorantly* 
to miſrecite it, or wittingly to wreſt' 
it in fayour of the Opinion they would 
countenance by it. So that, whereas 
by the formerly mention'd franckneſs 
of Diſcourſe he is onely in danger to 
have the Traths he diſcover'd arro- 
gared by 'Others , this reſervedneſs 
expoſes him to have Opinions anq 
Errours that he never dream'd of, fa- 
ther'd on Him, - And when a man's 
Opinions or Diſcoveries come once 
ro be-publickly diſconrs'd of, withone 
being propos'd by himſelf, or ſome 
Friend well inſtruted by him ; he 
knows not, what Errours or Extraya- 
gancies may be impured to him (and 
that without a Moral poſſibilicy lefe 
to moſt men to diſcern them, (by the 
miſtake-of the Weak, or thediſinge- 
nuity of the Partial, or the Arrifices of 
the Malitious, Andeven the greatneſs 
of.2 mans Reputationdoes ſometimes 
give (och countenance to vain Reports 
and Surmifes, as by degrees to "_ 
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if not ruine, it, 6 As-we fee, that Fryer 


Bacon, | and Trithemins, and:Paracelſus, 
. "who forthe cimes were: knowing as 


well as ifatnous: men,” had dich - feats 


- aſcrib'd/to them; as by:appearing: Fa- 
| bulous' to moſtof the judicious, have 
- tempted miny-ro'think; tha all the 


grear'things'that were; ſaid. of: them 


- were {o'roo,: far 


Theſe 'are ſome -of the Inconye- 
niences that a Naturaliſt maybe liable 


.to, if he: forbeat rhe communicating 


of his Thoughts and Diſcoveries hims- 


' ſelf: Bur if '\Phyſeophilys:dhould-, to 
;ſbun; theſe; aſpire ro: Famerby rhe uſaal 
-wayof writing Books, he may: indeed 
-avoid theſe, but: perhaps:not wichout 
- rurining/ into:#/ber. inconveniences ard 
(hazards, veryilncle interiour-ro them; 


Firſt cheny we: may conſider , that 


whether a maniwritesin a Syſtemartical 
way, as they have done. who have 


publiſh'd - encire Bodies- of: Natural 


|Philoſophy,. or. Methodical 'Treartifes 


of, fome confiderable part: of ir, or 
whether the write in a morelooſe- and 


-unconfin'd way , of any. particular 


Sabject-rhi - belongs to | Pbyſicks 


- -*whichſoevyer, I ſay, of theſe two ways 


-of writing Books he ſhall make choice 
"6 Q 2 of 


«a 


- of, hevilll find ir lioblets- Inconvei: 
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For if Nt Syſtcemitical frſt 
- For it he write 1caly, firſt, 
| be will be obliged 1 ry ny 
- nothing neceſlary. undeliver'd ) ro ſay 
"tives things that _ —_ _ 
(per many times) by others al- 
Korg atry boxes bar'be-unplea- 
ſant, not onely to the Reader, but (if 
he be Ingenioas) tothe Writer. Next, 
'there are ſo ' many things in-Narnre, 
whereof we know little or Nothing, 
-and ſo many; more of which ye do noc 
know Enough, that our Syſtemarical 
Writer, though we thould- grant him 
£o be very Learned, muſt needs, either 
leavedivers:things that belong ro his 
Theme untreated of. or diſcourſe of 
them flightly, and oftentimes (in 
likelihood ) Erroneouſly::- So thar in 
this kind of Books there is always 
much ſaid that the Reader 4d know, 


and commonly not a little chat the 


Writer does vet know. And to this 1 
muſt add in the third place, that Na- 
tural Philoſophy, being ſo vaſt and 
pregnant a Subject, thar COS 
10ſo Inquiſitive an Age aSthis) almoſt 

every day diſcovers ſome new thing 
-or other abour it, 'cis ſcarce R__ 


te aiabed. oe hadnent bas ac 
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what is Already known, to continue 
Long the moſt proper ; as the ſame 


_ Clothes will. nor long fic a Child, 


whoſe Age, will make him quickly 
out-grow them, And therefore ſuc- 
ceeding. Writers will have a fair pre- 
tence to compile new Syſtems, thar 
may be more adequate to Philoſaphy 
improv'd ſince the publication of the 
former. 'And though there were little 
of New to be added, and it were 
more eaſie to Alter. than to Mead the 
Method. of our ſuppoſed Authour 3 
yet Novelty ic (elt is a thing ſa pleae 
fing and inviting to the generalicy of 
men, that It often recommends things 
that have nothing elſe co recommend 


them and we may apply to a great 


many other things, what I remember 
a famous Courtier of my acquain- 
cance uſed to ſay of Miſtrefles, Thar 
Another was preferable to a Better, 
(the Better being bur the ſame.) 
Butnow if, declining the Syſtema; 
tical way, one ſhall chooſe the othey 
of writing looſe Tradts and Dife 
courſes, he may indeed ayoid ſopte 
of the lately mention'd Inconvent- 
ences, but will ſcarce avoid the bein 
K.” O 3 plunder 
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or theſe will be - ro cull our thoſe 
chings that they like beſt, and inferr 
them in their Methodical Books; 
(perhaps much curral'd, or otherwiſe | 
injur'd in the repeating, ) and will 
place them, not as their own. Au- 
thour did, where they may beſt con- 
firm or adorn his Diſcourſe, and be - 
illuſtrared or upheld by it ; bur where 
it may beſt ſerve the turnof the Com- 
piler: And theſe Methodical- Books 
promiſe ſo much more Compendious 
a way than others to the Attainmenc 
of the Sciences they treat of, thar 
though really for the moſt part they 
prove greater helps to the Memory, 
than the Underſtanding ;' yet moſt 
Readers, being, for want of Judgmene ' 
or of Patience, of another mind, they 
are willing ro take it for granted, that 
in former Writers, if there have been 
any thing conſiderable, 1t has been 
all carefully extracted, -as well as or- 
gderly digeſted by the later Compi- 
lers; And though I take this to be a_ 
very Erroneous and Prejudicial Cons 

ceir, yet it obtains ſe much, that as 
Goliſmir''s chat onely give ſhape and 


luſtre to Gold are far more eſteem#'d, - 


and 


ay) - 
2nd; in 2'better- Condition, than Mi. 
acts, who find the Ore in the bowels 


ofthe Earth, and with greac pains and 


induſtry dig ir up, and refine it. into 
Metall 5 {o thoſe that with great ſtudy 
and toil ſucceſsfully penetrate into 
the hidden Receſſes of Nature, and 
diſcover latent Truths, are uſually 
le(s regarded or taken notice of by 
the Generality of Men, than thoſe 
who by plauſible Methods and a 
near Style reduce the Truths, thar 
others have found our, into Syſtems 


of a Taking Order and a Conyenienr 


Bulk. 

I confider in the ſecond place, Thar 
as the Method of the Books one 
writes, ſo the Bulk of them. may 


' prove prejudicial to the Naturaliſt 


that aſpires ro Fame: For if he write 


' large Books, 'tis odds but that he will. 


write in them many things unaccu= 


.rate, if not impertinent, or that he will 


be obligd to repeat many things 
that others have ſaid before; and. if 
he write but ſmall Tracts, as is the. 
cuſtome of the Judiciouſeſt Anthors, 
who have no mind to publiſh but whar 
& New and Conſiderable, as their 
Excellency will make them to be 

| | O4 the 


—_C 
ahe ſooner diſpers'd, ſo the ſmall 


years ago, are already out of Print, - 
( as they ſpeak ) and not to be mer 
with, fave by chance, in Stationers 
Shops, So that theſe Writings (which. 
deſerve a betrer fare) come, after a 


while, eitherto beloſt, ( which is the 
eaſe of divers, ) or to have]their Me- 
mory preſerv'd onely in the larger 
Volume of ſome Compiler, whoſe 
Induſtry is onely- preferable to his 
Jadgmeat it being obſervable, that 
(by I know not. what unlucky fate ) 
very few ( for I donot ſay, Nong) that 
addi&t themſelves to make Colle- 
&ions our of others, have the Judg- 
ment to cull out the choiſeft things 
j them ; and the ſmall TraQs, weare 


peaking of, being preſery'd but in- 


ſuch a Quotex or Abridger, will ran 4 
very great danger of being convey'd 
to poſterity but under ſuch a Repre- 
fenration as it pleaſes the Compiler, 


And This ( that I may proceed ta | 
my | Conficeration ) may makg |}. 
aturaliſts Fame yery uncertain, 
"Þ _—.. 


phe 


es > 


of the Bulk will endanger them tobe” 
quickly loſts as Experience ſhows us + 
of , divers Excellent little Trafts, - 
which, though publiſh'd not many , 
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(199) _- 
| becauſe of the wane of- 
Judgment, ' that ( as I newly ſaid )-is 
roo often obſervable in Compilers, 
whereby they frequently leave far 
detter things than they rake, bur” for 
che want of skill co underſtand the 
Anthor they*- Cite and Epitcomize, ot 
Candor todo him right. For ſome- 
times mens Phyſical Opinions, and 
ſeveral Paſſages of their Writings, are 
ſo miſrepreſented by Miſtake'or De- 


| Ggn, eſpecially if thoſe that recite 


their Opinions be not Of them, chat 
men are made to teach or deliver 
things quite differing from their Senſe, 
and perhaps quite contrary ro it 3 of 
which, I my ſelf have had ſome un- 
welcome Experience, a Learned Wri- 


ter pretending, I know not how often, - 


that -I afferred an Opinion, aboue 
which I did exprefily &n5y;6r. And an- 
other noted Writer having. ( not our 
of defign, bur pnacquaintedneſs with 
Mechanicks, and the Subje@ I wrie 
of,) given me commendations for 
having, by a new Experimenr, prov'd 
a thing, the quice contrary whereof [ 
intended thereby ro evince, and am' 


{  norAlone miſtaken, if I did not do ir, 
1 Other Matyralifils 1 haye mer with, 


whoſe 


whole Writings Compilers have wgzl ye 
 _ duc'dout of hatred to their -Perſong, | at 
_ or their Religions as if Truth _ is 


in nothing bea Friend - to one that sf © 
the Traducers's Enemy osas-ifa manf d 
that falls into an Errour in Religion, | / 


could not light upon a good Notion inf x 
Philoſophy, .in ſpite of all the Truths x 
we. owe to Ariſtotle, Epicurus , and © 
the other Heathen Philoſophers, Nay, || t 
ſome there are, that will ſer theme ff t 
| ſelves co decry a man's Writings, |[- 1 
not becauſe they are direaly His Ene- || | 
mies, but becauſe He.is efteem'd by | 
Theirs ; as you may remember an In- || 
tance ina Seryanctof yours, who had 
divers things written againſt Him up- 
on this very' Acconnt, Nor is it onely || 
by the Citations of profeſs'd Adver- 

ſaries or Opponents, that a worthy 

Writer's Reputation-may be preju+ 

dic'd, {ince 'tis not - unfrequently fo 

by thoſe, thac mention. him with an 

Encomium, and ſeem diſpos'd to- ho- 
nour him, For I have obſety'd it to be 

the Trick of certain Writers, to name - 
an Author with much Complement, 
onely for ſome one or few of the leaſt 

conſiderable things they borrow: of | 
Him z by which artifice they endeas |: 
vour 74 
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l (199), 
M5 your to conceal their being Plagi> 
ng, | aries of more and -berter.;' which yer 
d[ is more excuſable than the Practiſe 
| of ſome, who proceed to thar pirch of 
{| difingenuity, that they will rail at an 
4 Author, -to whom indeed they owe 
| too much, that they may 'not be 
| thought to bebeholden to him, | 
* Bute (4. ) I muſt add, that beſides 
theſe dangers that a Naturaliſts Repu+ 
ems | tation with poſterity may run.through 
SS, {the Ignorance or Perverſneſs of men, 
Ne; } it is liable co divers other hazards, 
by f from the- very Nature both of Men, 
In- F of Opinions, and of T hings, 
lad For; as men's Genius's and Inclina+ 
p- | tions are naturally various inreference 
ly |: to Studies, one man' paſſionately :af- 
= | feRing one ſort of them, and another 
hy | being fond of quite differing ones 3 ſo 
thoſe Inclinations are. oftentimes va- 
riouſly and generally determin'd by 
external and accidental Cauſes. As 
when ſome great. Monarch happens tq 
be a great Patron, or a Deſpiſer, and 
4 perhaps Adverſary, of this orthatkind 
4 of Learning : And when ſome cne 
man has gain'd much applauſe for this 
| . or thar kind oh Study, . Imitation, or 
AZ Emylation oftentimes makes. many 
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ethers addi@ themſelves toit...- Thys 
though . Zowe under the -Conſnls way 
inconſiderable for Learning, yer the 
Reputation of Czeero,” agd Favour of 
Avesft#s, brought Learning into' re. 
queſt chere z where the ſmall conn. 
nance it met with among moſt of che 
ſucceeding Emperours, kept ir far ing 
feriour to. what it had been among the 
Greeks about Alexander's Age, And 
the, Age of the ſame Aug»/ims way 
enobled with ſtore of Poets, nor onely 
þy 'the countenance which He and 
Mecenes afforded them, but proba- 
bly alſo by the Examples they gave 
to, and the Emulation they excited 
in, one another. And after che decay 
'of the Roman Empire, in the Fourth 
Century, Natural Philoſophy and the 
Mathematicks being very little va- 
lued, and leſs underſtood, by reaſon 
that mens Studies were, by the Geni- 
us of thoſe Ages apply'd ro other Sub- 
jets, every hundred years ſcarce pro- 
duc'd Qne Improver, (not to ſay ons 
Eminent Oulcivator ) either of Ma- ; 
thematicks or of Phylicks ; By which 
you may ſee, how lictle Certainty there 
is, that, becauſe a man is skilld in Nas | 
tyxal Philoſophy , and that Science-is *|, 
now 7} 


| 4... 
now in Requeſt; his: Reputation hall 
be gs great 8s now, when perhaps the 
Science--ic (elf will be grown our of 
Repyte;' tle tt rhe 
- Bne beſides the Contingencies that 
may 'happen to a Naturaliſt's Fame 
pponthis Account, That the Science” 
He cultivates,”.is, as well as others, 
ſubje&-to Wanes and Eclipſes in the 
general:efteem of men 4; there is an- 
otheryncertainty ariſing from. the Vi- 
ciſicudes- that are ito; be- mer with in 
the Eſtimates | men make of differing 
Hypotheſes, Sedts, and ways of Phi- 
loſophizing about'the ſame Science, 
and patticularly about Natural -Phi- 
lolophy. For during thoſe Learned 
Times, when Phyſicks firſt and moſt 
flouriſh'd among the Greciays, Demo» 
critns," Leucippms , Epicarns, Anaxe- 
goras, Plato, and almoſt all che Na- 
curaliſts thar preceded Yriftotle, 'were 
Corpuſculazians,endeavouring,though 
. Hot all by the: ſameway, to give an 
account of the: Phenomena of Nature, 
- and even of Qualities themſelves, - by - 
the Bigneſs, Shape, Motion, &c, of 
Corpuſcles, or the minuteſt aQive 
;parts of Matter : Whereas Ariffprh 


ving attempted to deduce dhe P 


could not be explicated by then), 
(and*conſequently far the greateſt part 
of Natures Phenomens) to Subſtan« 
tial* Forms ' and Occult: Qualicies j 


(Principles that are readily nam” a; bur | 


ſcarce ſo much as prerended ro beun- 
derſtood, ) and 'having upon theſe 


Phyſicks into a 'kind* of Syſtem} 


which the judicious Modeſty ' of the 
Corpuſcularians had made them back-J} 
ward todo; the Reputation thar his} 
great Pupil Alexande?, as well as his: 
Learning gave him's ' the Eaſineſs of: 
the way he propos'd to the attain-: 
ment of Natural Philoſophy; 'the | ' 
good. luck his Wjitings þad to ſur«: 
vive thoſe of Democritss, and-almoſt Þ 1 
all che- reſt of che Corpuſcularians,! 

when Charles the Great beganito-#ſta-. 
bliſh Learning in*Zurope: Theſe, I 
ſay, and ſome other lucky Accidents 


that. coicurr'd, did for about ſeven 


.. oreight hundred years together, make | 
the Corpuſcularian Philoſophy, not Þ. 
onely be Juſtled, but even Exploded } 
out of the Schools by the ra { 
| - CICN'5) 


_ (2087) TL 
notmens from the four-firſt Qualities) 
cle four Elemenrs,and ſome few other 
'batten 'Hypptheſes'; aſcribing” whe 


flight 'and narrow Principles -reduc'd 
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»I tick s which in our Times is, by ' 
x | many, opon.the Revival of the Cor- 
| puſcularian'Phiſoſophy, rejeQed, arid,” 
by more than'a few, derided as preca- 


| rious, unincelligible, and aſcleſs, And 
ff to give an_ inſtance in 4, particular 
3} thing, ( which, though formerly na- 
fl med, deſerves to be agam mention'd 
2&8 to our preſent purpoſe,) Arz/orle him- 

Y ſelf ſomewhere confefles, ©( not to ſay 

Þ brags) that the Greek Philoſophers, his 


1 Predeceffors did, unanimouſly teach , 
ef tharthe World was (I faynot Created, 


2 but) Made,and yer He, almoſt by his 


is fiogle Authority, and che ſabcile Ar- 
is] guments ( as ſome have been pleafed 


Fro think them, ) thar he employ'd, 


1- © (though divers of chem were borrow'd 


«|| of Ocellus Lucanm, ) was able for ma- 
a ny Ages ro introduce into the Schools 
I of Philoſophers char Irreligions and 
J1ll-grounded Opinion of the Erernity 
of the World, which afterwards the 


7 Chriſtian Doarine made men begin 


{ro queſtion, and which now both that 


nf and Right Reaſon have perſwaded 


| moſtmento reject. | 
I And this invites me to confider far- 


4 Jther, Thar the preſent ſucceſs of the 


. {Opinions that: your Phyſeophilas be- 
Þ 24H friends, 


; (202) 

_ friends, ought notto makehim ſo (urs 
RY nts heis, thar the ſame Opis 
nions will be always in the fame, a 
greater Vogue, and haye-the jp 
Advantages, in polat of Generd 
Eſteem . that they now have, over thei 
Corrivals, For, Opinions ſeem to havg 
their Faral Seaſons and Viciflicudes, 
as wellas other things; as may appear, 
not onely by the Ny 16gp 1g of ir news 
ly given, but alſo by the Hypotheſyſ._. 
ofthe Earths Motion, which having 
been in great requeſt before, Ppthagen 
745, ( who yet is commonly thoughy 
the Inventor of ir,) had its Repurationl . 
much increas'd by the ſuffrage of rhelj 

famous. Set of the Pyrbagoreaus 
(whom Ariſtotle himſelf rakes notice 
of as the Patrons of that Opinion;) and 
yet afterwards for near 2000 years it 
was laugh'dat, asnot onely falſe, but. 
ridiculous, After all which time, thi 
ſo long antiquated Qpinion being re 
viv'd by Copernicas, bas in a little time 
made ſo great a progreſs among the 
modern Aſtronomers and Phitoſo- 
phers, that if it go oaco prevailat the| - 
ſame rate, the Motion of the Earth _ 
will be acknowledg'd by all irs MarÞ} z 
themacical Inbabicants. Bur choughl|®., 
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At be often the Fate of an oppreſs'd 


Truth, to havear length a Reſurrecti- 
on, yer *cis-not always its peculiar pri- 
viledge 5 for, Obſolete Errours are 
ſometimes reviv'd, as well as diſcre- 
dired Truths: So that the general 
diſrepure of an Opinion in one Age 


- Will not give us an abſoluce ſecurity , 


that *cwill not be in as general Re- 
queſt in another, in which ic may per- 


- . haps not onely Revive, bur Reign, 


Nor is it onely in the Credit of 
mens Opinions about Philoſophical 
Maccers, that we may obſerve an In- 


conſtancy and Viciffrude, bur in the 


very Way and Method of. Philofo- 


 Phizing, for Democritus , Plato, Py- 


thagoras, and others, who were of the 
more ſincere and ingenious Cultiva- 
tors of Phylicks among the Greeks, 


.-exercis'd themlelves chiefly either in 


making particular Experiments and 
'Obſervarions, as Democrites did in his 
manifold Difſegions of Animals; or 
elſe apply'd the Mathematicksto the 
Explicaring of a- particular Phenomes 


- ox of Nature, as may appear ( not-ro 


£ ? 


art” menrioa what Hero teaches in his 
Met Prenmaticks,) by the Accounts, De- 


m8 mecrires, Plato, and ochers, give of 


Fire 


Fire and other Elements, from the Fi- 


eure and Motion of the Corpuſcle 
they conſiſt of, And although this 
way of Philoſophizing were ſo much 
in requeſt before _— that ( albeit 
he unluckily brought in another, yet) 
there are manifeſt and conſiderable 
footſteps-of it to be met with in ſome 
of his Writings, (and particularly in 
his Books of Animals, and his Mecha- 
Nical Queſtions3) yet the Scholaſtick 
followers of Ariſtotle did, for many 
Ages, negle@ the way of Philoſopht- 
zing of the Antients, and. ( to the 
oreat prejudice of Learning)introduc'd 
every wherein ſtead of it a quite con- 
' trary way of Writing, For, not onely 
they laid aſide the Mathematicks, 
(of which they were for the moſt parc 
very ignorant, ) but inſtead of giving 
us Intelligible and Explicite ( if not 
Accurate) Accounts of particular Sub- 
jets, grounded upon a diſtint and 


heedful Conſideration of them, they 


contented themſelves with hotly diſ- 
puting,' in-general , certain unneceſſa-' 
ry, or at leaſt unimportant queſtions 
| about the Objeds of Phyſicks, about 


Materia Prima, Subſtantial Forms, - 
Privation, Place, Generation , Core © 
. ruption, © 


i ene en tein in we Se Rny I Fir} {i fg.yH 
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oY ption, and other ſuch general things, 


with which when they had quite ryr'd 
chemſelyes and their Readers, they 
uſually remain'd utter ſtrangers to the 
particular Productions of thar Nature, 
about which they had ſo much wran- 
oled, and were not able to give a man 
ſo much true and uſeful Information 
about Particular Bodies, as even the 
meaneſt Mechanicks, ſuch as Mine- 
diggers, Butchers, Smiths, and even 
Dary-maids, conld do, Which made 
their Philoſophy appear ſo Imperfect 
and Uſeleſs, not onely ro the Gene- 
rality of Men, bur co the more Ele- 
vated and Philoſophical Wits, that-. 
our great Yerulam atcempred with 
much Skill and Induſtry, ( and not 
without ſome Indignartion ) co reſtore 
the more modeſt and uſeful way pra- 
Ris'd by the Antients, of Tnquiring in- 
to particular Bodies, withour haſten- 
ing to make Syſtems, into the Requeſt 
it formerly had ; wherein the admi- 


rable Induſtry of two of our Loydon . * 


Phyſicians, Gilbert and Harvey , has 
not a little aſiſted him, And I need 


-not tell you, that ſince Him , Des- 


Cartes, Gaſſendus, and others, having 
takenin the Application of Geome- 
P z rrical 


RW 
trical Theorems, for the Explication 
of Phyſical Problems ; He, and They, 
and Other Reftorers of Natural Phi- 
loſophy , have brought the Experi- 
mental and Mathemarical way of In- 
quiring into Nature into at leaft as 
high and growing an Eſtcem, as ever 


ir pcſſeſs'd whenir was moſt in Vogue 


among the Naturaliſts that preceded 
Ariftotle. | 

To the Conſiderations IT have hi- 
therto deduc'd, which ( perhaps ) 
might alone ſoffice for my purpoſe, 
1 ſhall yer ſubjoyn one thar I take to 
be of greater weight than any of them, 
for the manifeſting how difficult it is 
ro be ſure, that the Phyſical Opini- 
ons, which at preſent procure a Cham- 
pion or Promoter of them Venerari- 


on, ſhall be ſtill in requeſt, | For be-- 
ſides that inconſtant Face of applaud- , 


ed Opinions, which may be impured 
to the Inconſtancy of Men, there is a 
greater dangerthar threatens the Aſpi- 
rers Reputation from the very Nature 
of things : For the moſt general Prin- 
ciples of all, viz, the Figure, Bigneſs, 


Motion, -and other Mechanical Aﬀe- _ 
arts of Matter, |. 
believes ) (ufft- 
ciently , 


Etions of the ſmall 
being (as you Frien 


_ 
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ciently and clearly eſtabliſh'd already g 
he muſt expect to raiſe his Repura- 
tion from ſubordinate Hypotheſes 
and Theories; and in theſe I ſhall nor 


{cruple to ſay, that 'ris extremely difh- 


culr, even. ior thoſe that aremore ex- 
ercisd than He, in framing Them 
and in making of Experiments to have 
ſo reaching and atrentive a proſpe&t 
of a!l things fir. co be known, as not 


+ to be liable to have their Doarine 


madedoubtrful, ordiſprov'd by ſome- 
thing that He did xot diſcover, or that 
After-times may, This, I doubt nor, 
but you would eaſily be prevail'd with 
toallow, if I had leiſure and-conve- 
niency to tranſmit to yog-my Scepti- 
cal Naturaliſt. , And without having 
recourſe to that Trac, it may poſſ- 
bly ſuffice, that we confider;chat one of 
the Conditions of a good * Hypothe- 


other Phenomena of Nature, as wel 
as thoſe *tis tram'd ro explicate, - For 
this:being granted, ( which-cannor be 
deny'd,) He that eſtabliſhes, a Theory, 
which he expects ſhall be acquieſc'd 


- |. inby allſucceeding Times, and make 
4 - Him famous in them, muſt not onely 


7 Hy have 


46 : | 
fis is, that Ir fairly comport not onely Se 
with all other Truths, but. with all fites of a 
| [ good Hy+ 
potheſis, 


(208) "I 
have a care, that none of the Phe 
»omenas of Nature , that are already' 
takenmotice of, do contradidt his Hy-' 
potheſis at the preſent, bur that no 
Phenomena that may be hereafter diſ- 
cover'd; ſhall do it for the future. And: 


I'very much queſtion, whether Phyſea- 


philus ao kyom, or, upon no greatet a 
number ' and variety of Experiments 
than moſt men build upon, cax know, 
how incompleat the Hiſtory of Na- 


ture we yet have, is, and how difficulr 


it.is to build an Accurate Hypothe-' 
fis upon an Incompleat Hiftory of the 
Phenomena 'tis to be fitted to ; eſpe-' 
cially conſidering that (as I was ſaying) 
many things may be diſcover'd in 
After-times by Induſtry - or Chance, 
which arenor now ſo much as dream'd 
of, and which may yet overthrow Do- 


&rines ſpeciouſly enongh accommo-, 
dated to the Obſervations that haye: 


been hitherto made. 

Thoſe Anrtient Philoſophers, that 
thought the Torrid Zone to be 'un-" 
inhabitable, did not-- eftabliſh their 


Opinion upon wild Reaſonings ,, and' 


as it continu'd uncontral'd for many 
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by Modern Navigations had not ma* 
nifeſted it to be Erroneoss, The $So- 
lidity of the Celeſtial Orbs was, for 
divers Centuries above 1000 years, 
the general opinion of Aſtronomers 
and Philoſophers, and yet in the laſt 
Age and in Ours, the free TrajeRion, 
that has been obſerv'd in the Motion 
of ſome Comets fromone of the ſup- 
poſed Orbs to another, and che In- 
tricate Motions in the Planet Mars , 
(obſerv'd by Kepler and others, ro be 
ſometimes nearer, as well as ſometimes 
remoter from the Earth than is the 
Sun;) theſe. ſay,and other Phenomens 
gadiſcover'd by -the Antients , have 
made evea Tyc/o, as well as moſt of the 
recent Aſtronomers, exchange the 
too long receivid Opinion of ſolid 
Orbs for the more watrantable belief 
of a Fluid Ather. And though the 


| Celeſtial part ofthe World, by reaſon 


of its remoteneſs from us, be the moſt 
unlikely of any other to afford us the 
means of ovyerthrowing old Theories 
by.new Diſcoveries ; yeteven in thar - 


we may take notice of divers Inſtances 


' tour preſent purpoſe, though I ſhall 


here name.,bur this One, viz. Thar, at- 


{| | ter the Prolewaick Number and: Order 


P 4 of 
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of the Planets had paſt uncontradifted: 


295. 43% AY > Gr. Al Br APE EEE » 
, oy 


TE.” 


76 =_ 


for very many Ages3 and even the] 
Tychonians and Copernicans, ( how- | ( at 
ever they did by their differing Hy goe 
potheles difſent from the Prolemaick Þ| wit 
Syſtem ( as ro the Order, ) did(yer) || Ve 
acquieſce in it as to thenumber of the || - 
Planets z by the happy Diſcoveries, || of 
made by Galileo of the Satellites of | ad. 
Fupiter, and by the excellent Huge- | Qu 
nius, of the New Planer about $Sa- || th 
turn, ( which Ithink I had theluck to | th 
be the firſt that obſerv'd and ſhew'd || ta 
Disbelievers of it in Z»gland, ) the of 
Aſtronomers of all perſwafions are ni 


. brought ro add to theold Septenary | -þ 
- nember of the Planets, and rakeinfl q 


Fiveothers that their Predecefſors did | r 
not dream of, That the Chyle pre- Þ ( 
par'd in the Stomach paſs'd through | 1 
the Meſaraick Veins to the Liver, and | 
ſo to the Heart, was for many Ages | 
the unanimous Opinion, not onely of | | 
Phyſicians, but Anatomiſts , whoſe | © 


. numerops DifleRions did not cempe 


them toqueſtionit 5 and yer,ſince the 
caſual, chough lacky, Diſcoveries 


_ mageofthe Milky Veſſels in the Tho- 


rax by the dextrous Peequet, thoſe 
Ehat haye had with you and T thecy- | 
riohey | 


. , ce . 


4 » | - = £4 © 
«| rioficy to make the requiſite Expert- 


Co | 
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"| ments, are generally convinc'd, that 
| (arleaſt) a good part of the Chyle 


goes from the Stomach to the Hearr, 

without paſſing throu2h the Meſataick 

Veins, or coming at all ro the Liver, 
'Twere eafte ro multiply Fnſtances 


of this kind, bot TI rather chooſe rg 


add, that 't's not onely abour the 
Qualities, and other . Attributes of 
things, but about their Cauſes a!fo, 
that New and oftentimes Acciden- 


tal Diſcoveries may deſtroy the credir 


of Long and generally approv'd Opi- 


nions, That Quick-lime exceedivgly 


.heats the Water that is pour'd on to 
quench ir, on the account of ' Antipe- 
riſt aſis, has been very long afid oniyer- 
fally receiv'd by the School-Philoſo- 
phers., where *tis the grand and uſuzl 
Argument, urg'd tro Eſtabliſh Anti- 
periſtaſis; and yet I preſume you have 
taken notice, : that rhis Proof is made 
wholly Ineffeftual in the judgment of 


_ many of the Y:rtnoſi, by ſome contraty 
Experiments of mine, and particularly 


that of exciting in Quick-lime full as 
great an Efferyeſcence by the Aﬀeſjon 
of Hor water in ſtead of Cold Soirt has 


; been generally belicy'd, thar in'the 


Con- 


\ 


See this 
Subje&t 
handled 
at large 
inan Ap- 
pendix to 
the Au- 
thor's 
Fx;imen 
of Anti- 


feriflaſes, 


(ara): F- 
Copgelation of Water, that -Liquozl Fac 
' 1s condensd into a narrower roomy 
+Inthe whereas our late Experiments * havg 
ofColg. fatisfied moſt of the curious, that Icy 
ibs Waterexpanded, or if you pleaſe} 
that Ice takes up more room than x 
Water did, whilſt it remain'd unfro« 
zen. And whereas the Notion of Nas 
tures abhorrence of a Yacuum, has not 
 onely everſince Ariſtotle's time made 
a great noiſe in the Schools, but ſeems: 
to. be Confirmable by a mulcicude of 
Phenomena ; the Experiments of Tor- 
*Now riceliius, and ſome of * Ours, evis 
publiſ's dencing, that the Air has a great 
Bookoe Weight and a ſtrong Spring, have, I, 
NewPhy- think, perſwaded almoſt all, that have' 
fco-Me- impartially confider'd them , thar, 
Experi- Whether there beor be not ſuch a thing 
ments. as they. call Fuga Yacei, yet Suction, 
and the Aſcenſion of Water in Pumps, 
and thoſe other Phenomena thar are . 
oenerally aſcribd to It, may be very }| 1 
well Explicated without it, and are |} : 
indeed caus'd by the Weight of the |} © 
Atmoſphere, and the Elaſtical power 
of the Air. 

And this puts mein mind to take 
notice, thateven prafical Inventions, 
where one would think the Mages | 

| Fact | 


E 00>... A 
quot Fact to be Evident, may by un- 
onyg dream'd of Diſcoveries be brought to 
741 toſe the general Repuration they had 
for complearneſs in their kind. Forto 
If endear the Invention of Sucking 
Pumps and of = / $30"ws it has been 
rally preſum'd, that by means of 
F either of theſe, Water and any other 
north Liquor may, ob fugam wvacui,'be rais'd 
ade to what height one pleaſes; and ac- 
m$y cordingly ways have been propos'd 
of Þ by famous Authors, to convey Wa- 
07+} ter from one fideof an high Mountain 
if to the other : Whereas firſt che un- 
at F expected Difappointments that were 
Tf mer with by. ſome Pump-makers, 
ef and afterwards Experiments purpoſely 
', | made, ſufficiently evince, that neither 
S | aPumpnor a Syphon will raiſe Water 
s | toa3bove 35 foot or thereabours, nor 
» | Quickfilver to ſo many Inches, © 
* | And as to the Invention 'of Wea- 
" | rher-glafſes, which has been ſo much 
' | and juſtly applauded and ns'd, & ir 
' has been generally. receiv'd for the 
erneſt Standard of che Hear' and Cold 
of the Wearher 3” [9 it ſeems to be lia- 
bletg no ſuſpition of deceivirig Us: 
For not onely *tis evident, tharin Win- 
Fer, when che Air is yery Cold, the 
| Water 
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Water riſes much - higher than in 


Summer and other Seaſons, when tis] * 


not ſo; but. if you bur apply: your 
warm: hand to the Bubble at the top, 
the Water. will be viltbly depreſs 
by the rarifidd Air, which wpon the 
removal of the Hand returning to its 
former Coldneſs, the Water will 
L forthwith as manifeſtly aſcend again, 
Tre o And yet by ayn..; that, as the Af+ 
this Sub- 2yoſphere has a conſiderable weight, ſo 
je. PI- this weight is not always the ſame, 
the Au- but varies much, and that, as far asl 


thourto can yet diſcover, uncertainly enough ; 


—_— & T have had the luck to (atisfie many 


of the Curious,that theſe Open Ther» 
mometers are not to be ſately rely'd 
on, fincein them the Liquor is made 
to riſe and fall, not onely, as men 
have hitherto ſuppos'd, by the Cold 
and Heat of the Ambient Air, bur (as 
I have ſhewn by divers new Ex- 
periments) according to the varyin 

Gravity of the Atmoſphere ; whic 
Variation has not onely a Senſible, 
but a yery.Confiderable Influence up- 
on the Weather-glaſs, . To theſe. In- 


ſtances I ſha!l annex onely one more, 


from which we may learn, thac not- 


withſtanding a very heed{ul ſurvey of | 
Rs 
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tied. all that at preſent a man can take no- 
arl tice of, or well ſuſpect chat he oughr ro 
| rakeinto his Conſideration, the Caſe 


may be ſuch, that having devis'd an 
Inſtrument, He may uſe it many years 
with good ſucceſs; and yer, unleſs ke 
were able ro live very many more, 
he ſhall nor be ſure ro out-live the 
danger of finding the ſame Inſtrumenc 
(though to ſenſe as well condition'd 
aS Ever) fallacious: As he thar fi:ſt 
applid a Magnetick . Needle to the 
finding of the Meridian Line, mighr 
very probably conc'ude, that his Nee- 
dle pointing direltly N, and S. -or de- 
clining from it juſt two or three, or 
ſome other determinate number of 
Degrees, he had diſcover'd a certain 
and ready way, withour the help of 
Sun or Stars, or Aſtronomical Inftru- 
ments, to deſcribe a Meridian Line, 
and if he liv'd but an ordinary.number 
of years after his Obſervation, he 
might probably have found his Inſtru- 
ment not deceitful z which yet it may 
now be, the Magnetick Needle nor 


.onely declining ia many places from 


'the true points of XN. and s. but.( as 


| later Diſcoveries inform us) varying 


in tra&t of time its Declination in the 
{elf ſame place. The 


The Confiderations. hitherto -pro? 
pos'd might eafily - enough be ef i 
creas'd by more of the ſame rendency,ſ - 
eſpecially if I choughr'fic co borroyfi 
from a Diſcourſe ( of mine) purpoſely 
written about the Partiality and Uncer. 
tainty of Fame ; but in ſtead of adding 
to their Number, I ſhould think mz 
ſelf oblieged ro excuſe my having al. 
ready mention'd ſo many, and infiſted 
ſo much upon them, if I did not vehe& 
mently ſuſpeR, that in your Phyſi6- 
philns, (as well as in many other mo» 
dern' Naturaliſts,) ſcarce any thing 
does more contribute -to an Under 
valuation of the ſtudy of Divinity 
than that being eagerly ambirious of: 
Cettain, as well as a Poſthume Fame, 
he is confident that Phyſiologie will 
help to its and therefore the deſign 
of his Diſcourſe made me think it ex- 
pedient to ſpend ſome time to mani- 
feſt, That tis far leſs eafie than he 
thinks, tobe as (ure that he ſhall hay 
the praiſes of Future Azts, as that 
(though he have them ) he ſhall not hear 


them. 


The paſt Conſiderations have, I 
preſume, convinc'd you, that 'tis-noY ©! 
ſuch eafie matter for a Naturaliſt roÞ * 

_  aAcquiyie 
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2 acquire a great reputation and be ſure 
26-1 it will prove a laſting one. Where- 
cy,0 fore, that I may alſo confirm the ſe- 
roy cond Part of what formerly I propos'd, 
(cl 1 now proceed to ſhow, that, though 
cer the caſe were otherwle, yet he would 
ling have no reaſon to ſlight the ſtudy of 
my} Divinity. 
I; For, in the firſt place, nothing 
hinders, but that a man who values 
and inquires into the Myſteries of Re- 
gion, may attain to an Eminent de- 
gree in the knowledge of thoſe of 
Nature. For frequently men of great 
parts may ſucceſsfully apply them- 
ſelves to more than one Study, and 
few of them have their thoughts and 
hours ſo much ingroſs'd by that one 
Subje&t or Imployment, but that, if 
onf} they have great Inclinations as well 
x-j| as Fitneſs for the ſtudy of Nature, 
i- they will find time, not onely to Cul- 
tivate it, bur to Excelinit, You need 
not be told, That Coperniczs, towhom 
ur late Philoſophers owe ſo much, 
was a Churchman 5 That his Cham- 
| pion LZansbergius was a Miniſter, and 
Ih that Gaſſends himſelf was a. DoCtor 
of of Divinity, Among the Jeluites you 
ro} know, that Claviws and divers vs 
7 WE Ve 


i 5 I 


have as proſperouſly / addicted them? 
ſclves.ro Mathemarticks as Divinity, 
And as to Phylicks, nor onely Sche;. f 
ner, Aquilenius, Kircher , Schottus\, 
Zucchics, and others, have very lays 
dably -cultivated' rhe Optical and 
ſomeotber Parts of Philoſophy 3 but 
Ricciolas himſelf, the Learned Com 
piler of that Voluminous and Judicis 
ous Work of the Almageſium novum i 
wherein he has inſerted divers accurate 
Obſervations of his own, is not onely 
a Diviae, bur a Profefſor of Divinity. 
And without going out of our own 
Councrey, I could, it I durſt for fear 
bf offending che modeſty of thoſe ] 
ſhould name, or injuring che meric of | 
thoſe I ſhould omit; I could ( I fay ) 
if it were not for chis, among our Eng- 
liſh Ecclefiaſticks nzme you divers, 
who though they apply themſelves 
ſo much to the ſtudy of the Scriprure, 
as to be not onely ſo:id Divines, bur 
Excellent Preachers, have yer been 
ſo happily converſant with Nature 
that, if/they had liy'd in the Learned Þ 
times of the Greeks, they would have: 
rivall'd, if nor eclips'd, ſome of chem, 
Pythagoras and Exclid; others of them," 
Anaxagords and Epicurus 5 and jour 
- 0} 
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of themx-everi 4rchimedes arid Dems: 
 critvs themſelves. gd 
bel  :-» And certainly., provided there be 
5 28 Curioficy and Induſtry enough im- 
ary ploy'd inthe fxdy of Nature, it is 
and nor Neceſlary,. that the knowledge of 
Duty Nature ſhould be the ultimace End of 
mJ chat Stady 5 a Fondneſs of the Objet 
Cl-8 being requir'd onely in order, to the 
", Engaging the mind to fuch a ſerious 
aey Application, as a higher aim May ſuf- 
ly ficicntly. invite. us. to 3/jand Will r4- 
YE ther promote than diſconrage.. David 
voy became noleſsskilful in-Mufick, than 4-93 
I'S thoſe that: wete addicted ro-it onely RA 
to pleaſe rhemſclves in icy though we 
of Þ may reaſonably ſiidpoſe, char fo pious 
"JF an Avthour of:; Pfalms and. Inftru- 
S"f| meats aſpired -to. an Excellency in 
5 rthac delightful Science; that hemight 
Sf Apply and Prefer it to the Serviceof. 
i the Temple, and promote rhe Cele- 
ut's brarion of God's Praiſes withir,” And 
ay 2 Experience has manifeſted, char 
© the Heathen Philoſophers, that court- 
ed}. @& Moral Vertue for her ſelf, did nor. 
Ve] raiſe it to tharpitch, ro-which *cwas 
Ny advanc'd by the Heroick Practiſes of 
thoſe true - Chriſtians, that in the 
bigheft Exerciſe of Vertue had a Re- 
, Q. - © - Igious 
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ligious aim at the pleaſing and injoy2 
ing of God; ſol ſee not, why Na. f 
tural Knowledge muſt be more pro« 


ſperoufly cultivated by thoſe ſelfiſh 
Naturaliſts, that aim but at the plea- 
ſing of» themſelves in the attainment 
of that Knowledge, than thoſe Reli- 
gious Naturaliſts, who are invited to 
Arrention and Induſtry, not onely by 
the pleaſantneſs of the Knowlecge it 
ſelf, bur by a higher and more in» 
gaging Confiderationz namely, that 
by the Diſcoveries they make in the 
Book of. Nature, both themſelves and 
others may be excited and qualifi'd 


the betr& to admire and praiſe the 
Authour ,. whoſe Goodneſs does fo 


well match the Wiſdom they cele- 
brate, that he declares in his Word, 
That thoſe that bononwr him, he will 
honour. 

And as a man that is not 7» love 


witha fair Lady, but has onely a re- 
ſpee# for her, may have as true 'and 


perfet, though not as diſcompoſing 
an Idea of her face, as the moſt paſh- 
onate vamorates ſo I ſeenor, why a 
Religious and Inquifitive Contem- 


plator of Nature may not be able to | 
give 2 good accoune of her, withoue' | 
pie } 
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Oy= 
a. | jets of his ſtudy; as ro make' her his 
r= 8 Miſtreſs, and perhaps too his Idol: 
ihf 11. And now [ proceed to confider 
ex-F in the ſecond place, That matters of 
ney Divinity may, as well as thoſe of Phi= 
li- Þ loſopby, afford: a Reputation eo Him 
0 that diſcovers, or illuſtrates them; For 
by though the Fundamental Artides of 
it | Chriſtian Religion be, as I have for- 
ne | merly declart, little leſs Evident than 
at 8 Important; yer there are many -othet 
ie | points in Divinity, and paſſages ih. the 
id | Scripture, which (for Reaſons that: F 
dF] have elſewhere mention'd ) are'ex4 
1e | eceding hard to be clear'd, and do not 
o | enely poſe ordinary Readers, and the 
2- | common ſort of Scholars, bur will ſaf- 


), | ficiently exerciſe the Abilities of 
Great Wir, and give him opportunity 
. _ enough to manifeſt that He is One; 
For divers of the points I ſpeak of are 
much benighted upon the ſcore of the 
Sublimiry of the Things they -creae 


and Decreesof God, which-cannot bs 
eafie ro the dimm underſtandings of 
Us that are but Men: - And: many 
other patriculars that are not Abſtruſe 
bp their own © OY ae yet mads 


- 
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ofs ſach asarethe Natute, Actributes, 


| Obſcuts' 


ivg her ſo far to all other Ob2 
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Obſcure "td © us "by our Tgnorance, 
{ or at! leaſt Imperfet Knowledge, of 
the diſus'd: Languages wherein they 
aredeliver'd, and the great remoteneſs 
of the Ages when, and the. Countreys 
where, chethings recorded were done 
or aid.'::So: that! oftentimes a man 
may. need: and-ſhow: as:great , Learning 
and-Fudgwent rodifpel the Darkneſs; 
wherein Time, has inyolv'd T hings} 
as.” that' /iwhich Nature- .has: caft on 
them: ;And © in effedt; we- ſee, ' that 
St: Angnuſtine, St, Hzeroms, Origen, and 
othets of -the' Fathers; have acquir'd 
no lefs; a' Reputation, than Zmpeded 
cles, Auzxzatoras, or Zenos' And Gros 
#465, Salmaſins 5 Mr, Meade, Dr, Has) 


701d; and tome other - Critical Ex- 


poundets;:of difficult: Texrs of Scri? 


pture, have thereby got as much. Cre- | 


dir, as Fracaſtorizes by; his : Book: De 
Sympathiai;'e  Antipathias - Levinus 
Lemmins by his De ocinttis rerum Mi-: 
raculisy -0r Cardanus { and: his Adver- 
ſary Scaliger ) by what they writ De 
Subtilitate;, or 'even Fernelins himielf 
by his. Baok De AbaitssRernm Canfiso 


And it will contribute co -the ;Credig . 


which 'Theological | Diſcoveries arid: 


Illuſtrations may procure:a Man, that. | 
| the *? 


/ 
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cn”. 
the Importance of the Sybjeds,” and 
the earneſtneſs wherewirch'” men © ie 
-wone ro bufte themſelves abour them, 
hey | ſome upon the ſcore' of” Pitery,. and 
eſs others upon thar of Intereſt, ſome to 
e9S -Learn Truths, and others, ro Defend 
ne what they have long or poblickly 
aan F caught tor Truch, does make greater 
03 numbers of Men take notice of ſuch 
ſs; Matters, and concern themſelves far 
25/ | more about them, than aboue almoſt 
on F any other things, -and efpecia'ly far 
lat more, than about matters purely Phi- 
nd loſophical, which bur few are wont 
4} to-think themſelves fit-to judge of, 
1o- and concern'd to trouble themlſelvy-s 
'0- | abour, And accordingly we fee, rhat 
as | the Writings of . Socinzs, Calvin, Bel- 
x> | larmine, Padre Panlo, Arminins, Fc. 
'- Fare more famous, and more *ſtugied, 
e- | than thoſe of Telrſtns , Campanella, 
6 | Severinns ' Danus, Maznents, and di- 
W | vers other Innovators in Natvral Phis 
i= | loſophy, And Eritws, though a very 
'- | Learned Phyfician, is much leſs: fa- 


Ee | mous for all his Elaborate Diſpueari- | 


if | ons: againſt Paracelſue, than: tor 'the 
fo | little Frat again{tpatticular Forms of 
EC } Church-Government. And T preſume 
You have taken notice, as well as{, 
NIrY Q 3 thac 


= 


Controverſies in all Phyſicks, that are 
Known to, and hotly contended for 
by ſo many, as are the Five Articles 
of the Remanſtrants. 

III, My ſecond Confideration be- 
ing chus diſpatch'd, ic remains, that 
I tell you in. the Third place, thar 
Spppoſing, but not Granting, that tq 
proſecute the Study of Divinity, one 
mult of neceflity negle& the Acquiſt 
of Reputationz yer this Inconveni- 
Ence.ir ſelf oughtnor to deter us from 
the Duty-it would difſwade. For in 
all: Deliberations, wherein any thing 


5 


1s propos'd to be quitted or declin'd, 


to obey or pleaſe God ; me thinks, 


we may fitly apply that of the Pro- 
pher to the Jewiſh King, who being 
perſwaded (to expreſs his Concern for 


Gad's Glory) to decline the Afſiſtance 


of an Idolatrous Army of 7ſraelites, 
and objeRing , that by complying 


with -the Advice given Him, he'f 
ſhould loſe aSum of Money, amount-- 


ing to noleſs than the Hire of a Po- 


rent Army ; receiy'd from the Pro- 


her this brisk, but rational, Ayſwer, 


2 Chron: The Lord is able #0 give thee far mart 
*:?: than this, The Apoſtle Part, you 


are ſcarce-any Five new | 


LINMI 


ſcourg'd, impriſon'd, ſhipwrack's, and 


ew | had been traduc'd, revil'd, bufferted, 


for | ſton'd for his Zeal to propagate the 
cles | Truchs, whoſe ſtudy Iplead for , af- 
cer He had once had a Glimpſe of thar 
be. | great Recompenſe of Reward that is te- 
hae # ferved for us in Heaven, ſcruples nor 
har # to pronounce, that he' finds upon caſt- 
to | ing »p the Account ( for He uſes the 
one | Arithmerical term AoyiZouar ) that Ren: 
at | the ſufferings of this preſent time are © * 
ni. | yt worthy to be compared with the 
om | Glory that is to be reveal 'd in us, . And ' 
-inf| all that che Perſecuted Chriſtians 
ng of his time could ſuffer were not (uita- 
*J | Ge (for ſo I remember the ſame Greek = - 


word to ſignifie elſewhere ) or propor- 


'Os 

ng far. out-weigh what we can now fore- 
or 8 goor decline for ir. The loſs of 'an 
ce | Advantage, and much more the bare 
” miſſing of ir, being uſually bur a Ne- 
1g gative Affligion, in compariſon of the 
ze | Actual ſufferance of Evil, Chriſt did 
t=.| not onely tell his Diſcipks, that He 
». | who ſhould give theleaſt of his Fol- 
j | lowers ſo much as.a cup of cold water 
r, | Ppon the (core of their. relation ro 
6 | Him, ſhouldnay be uarewarded; bur 


when the ſame perſons asked Hina, 
| 4 - - what 
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tionable to that Glory; ic will ſure 


what ſhould be done ro Them , who | by 
had left' All ro follow Him ; He pre-'| ear 
ſently allors Them' Thrones, as much 
ourvaluing that 4/ they had loſt, as 
an ordinary Recompepſe may exceed; 
a cup of cold water, And indeed God's 
Goodneſs is ſo Great, and his Trea- 
ſures ſo. Unexhauſted, rhar as' He is 
_ ro recompence even the leaſt 
ervices that can bedone Him, fo He 
is able to give the Greateſt a propor 
tionable Reward, Solomon had an Op- 
portunity, ſuch as never any Mortal 
' had; (thar we know of,) either before 
or ſince, of ſatisfying his Deſires, whe- 
ther of Fame, pr any other Thing 
that he could wiſhz As what 7 ſhaf 
give thee, was the proffer made him 
by Him, that could'give AH things 
worth Receiving 'and yet the Wiſ- 
dom even of Solomon's choice, ap- 
prov'd by God Himſelf, conſiſted in 
declining the moſt ambition'd things | 
of this Life; for thoſe things thar 
mighrt-the berrer qualifie him to ſerve 
and pleaſe God, And to give you an 
example in a Greater than Solomon, 
we may confider, that He who being 
7n the form of God, thourkt it not rob>-! 


bery ts be equel with God, and whb;:.. 


& "F-- - 
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who! by 1Aving Heaven did, to dwell on 
pres | earth, quic more than any Inhabicane 
uch | of the Earth catito gain Heaven, and 
, as | deny'd more to become Capable of 
eed'f being rempred,-than he did. when he 
>d's | was tempred with an -off-r of All the 
ea= | Kingdoms of the world, and the. Glory 
© is of them: his Saviour, I ſay, is ſaid in 
eaſt } Scripture ro have, - for the Joy that Heb. xij, 
He | was ſet before him, endured the Croſs, * 
or=i | and deſpiſed the ſhame 5 as if Heaven 
)p- | had been a ſufficient Recompence 
tal J- foreven Hi Renouncing Honours, and 
Te | Embracing Torments. 
e= | { He that declines the Acquiſt of 
nz f| the Applauſe ofmen for the Contem- 
af | pation of the Truths of God, does 
my forbear ro gather thar whilſt *tis 
28S | immature”, which by waiting God's 
f- | 'time he will more ſeaſonably gather 
p- | when 'tis full ripe, and wholeſome, 
in | andſweer. Thar immarceſcible Crown 
>s | ( 8s St. Peter calls ir ) which the Go- 
ic | fpel promiſes ro them, who by patient Ro 
'e | continuance in well doing ſeek for ghe- © 
n ry and honoar, will make rich amends 
7, | forthe declining of a Fading Wreath 
4 here upon Earth, where Repuration 
'| is oftentimes as undeſervedly acquir'd, 
b loft: Whereas in Heaven, oy very 
þ. aving 


I }AAL 


Maith, v, 
JI, I2, 


having Celeſtial Honours argues 2 Ti 


tlero them. | And fince*tis our Sayi- 


our's Reaſoning, Thar His Diſciples | 


ought to rejoyce when their Reputz 
tion 1s 
as their Lives by Perſecution, becauſh 
their reward «© great in Heaven, Wwe 
may juſtly infer, That the Grounded 
ExpeRation of fo illaſtrious a Con 


. dirion may bring us-more Conteny, 


even when 'tis not attended with 7 
preſent Apply chan this Applauſe 
can give t 

table Expectation, So that, npon the 
whole matter, we have no reaſon to 
deſpond, or to complain of the Study 
of Theology, for but making Us de- 


Cline an empty and tranſicory Fame 


for a ſolid and eternal Glory, 


pmoy; by Calumny, as welll. 


ole who want that comfor- 
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 Mlowable formego yrgegiphen I deal 


The Concluſion A 


| Y this time, Sir, I have faid as 


JI muchas 1 chink ft (and therefore, 
I hope, more than apon your ſingle 
2ccount was neceſſary ) to manifeſt , 
that Phyſcophilus had no juſt cauſe to 
pndervalue the ſtudy of Divinity, nor 
onr Friend the Door, for addiQing 
himſelf co ir, I hope you haye noc 
forgotten what I expreſsly enough de- 
clar'd. at the beginning of this Letrer, 
That both your Friend and yon ad- 
mitcing the holy Scriptures, I knew 
my (elf thereby to be warranted 10 
draw Proofs from cheir Authority, And 
if I need not remind you of this, pete» 
haps Ineed nor tell you by way of Apo- 
logy, that I am not ſo unacquainted 
with the Lawsof Diſcourſfing,bar char, 
if I had been to argue with 4theifts or 
Scepticks , I ſhould have 'forborn to - 
make uſe of divers of the Arguments 
I have imploy'd, as ferch'd from un- 
conceded Topicks, and fabſticured 
others for ſuch as yet T think it very 


wrh 
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with a Perſon, thaf, as your Frien 
| does onely #ndfrvalue the ſtudy of thi 
Scriptures, wot rejee# their Authorinl 
And if the prolixity I have been gull} 
ty of already did forbid me to 1ncreal 
it by Apologies not ab'olutely neceſ 
fary, I ſhould perchance rather thinkſ| 
my ſelf. obliged: ro'excule the plain. 
neſs of the Style of this Diſcourſe; 
which both upon the SubjeR's ſcore i] 
and yours, may feem to challenge af} 
richer Dreſs. But the matter is very 
ſerious, and you- are a Philoſopher, 
and when the things we treat of are 
highly imporcane;,, I think Truths 
clearly made out ro be the moſt per: 
ſwaſive pieces of Oratory, And a Dif- 
courſe of this Nature is more likely to. 
prove Effeftuai on Intelligent Peru- 
ſers, by having the Reaſons it preſents ' 
perſpicuoafly propos'd, and unpreju- 
dic'dly enrertain'd, than by their be- 
ing pathetically urg'd, or curiouſly 
adarn'd, -. And Þ have the rather tor- 
born expreſſions that might ſeem 
more proper to move than to convince z 
becauſe 1 foreſee, | may very ſhortly 
have occaſion to employ ſome of the 
former ſort: in another Letter ro a ' 
Friend of ygprs and mine, who will, I | 
of % doubr, {| 
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donbt, make -you a ſharer in the trog- 
iy -ble ot reading ir... Bur writing this for 
you and Phyſeophilus, T was far more 
i ſollicirous to give the Arguments [ 
1 imploy a good temper, .thana brighr 
ink gloſs. For eyen when we would ex- 
nf} cite Devorion, if itbe in rational men, 

the moſt cffecaal pieces of Oratory 
are thoſe, which like Burning-glafles 
\nftame by nothing but numerous and 
unired Beams' of-Light,. If chis Ler- 
ter prove ſo happy as to give you any - 
ſatisfation, ir will thereby bring me a 
ths] great ore, Forprizing you as Io, I 
>er- cannor but wiſh to ſee you Eſteem 
Ii thoſe things now, which I am confi- 
'cro | dent we ſhall always have cauſe ro 
ru- | tfteem; and then moſt, when the 
cs | Light of Glory ſhall have made us: 
a- | better Judges of the true worth of 
e= | things, And it would extremely trou- 
ly '| ble me to fee you: a Dileſtecmer of 
-- | thoſe Divine thipes; which as lohg as 
n | 2 man undevalues, the Poſſeſſion of 
» | Heavenir ſclt wonld not make him 
7 happy. And therefore, if the Bleſſing ' 
- of Him whoſe Gloty is aim'd at in it, 
| | make the Succeſs of this Paper an> 
| ſwerable ro the Wiſhes, the Impor- 
cance 
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tance of the Subjet, will make the 
Service done you by it ſyitable ro the 
Defires of , 


ERR AT 4. 


N che IntroduF#7ongp.2 1.18 .point thus; e!ſe; our? 
Bip. 51. 1. 17. r. Corpaſcularian. p.114.l 3. r. 
Wibeolog y for Philoſophy, p. 133, 1, 10, r, yet many of, 
\Yibid. 1. 19. r. eſe do but. p. 201, 1, 12, point thus 
redeceſſors,didunanimouſly teach. 
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\ © © The Publiſher's 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


He following Paper hew- 


ing\brew bat occaſional 
. and haitily ped, long 
, "ih © ofter nhat' the Apthor 
an DO tn Bad Nl way of 
Dialogue ) above the Requifites of 2 
goed Hyr , it was intended, 
that if it came forth at all, it ſhould do 
ſo as an Appendix ts that” Diſconrſe x 
becauſe though one part of it does little 
more than name | of the Heeds 
treated of in the __ yet, accor- 
ding tothe exigency of the Occaſion, the 
other part contains ſeveral things, either 
pretermitted, or but more lightly touched 
ontn the Diſcourſe, But, although the 
Anthor's deſign were to reſerve theſe 
thuughts, 'as 4 kind of Paralipomena 
to his Dialogee ; yet, fonce he is not 
willing to let that, at leaſt quickly, 
come abroad, and theſe are falles 
| A 2 nts 


into my hands, Iwill make bold, with | 
"his good leave, to annex them. to the 
fore-going Treatiſe , wot onely to cam- 
*pleat- the Bulk-of the Book; but betanſef - ( 
of ſome affinity. between them , ſince 
both aint 'at' manifeſting the Excel- 
lency of the Studies they, wonld recom- C 
mend, * And perhaps "twitt wot be un © 
welcome to ſome of the Curions to find, 
-that eun Noble Aithpri'tathe ſame Book, © 
whertia,he prefers the Stuay of Divine V 


thives..te-that of Nataral ones, 
elf prefehthaiMechanical Privie: ; 
\fore.all wit hereHypothifes. about 'N ataral J 
dl hingsy they ;beivg in their own Natur6fo d 
AcCOmmedate::t 0: make conſidering en > 
gnder{tqne, /atber then diſpute af, vht þ 
EfetafRiaorec = 11. ol 


DDBEDSPPOER 


Of ""M Excel as Grounde 


L \ ar ate *:f 

y CORPUSCULAR 
N 

k. | Or 


q Macon Philo phy. 


He importance 
of the Queſtion, 
: you. + propoſe ; 
would oblige me 
D £0 refer 'you'to 
3 the Magee 4- 
bout ' "a" *'gord 
Hypotheſs bs, and ſome other Papers of 
thar kind, : where you- may find my . 
thoughts about the advancages df the 
Mechanical | Hypotheſis fomewhar 
amply. ſet down, and difcours'd of; 
Bur, fince your deſkes confine-me to 
deliver in few words, not what 1 be- 
lieve reſolvedly , but what! I <think 
may. be probably ſaid for the' Prefe- 
rence or the Preeminence-of - the 
| _A3 Corpu(- 


' ”- 
PIP & & oat 2» 
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Gn cular as 2M above Ath 
s,- or that of the Chymiſts, you 5 
Luſt be content to receive from. _ oF 
without any Preamble, or ex3R'Me-f| ;; 
thod, or ample ates, or any 
other, thing that may coſt many 
words, 4g ſuccin& mention of {o 
of the chief Advantages of the Hy- 
pothefis weincline to, And I the ra 
Ther comply, on this occaſion, with 
your Curiofity , becgpſe I haye oftey 
obſery's you to be allarm'd nd dif. 
quiered , when you hear of any 
Book that prerends to uphold, 
repair the decaying bich's 6] 7.6 
the Schools, or ſome bold 'C 
that arrogates to thoſe of ey Iyo " 
Title of Philoſophers, and pretends 
ro byild wholly upon Experience, 
to which he would have all other 
Natyrglifts ghoughe ſtrangers, ' That 
' therefore you may not be ſo rempred 
$0 deſpond, by-che Confidence or Rez 
nagt xp of thoſe Writers, that ba | 
of ghem applaud, and others] ,2 
cenſare, what, I fear, they do nor u0« | 
deifiand, {25 when the Peripatezichy 
2 MezN » A Forms, and | 
miſts hanical Explicotions. Y - 
id Naure's Phenguens, 1 will jo s 
: pore 1 


=... 
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onfac rage, [char, 1 | 
It ' y\ >< you kind 
th phy you haveembrac'd; 
oe TT ome Qpnſiderations 

ith you 7a ove 8 nor yer thet: with, 
ike you ſe propobla; tharche 
new Attempts you hear of from cime 
to time, ,will not pics" ok the Cor- 
ralarian Phileſophy, buc. either be 


 folled; by it, or found zeonalible 


{0 It. Ly 

Bur. when 1 ſpeak. of the Cerpoſ 
cular X, Mechanical Philoſophy uf. 
am.far from meaning with. che Zpi- 
rx wy that Atoms, meeting toges 
ther by chance in an infinite Yacunp, 
are able of themſelves. tg produce the 
World andall i its Phatnamena z not 
with fome Modem Philoſophers, 
thar, ſuppoſing G2d to hays puc ing 
the whole Maſs of Matcer ſuch an ins 


ori antity of -Motion , be 
4 no more fo: make the 
orld, the- material pargs-being able 


by. nc awn ynguided; Motions, te 


caſt OEReciens es ſach a Syſtem. 
(25 we call ;by that name); Bur. 

ly. or {ach a, Phil 1 
-but.co ehings: _pyeely Tore 


poreal, 2nd diſtinguiſhing -benwen 


Aa - 6 


( 4) ; | | 
the firſt orfeinel of things: and the 1 
ſubſequent courſe of Nature, reaches, | tior 
concerning the former, not onely that 
God gavei Motion ro- Matter, bur 
that in'the-beginning He ſo guided the 
various 'Motions of the parts -of it), 
as: to contrive them into the: Worl 
he. defign'd 'they ſhould compoſe, 
(furniſh'd with the Seminal Principles 
and Strufures or Models of Living 
Creatures, ) and eſtabliſh'd thoſe Rules 
of Motion', * and that order amongſt 
things Corporeal, which we are went 


ro call the Zaws of Nature; And ot 
hay'ng cold this as co the 'formpr, ir P! 
may be allowed as to'rthe Tatter rok at 
teach, That the Univerſe being onceſh tt 
fram'd by God; and the Laws of Mo-B| al 
rion being ſecled and all 'upbeld by Þ 
His- inceſſant ' concourſe and general} n 
P:ovidence z the- Phxtiomena' of the | 
World thus conftitured; 'ate -Phyti- | y 
cally produc'd by the' Mechanical | 
afcCtions of the! parts of 'Matrer, and, | + 
whar they! operate upon'one another | « 
decording-to Me. hanical Laws, And ] 
gow -having ſhewn what kind of Cor- | | 
piſcular Philoſophy 'tis that'T'ſpeak | | 


of, I' p'oceed to the 'particulars rhar 
Frhought the molt' proper to recom» 
fehd it, "7 I, T he 


Ee ; - Al 
"" 1, The frf thing that I ſhall men: 
cionio 


# 
. # » 


Phenomena. 
and intricateare their DoQrines aboue 
the Archeus, Aſtral Beings, Gas, Blaſs, 
and.other odd Notions , which per- 
haps havein part occafion'd the dark- 
neſs and ambiguity of their expreſ- 
ſions, that could not. be very clear , 
when their Conceptions were far from 
being ſo, And if the Principles. of the 
Dil iliens and Spagyriſts are thus 
obſcure, 'tis not to'be expected, the 
Explications that, are made. by the 
help onely of ſuch Principles ſhould 
beclear. And indeed'many of chem 
are either ſo general- and flight, or 
othervife fo unſatisfactory, thatgrant- 
; ng 


(5) 
in? their Principles, 'cis very hard to 
Merftan or X18 their application 
ofthem to'particular Phenomeng,” And 
even in ſome of . the more ingenious | Mt 
and ſubtle of the Peripatetick "Dif. | th3 
courſes upon their ſuperficial and} QU 
-- narrow Theories, me thinks, the Ayu-|| tÞ: 
thors have. better . plaid the part off Þ* 
Pazxters than Philoſophers, and bayeſ **£ 
onely, had the skill, like Draivers of | 'Þ 
Laidtirs, to niake men fancy, they | 12! 
ſee Caſtles and. Towns, and' other th 
Structures. that appear ſolid and fo 
magnificent, and to, reach toa laigeſ} ® 
extent, when the whole Piece is (u- 
perficial, and made up of Colours and 
Art, and. compris:d within a Frame 
pethaps ſcarce a yard long. But to 
come naw to the Corpu[cular Phile- 
ſophy, men. do ſo eahily underſtand 
one anothers meaning, when they talk 
of Local Motion, Reſt, Bigneſs, Shape, 
Order, Situation , and Contexture of 
Material Subſtances ; and theſe Prin- 
ciples do affordfuch clear accounts of 
thoſe things, that are rightly deduc'd 
from them onely, that even thoſe Pe- 
ripateticks or Chymiſts, that maintain 
other Principles, acquieſce in the Ex- 
Plicatians made by theſe, when they 
| can 
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can be had, and ſeek nor any further] 
chough perhaps the effet be ſa ad- 
' mirable, as would make it paſs for 
iC.I that of a hidden Form, qr Qcculr 
nd} Quality- Thoſe: very A4rifgtelians, 
on: 8 tha helieve the Celeſtial Bodies rg 
be mov'd by Intelligences , have ng 
recourſe -to any peculiar agency. of 
theits to account for Eciipſes. And we 
laugh at thofe Zgff-7udians, thar, rg 
this day, go out in multitudes, with 
fome Inſtruments that may relieve the 
diftreſſed Luminary, whole. loſs of 
Light they fancy to proceed. from 
fome fainting fit, out of which ic 
- muſt be royz'd. For no Intelligene 
man, - whether Chymiſt or Feripatetic, 
flies to his peculiar Principles, after 
he is informed, that the Moon is E- 
clipſed by the interpofition of che 
Earth.betwixe her and it, and the Sy 
by that of che Moon berwixt him an 
the Earth, And when we ſee the 
Image of a Man caſt into the Air by 
a Concave Spherical Looking: glafs, 
though moſt menare amaz'd at it, and 
fome fuſpe@ ir to he no leſs.chan an 
eff-& of Witchcraft, yer he that is 
Skill'd enough in Catoptricks, will, 
without conſulting Arifotle, or P4- 
i ee ates agg” +4 


wv5#- es 1 .QIRL 7 <= -&, 
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racelſas ,.or flying - to Hypoſtatical 
Principles-and Subſtantial Forms, be 
ſatisfied, that the Phenomenon is: prov 
duc'd by the beams of Light refleced, 
and thereby made, convergent accof- 
ding to Optical, and, conſequently 
Mathematical Laws: _ | 


Bur I, muſt not now repeat what I 
elſewhere ſay, to ſhew, that the. Cor- 
puſcular Principles haye been des 
clin'd by. Philoſophers, of different 
Sets, not becauſe. they think not 
our  Explications clear, .if not much 
more ſo, than their.own; but becauſe 
they imagine, that the applications of 
them-can be. made but to few things, 
and conſequeatly are inſufficient, 

" IT. In the next place Iobſerve, that 
there cannot be fewer Principles than 
the two, grand ones of. Mechanical 
Philoſophy, Matter and Motion, For, 
Matter alone, unleſs it be moved, is 
alcogether . unatives and whilſt all 
the parts of a Body continue in one 
ſtate wichout any Motion at all, that 
Body will not exerciſe any action, nor, 
ſuffer any alteration it ſelf, chough it 


may perhaps modifie the aRion of. 


other Bodies that move againſt ic. 
III, Nor can we conceive any Prin- 
| ciples 


\ 
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ciples more primary, than Matter and 
Motion: For, either both of themwere 
immediately;cteated by God, -ori/(to 
add? that for: their ſakes: that:would 
have:'Matter-'to:: be unproduc'd;) if 
Matter be eternal, ' Motios mult -either 
be produc'd by ſore Immareviet'Sy- 
pernatural Agent; or-it :muſt .imme- 
diacely flow \ by: 'way of Emanation 
from the natyre of: the matter ic ap- 
pertains to, tit | 
-. TV; Neithercan there be any Phy- 
fical., Principles ;; nnore ſimple than 
Matter arid Motion 4 neither of them 
being reſotuble into any things, where- 


of # may: be truly, or fo much as to-. 


lerably, {aid tobe compounded. , 
 \V.; The- next thing I ſhall name to 


| recommend: the Corpuſcalar Princi-. 
. ple, is their great'Comprehenſiveneſs, 


I conſider -then;, [char the : genuine 
agd-neceſſary-effe& of the ſufficiently 
ſtrong Motion )of. ofie part.ot Matter 
againſt another,is, either to drive itton 


in its/ intire bulk, or elſe to break or 


divide-it into particles of.determinare 
Motion, Figure, Size , Poſture ,' Reft, 


Order, or Texture, - The wo firſt of | 


theſe, for i»ſfance;, are each of them 


capable of numerous varieties, -' For-- 
F the 


(ro) 
the Figvre of 2 portionof Matterin; 
abbey be one of the: five ny 
Figures treated of by -Geometticiagg, 
or lome- determinate [Species of ſolid 
Figures,;/as that of a-Coxe,: Cylinder, 
&c- or Irreguiar, though'not prrljapy 
Aaotymons, & the!Grdins of Sand, 
Hoops, - Feathers, Bragches, Forks ; 
Files,,8r6.' And asthe' Figure, fo the 
260% ion of. one of  thefeiparticles way 
be exceedingly diverſified, nor 'oriely 
by the, dreraimindien-ro. rhis or. that 
patz pf theForkdg bur by ſeveral other 
things, as. particularly by the alinoff 
infigitely varyiog degrees of Celetity; 
by. the! manner: of ms: progreſfior 
with, ot withour;,Roratien, and '\pther: 
modifyiag Circumflancesz and more 
yes. .by the:Line wherein it moves, 
as ;{ beſitiesStreight))* Eiecular; Tlli-! 
pcical , Patabolical,  Hyperbolical ,/ 
Spiral, ind I know: tior how-nany: 
others, For, ac later Qeonwrricizts 


have ſhewh,: tharchoſectooked Lines' 
be compounded of ſeveral! Nfo-' 


rionsy (that is, eracd by'a Body whoſe 
moon is -mixt of,- ad reſults from, 
two of. more ſimpler Motions , )' [o' 
how many: more carves-may; or rather 
may nor: be made by new iy” 
| tions 


. -— wang” ” hgh, wa]; \vm op 
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bet » 
Gris 2pd. Dion ofitio it ons of Ma: 
'tlon, is no £4 ata etermine, ; , 
New rice a mngle. Particle, of 
Mais, dy vertue Q 
the Mechanical affe os 
ay ro it, be aver Cn Io) 
at ho ln vaſt, 


(4 
wht bes 37 as fo » mack Ps 
has i own Bignels,.: and' Shape, and 
Pores, LE Tn toy yery many, and va- 
riqus) and has alſo; Many capacities of 
Ring ind ſuffering upon the ſcareo 
the phace it holds amon other Bos 
diesin.a World conftituted as ours is 
So that, when'l. conſider.the almoſt 
innumerable diverſtfications , that 
Compefitions and Decompoſitions 
may make of a (mall number , not 
perhaps 


(12) 

$ exceccing wenty of diſting] b 
Fo «y I am apt to look. of ſig C 
who'rhink the”? echanical Principl& it 
may,” ferve indet to. give an. .46-f n 
thy, of the Phenomena, of: rhis ao N 
it Tat pirelar Ive of Ga, þi 
f 2 s Statick 5, IroFanicks O 

"of the £ Ser Motions 0: 


is 


{ c 4 tb ; 
£2 SOR 0 ll, M 
raty, tixh C le 
ER bh ah wotld.” " 
An whereas there is wrt fore 
of Þhilofaphers, thar,-obſerving the 
grear” efficacy of the” bigneſs. 4/40 and, 
ſhape, andfi ati bu morion,*and, 
connexion in Engin ' are willing ra, 
atlow; that tho Midthanical Prin- 
ciples.may have 2 great ſtroke in rhe 
Opto of ' Bodies of a ſeahble, 1 


IJ 


OO 26ITI7| | | | aa toon cod Gn md © oN 


(13) 
inf bnlk, and manifeſt Mechaniſm, and 
therefore may be uſefully imploy'd 
inaccounting. for the effects. and Phz- 
nomena of ſuch Bodies, who yer will 
not admit, that theſe Principles can 
be. apply'd: ro the hidden Tranſacti- 
Ons «ws pals; 'among the minute Par- 
ticles of Bodies z and therefore think 
itneceſlary to: refer theſe'ro what they 
call Nature,” Subſtantial Forms, Real 
le. 2xciticand the like Un-mechanical 
ul Principles and Agents. | 
| - But this is nor neceſſary for, both 
jhel the Mechanical affe&ions of Matter 
upl arecobe found, and the Laws of Mo- 
nel tion take place, not onely in the great 
8 Maſſes, and the middle-fiz'd Lumwps, 
4; bur in the ſmalleſt Fragments of 
Ice | Matter 32nd alcfler portion of it, be- 
| ing as well a Body as a greater, muſt, 
he | as neceſſarily as it, haye its derermi- 
44 nate Bulk and Figure: And he char 
rt | looks upon Sand ina good Microſcope, 
e | will eafily perceive, that each minute 
d | Grain ot ic has as well its own ſize and 
dF ſhape, as aRock or Mountain, - And 
oa when we ler fall a great ſtone and 
i-. | 2, pibble from the rop of a high 
e | Building, we find nor but that the 
latter as well as the former moves con- 
Y B  formably 
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_ (4) | 
formably-ito the Laws of 'nccelety 
tionin heavy Bodies deſtetiding, And 
the Ru'es: of \Motion 4je + obſery'd, 
not onely' in Cano Butlers ; but in 
Small Shorz and the one ſittikes dow 
a Bird according to the ſame Laws, 
that the other battets/' Cown a' Wal 
And though-Nathre Corrather its Dil 
y n2 Aurhor be woht' co! work with 
much finer- materials, and-'ermploy 
more cuirious!-contrivanees* chan Ars 
( whence the Strucatre eva of tht 
rareſt Watch is \incompatably inferi- 
our tothar of a Humane Body!) yet 
2p Artiſt himſelf, -kccording: v6 rhe 
quantiry of 'the matrer-he; imploys; 
the exigeney of the defigh he: un- 
dertakes, and the bigneſs and ſhape 
of the Inſtruments. be makes: uſe'of; 
is able to imake pieces of work of the 
fame nature - or kind of extremely 
differing bulk, 'where yet the like: 
though not equal, Art ahd Contri- 
vance, and oftentimes Motion too; 


may be 6bſerv'd: As a Smith, who | 


with a Hammer, and other large In- 
ſtrumenrs, can, our of maſſes of Iron; 
forge gerear Bars or Wedges, and 
make thoſe ſtrong and heavy Chains 
that were imploy'd to load Male- 

facors, 


OSD oa. ft a METS SS 


(15) 
fators, and:evewrofecure'Streets and 
Gates, 'imay,' With laſer Inftruments, 
76, | make ſmaller Nails -ind Filings, al- 
410} moſt as minute ' as Duſt /;' and may 
wt yer, with: finer Tools; 'make Links 
of a ſtrange: $iehderhef* and Light» 
IL neſs; infomnch''rhat*-good Authors 
If cell'us of :a Chain of 'divers Links 
thi thac was fafſtned: ro a'Plea, and could 
oy 8 bemoy'd by: ity and, if I mis-remem- 
7, ber nor, T:\aw ſomething like chis, 
he befides: orher Inſtances that'T beheld 
1-S witch pleaſure of the Littlenefs char 
etE Art canglive toſuch pieces of Work, 
ef asare ufually made of a conſiderable 
$; ® bigneſs And therefore to (ay, that, 
- | though ia! Narural Bodies, whoſe 
e & bulk is manifeſt and' their ſttrauQure 
4 | viſtble,: .che Mechanical Principles 
6 | may be uſefally admitted, thar are 
/ | notoibe extended to ſuch portions 
: | of Matrer, whoſe parts and Texture 
- | ate invilible, may perhaps look to 
; ® fome, asifa man ſhould allow, -chac 
} | the Laws of :Mechaniſm may cake 
- © place ina'Town-Clock; but cannot in 
| a Pocket-Watch ; or(to give you an 
| inſtance, mixe of Natural and Artt- 
ficial,) as if, becauſe the Terraqueous 
-Globe is a vaſt Magnetical Body of 
B 2 {even 


\y.5 Ee 2 ye 
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(16) | 
ſevenor erghtthouſand miles: in Diaz g 
meter, , one lhopl aflym,: that Magi (« 
n«tical, Laws,-are not to: be expectedf] ; 
to be of force, ini a ſpherical piece of 
Loadſtone-,that .is nor! perhaps. af ;« 
inch long; And yet Experience ſhew 1; 
us, that notwithſtanding.2he- ineftn] q 
mable diſproportion/' beewixe -:theſe 
two Globes,. the Zerref{a, as well 3 
the Earth, hath 'irs Poles;/ Zquatorl. ; 
and Meridians,. and in-idivers othetf 
'Magnetical, Properties), emulares thej ; 
»|| + 
| 


Terreſtrial Globe, TN 


- - 


T hey that, co ſolve the Phenomens 
of Nature, haye recourſe: co:Agents 
"which, though: they involve no ſelf 

repagnancy; intheir very Notions, as 
many of che. Judicious think Swbſtaw 
tial Forms and Real: Qualities to doy 
yet are ſuch chat we conceive not, how 
they operate to bring effecs'ro paſs: 
Theſe, I ſay, when they tell. us of 
ſuch indeterminate Agents:, as the 
Soul of the World, the Univerſal Spirit, 
the Plaſtic, Power, 'atid the | likez 
thoughrthey anay in certain: caſesrell 
.us ſome things, yer they te'l us no- 
thing that will ſatisfie the: Curiofit 
.of an Inquiſitive Perſon , who. ſee 
not ſo'much ts know , what is the 
was general 


| cena - Wi h 
. if general Agent,: that produces a Phip 
Dag Cid 2s] by: what Means, and-af-! 

agl ter what "Manner , the Theromenon 
cted is praduc'd. + The famous Senxerias;: 
| and ſome. other Learned Phy ficians;; 
tell us. of Diſeaſes which proceed from: 


hewy Incantarion ; but” ſure *tis but a very 

"*8 flighr account , thar a ſober Phyfſ- 
"' *f| cian, that comes ro viſit: a Parienc 
U 2 repcrted to be. bewitch'd, receives. 
ron. of the ſtrange Symptoms he meets 


thet with, and would 20h an. account of, 
the if he be coldly anſwer'd, That 'tis a 
F Witch or: the Devil' chat produces i 
ven them ; -and; he will never fit down : 
ents with ſo ſhort an account, if he can- 
elf by any means reduce thoſe extrayi- 
, if gant Symproms to any more known 
4th and ſtared Diſeaſes , as Fpilepſics, 
oy Convnulſions, Hyſterical Fits, &c, and, 
OWE if he can not, he will confeſs his 
As: knowledge of this Diſtemper to come 
of 8 far ſhore of what might be.expeRed 
the and attain'd in other Diſeaſes, where- 
#,* inhethinks himſelf bound ro ſearch 
ef into the Nature of the Morbific Mit-  - 
lf ter, and will not be fatisfi'd xill he 
%f can, probably ar leaſt, deduce from 


t that, and the ſtructure of an Humane 
= 8 Body, and other concurring Phyſical 
be B 2 Cauſes, 


Cauſes, the Se... N of the:Mas, 


lady-- 'Andirwould be bur lirele-fay: 
visfaction iro one, that deſires 10-:Uns] 
derſtand the cauſes of :whar occurrs eo! 
qbſervation'in-at Watch; and; how. it: 
comes to ppint at, 'and ſttike, ths! 
hours, toibe rold,''T hat: *twas: ſaclya] 


Watch-maker that ſo :contriv'd it | 


Or:ro: hins chacavonld know:the true 
cauſe: of an Echo, ro: be + anſwer'd;! 
Fhar 'cis a Man, a Vault, ora uy 
that makes ir, a 

Andnow atlength come to con- 
fider that which I obſervethe:moſ 
- toalienare other: Sets from-'the Me«'! 
chanical Philoſophys aamely, that 
they think it prerends 'toihave Prite«! 
ciples ſo Univerſal and ſo Mathema-? 
tical, that no other Phyfical Hypos:; 
theſis can compare with 1 bt; or be ro" 
lerated by it. | 

But this: I look upon 25'an eaſie: 
indeed, but ap important, miſtake 5: 
becauſe by-this very thing, that the: 
Mechanical Principles are fo uniyer« 
ſal, and "therefore applicable ro ſa: 
many. things, they are'rather: ficted / 
tO include, than neceſſitated: to ex-" 
clude, any other Hypotheſis that'is 


gras in Nature, as -faras it is'f6;2 


And 


+ a4 
|  '. 


— 


Wy a ade. ans. 4a. Bod. At *.;. 2s FO * v0” OE We © A. 7 


JMI 


| (a9) 
duck! Hypeheſers, ibn:prudent 
rd 'by:$'skilfnl and: enrmrd 
Ne 16' taghex: diſpos'd to 
cugite, ;SeRs8þanmpultiply them, will 
bg ; fayad;; 1 4510fah8-: they haye 
al Fat If hom, —_ Either: Legiej- 
mMajely, (rnoug 4ps: nobimme- 
Kiatgly,) dedufible fromsh& Mecha- 
ical-Pringplgs,: or fairly regoncilable 
:0'them. .. For; ſuch Hypotheſes will 
probably attempr to.accaynt far che 
Phanemeys of | Nature, wither by the 
help of: 2 decerminate number of ma- 
ferial Ingredixnss, ſuch: as che Tris 
Prima of the Chymiſts, by:participa- 
tion whereaf other Badies (obtain 
their Qualities-4 '0# » elfe ty intro» 
gdycing:fome, general- Agents, is the 
Platania Sagl afahe Workdg:or ghe Unis 
verſal $piwits altered by ſame Spagy» 
yſts3- 0:.by borlr cheſeways rogether, 
-ifNew $0 diſpatch:jrſt thaſe, that 
Lnamesin,this ſecond plicey (1 cos 
os rote ching, thar Taquis 
xk Naturalifts:ſhowd:ilqok-gfter in 
_— licaring of difficulr:Phevomens, | 
_w myth-what che:: is of 
does; 8575 What: changes: are made : in 
the: Faticns, to bring, \s 1glexhibir tho 
Zinoqueiahing. to = 3 tid wx 
wu} W " 
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Pei AT 
"what means, and afrer what 'manae, 


thoſe changes are effe&ted.” '$o that 


che. Mechanical Philoſopher being fa. || 
risfied, that one part'of Matter ean 


a upon another bur-by vettneof Lo- 
cal-Mo'ion, or the 'effe&s/ and 'conſe- 
_— Local Motion, he'coth 

iders, thats, if the ptopos'd\Agert 
-be not-<Tnrelligible ' and ©Phyfical;'it 
can never Phyſically explzin the Phe+ 
nomena; ſo, if -it be Intelligible and 
Phyſicy,-*twill be redacible'to Aat- 


ter, and ſome-orother of thoſe: onely 


:Catholick affeions of Matter, alrea- 


dy often-mentioned,  -Arfd, the inde» 


finicedivifibility of Matter, the won- 
derful efficacy of Motion, 'and the 


; 


UMI 


' mention'd changes,” ae are 


On. _ I 


yet th 
vor bp TA inn! v% iy the 


name declares tobe'a chapdhs 


Rance, is, for oug it know, ſeg 
it be ata]l) leſs diffus'd rhrou 

Univerſe, or leſs aQive in jet 1 the 
Univerſal Spirit of ſome ome Spagyriſts, 
not to fay, the Anime Mung; of the 
Plaronifts, . Burthis' ny by3 af- 


ter which 1 proceeg, and 


.yenture 
to 2dd, That whatever be che oy 
fical Agent, whether ic be i ſee 
or living, purely Corporeal, or on 
ro an Incelleual Sub , the a 


ug No 
in-rhe Body-chat is made ro.exhibie 
the Phznomena, may be effected by 
the ſame- or thelike means, or after 
the ſame or the like manner; as, for 
inflance, if Corn be reduc'd ro. Meal, 
the Materials and ſhape of the Mit- 
ſtones, and _ Nor Motion and 
rinks ation , will be much of the 
ſame 2 Kind, and (though they ſhould 
nor, yet) ro be ſure the grains of 
Corn will ſufter a various contrition 
and comminytian- in their paſſage to 
the"form of Meal z whether the Corn 
be ground by a Warter-mill, or a 
Wind- mill,* or a Horſe-mill, © or a 
'Hand- 


WELD, 


if an, Angel himſelf, hould work | 
real' change inthe-nature of a Bogy, 
tis ſence. oacenabls £0 us . Men, 
hojr he co d dp it without the aſh 
ſtznce of Local Morion;, fince, if 90, 
thibg were dilplac'd...or otherwiſe 
moy d tar 


of'> gn palace, C the like happing 
alſy'to all extern] Bodies to which is 
relared,) *tis hardly, conceivable, how 
it thould'be in it (elf ather, than juſt 
whatit was before, ©? 


- *But rg come now to, the other , ſore 
of Hyporh 

if the Chy | Wh 
deduce a compleat. Natural Philoſo-. 
phy from Salt, Sulphur, and Mercpry;. 
ot any other ſet number of Ingredis. 


ents 'of things, would well confider. 
what they undertake , they mighe: 


eaſily diſcover, That the matetial parts 
of Bodies, as ſuch, can teach but to 


a ſmall part of the Rhgwomena of Nas. 


eſes formerly mention'd «. | 
ifs, or others that would, | 


cure, whilft theſe Ingredients are con- : { 


fider'd' byt_as Quigſcent things , and . 
therefore they would: figd them(clves . 
neceſhtared to ſuppoſe. them. to be : 
atly 


es and That things purely Cor- 
"_ poreal 


Windg 
©, by 


nd On 
oreal ' canndt.' be] by inteangi'of | 
pu tal Motion,/i and the: effets: thax 


Ang mdy zefulrifromthat\-acconplanying 
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variouſly ſhapid.far\d, and agpremn- 
ted parts of Matreve' Sotharthepy= 
miſts ung othes Macerialifts; 7 if F-may 
ſocallthen\;, )-muld  as' recent > 
are wont. to us): teaye ith 2greete 
att.'of: the: hapenuens of: the 'Uni- 
tle unexplicated' byrh& help of: che 
Ingredients, ({ be. hey feweror: more 
than three; )--of 'Bogies, wirhoar: xas 
king- in the Mechanical .and more 
comprehenſive. affections of !'Matter; 
eſpecially-Locat 'Movnios, I willingly 
grant; that Salt, Sulphw#,' and Mereary; 


| or ſome Subftances' analogous /-ro 


them, are to be'obtain'd by: thE action 
of: the 'Fire, from a: very greac many 
diffipable Bodies; here below.3/ nor 
would I deny, that, inexplicating idi- 
vers of the Phenowiena of ſuch Bodies, 
it may be of uſe to askilful Natura- 
lit croknow and confider, that this or 
that Ingredient, as Snlphur,: for 3n= 
ffance, does abound in the Body pro- 
pos'd, whence it may be probably 
argu'd,/ thar the Qualities, tharqſually 
accompany that Principle when Pre= 
dominant, may be alſo, uponits ſcore, 

| found 
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found in::the! Bady that ſo: plenti 
pitrakes'vf ir. ': But not 'ro mentiog 
what I have. elſewhere ſhawn, that 
thereare many Phanomena; to! uhok 
ication;this' ; will con+ 
rribure: yery [little or! nothingat-allz 
I-(hall onely he.e 6lerve,char, though 
Chymical | Explications ©be ſomes 
tines the moſt obvious. and:ready,y 
they _ are-not' the moſt fundament 
and ſarisfaRory:- For, the -Chymical 
Togredienc it ſelf, whether Sulphuror 
-other,, muſt owe | its nature-and 
eriqualities tothe: union: of infen- 
Gble'' particles in 4 convenient Size, 
hape,.'Motion 'or Reſt, and Con- 
rexture 3-all which are but Mechani- 
cal *Aﬀedtions ' of convening Cor-. 
uſcles. . And this may beilluſtrated 
[on what happens in- Artificial Fire- 
works. For, though in moſt of thoſe 
many differing ſores. that are made 
either for the uſe of War, or for Re- 
creation, Gunpowder be a main In- 
gredient, and divers of the Phenomena 
_ be deriv'd from: the greater or 
lefler meaſure, wherein the Compo- 
ficions partake of ir yer, beſides that. 
there may be Fire-works made -with- 
out Gun-powder, (az appears by _—_ 
q0! made 


" 0.0 5 Pots FF imp nn. Cy *” =. ESR 


(a5) 
made>bf. old by! the: Greeks and 85%; 
mane,):Gun-pouider\4c felf- owes its 
apinefs to- be ifr'd/-and: explodediieo 
the Mechanical Contextureiof; mgre 
ſimple'- portions: of Matter; Nure,, 
Charcoal, :and $miphar, and: Sulphur 
ir ſelf, choughit bebytany Chymiſts 
miftaken.for an.Hypoſtarical Princi- 
ple; owes:its: Inflammabilicy:; co. the 


convention: of yer: more ſimple and 
primary: Corpuſeles; /fince Chymiſts | 


confe's, that it hasian inflanimable.In- 


gredient, and experience ſhews;:thar 


ir yery much:abqunds with-an acid 


and i uninflammable::Salr, and'-is:noc 


quitedevoide of:Feireſtreicy Iknow, 


it mayde hetcalledg'd,. that thepro- 
ductions of Chycmical : Analyſes :atc 


ple Bodies, and upon:that accounc 


F olable. . Bur, that divers Sub= 


ſtanices, which Chymilts are: pleaſed 
-to calithe Salts; 'ariSw/phors; or. Mer» 
caries of thei Bodies. that afforded 
them, are not-fimple and homogene- 


-Ous, /has elſewhere; been ſufficiencly 


MI 


proved's nor is their not being cafily 
diſfipable:or teſoluble a clear-praof of 
their nor. being-made. up of more;pri- 
_mitije iportionso6 :matter. For; c 

pounded: and:\.ever:; decompqunded 
Lat; Bodies 


I no » I, 454 Da 4 a 
I x 


Hpotens nhagria asthfydulely tieſokibly 
2s. wot of-thoſr:bhar (Ns 16k; 
anbdSyigtacmey> coal: drew Azagfy 
wpaheoBues: wimndſs:commod/g ret 


indwdbablernthanaliniay. bf: choſe :char 


--ph&:yot Hypoſtgtical wubſtanoces./And 
= ON Pn /oY 
2d} rimes/.even:vattuiced: in; zhbe Fife, 
hithourtoling-cher Nacure ar: otcen- 
anors:\(o mach : as lobeip:'00Jour;'s 1:20 
”_- Ange! w Oy: 6 not: onely'1 
pormte » {DUE 25 compoundey 
 Budy;:coolfftiapnot ak and Powda 
wiPebbles or'Sand;/dmb 'calcinidiTinn, 
angifitke 24: be noc white; wſaally 


of jfeme: ringing 2Merall ior:Mimeral, 


But howinceſtiactableiſocyer cho@hy- 
_ Pricicipteyibo:fuppos'd, 5 dj 
& 


he. _ of Local Morton, {iahd 2hat 

fied'tzo0 ? »Withour which;we 
can acte}bercergivean; account ofxhe 
Phenomena of many-Bodies, byknow- 
ing what Tngrediems xompoſe. them, 
'chan we can _—_— Optrqrivos 
-ofa Warch, /by-knowing'of hownlz- 


-ny and df whax-vlecalls theqBalator, 


ehe Wytheets, - che Chain; and arber 
= parts 


QAperations, raltrib'd 'to'chem, 
will-wever be' well tndde-ons, withoitt 
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OO... 
þar® tire made 4 of chativt” an de? 
ſhot Opera of a' Witi2mill 
6'+he Þi&Ee kndwiedbe,” thir ris 

t:t06 4p of Wood, and Sthhe\/ai0 

Canes, and Iton. - And herelef the 

44d; that *rwould hor at all 6verchrow 

the Corpuſcilatian 'Hypbrhelis | 

chbtgh either by Wore \exquifite! Puc 

riffcarions; br by ſottie other Operatis 
ons! thai the 'uſtial' Analyſis of 'the 
Fire, /it ſhould be* made appear; chat 

the Maretial ' Þtinciples of Elenichts 
6f mitt Bodies thonld not be the Ty#4 
Prima of the vulgar Chymiſts; but 
either Subſtances 'of another 'tiature; 
ofelſe-fewer, or more intwumber 5 us 
would: be, if thar-were ttae$ Which 
fottie 'Spagyriſts aMirm, { but 'T-cootd 
never find, ) thar from all *Corrs-'of 
mixtBodies, five; and bur five, differ- 
ing -fimilar 'Subſtances can be ſepara- 
red: Or, 'as if it were true, that the 
Helmontians had ſach a reſolving Men- 
frm as the Alkihbrft of their Maſter, 
by which - he - #fftins, that He 'could 
reduce:Stones inro Salt of the'fame 
weight with'the Mineral, ' and bring 
both -thar* Salt and all ocher kind of 
; | rvixt and rangible Bodies: into infipid 
| Water: For, what PEE 
| <0; er 
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(28) 
number or qualicies.of the Chymic 


Principles, if they, be really exiſtent 
in Nature, it may, very poſſibly be 


ſhewn,;thar they may be made up4 


inſenfible Corpuſcles of dererminate 


bulks and ſhapes3 and by the variqus 
Coalicions and Contexcures of ſuch 
Corpuſcles, #ot enely three or five, 
bus. many more material Ingredieans, 
way be compos'd or made to reſult; 
Bur, though the Alkaheſtical Redys 
Rions newly mention'd ſhould be ad: 
mitced,. yet the Mechanical Principle 
might. well be accommodated , even 
tothem. For, the Solidity, Taſte, &, 
of Salt; may be fairly accounted: for; 
by the Scifneſs, Sharpneſs, and other 
Mecbanical Aﬀections of the minute 
Particles, whereof, Salts'conſiſt 4 and 

if, by.a farther aftion of the Alkah 
the Salt orany other ſolid Body, be 
reduc'd into infipid Water,: this 
alſo may be explicated by the ſame 
Principles, oppeting a further Com- 
minucton of rhe parts, and ſach, an 
atcrition, as wears off che edges and 
incs that inabled; them tro - ſtrike 
riskxly the Organ of Taſte : For, astq 
Fluidicy and Firmneſs, choſe mainly 
depend upon two of our grand Prin» 
 Cliples, 
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looſer conta , or epter: ne ook of 
Mera is able to thike the 
e portion of Matter, at <A Body, 


which-I 


be able ro obrain Som ai Tho 


number, hn 6 both het 
vulgar Salt, 'Sul ory Fo romys 
yet the Corpuſcular Ne PHloſophy is o 
Tack «land fertile, as to be fairly re- 
concilable to ſuch a Diſcovery 5 and 
ae of efsl, that theſe new matetial 
Principles will, as. well as the old Tris 
| ſtand in need of the more Ca- 
ey Tina es of the Corpuſcele- 
14exs, eſpecially Local Motion, ' And 
Indeed, what ever Elements or Ingre- 
Bients men haye ( that T know 'of J 
Pitched upon, yet_if they take not ln 
the Mechanical AﬀeQions of Marter, 
Er 
[1 ery 
Mareti: if vichoar at = | 
donot © cony, Ot 


plaing, 1p:.wby 
apc oo: 
AAccqung 
Te 1 
= toayihe 
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(31) 
difi'd -by its Mechanical AﬀeQions: 
'For, if with the ſame Bricks, diveſly 
put together and rang'd-,,.' ſeveral 
Walls, Houſes, Furnaces, 4nd [other 
Strmures;: as Vaults, Bridges,:Pyra- 
mids, &c, may be built; meerely by-k 
various contrivement 'of parts bf the 
fame kind 5 how much! mote-may 
great variety of :Ingredients: be /pro+ 
dyc'd by,'or, according to the: inſti- 
tution of Nature; reſultfroing;the:va- 
rious, - coalitions and contextures of 
Corpulcles, - that: need not;'be: fup- 
pos'd, like: Bricks, all of the ſame, or 
near the ſame, ſize and ſhapezbur may 
haye amongſt: chem, both of the one 
anil;rhe: other, as great" a'variety. as 
geed. bewiſh'd:for, andindeedagrear- 
er .\than can;;eafily be'fo [muth; as 
inggin'd... Andrche primary arid mi- 
nuce/Concretionsthat belong ro theſe 
Ingredients, | may ,withour:'Oppoliti+ 
on-from-the: Mechanical 'Phitofophy; 
be ſupposd to;-have: their particles-{o 
mibuce and-: ſtrongly cohetent;' thar 
Nature of; her -ſelt does :ſcircecever 
rearthem afunder;ias wei{ee;thataers 
cury and Gola may be-: ſyccalfively 
made to. put..oni multicudeirof oils 
guiſes;/ and yet: foiretain'their:nacure; 
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(33) 
25.10 be-refducible -t6 their” prifilte | 
forms.'> And youknow, I lately:tokd 
you;-that.-common' Glaſs and 
Atnels;thoangh both of them bur 'fa- 
Qirious: Bodies, and nor onely 'min'd, 
buc decompounded Concretions, have 
yer their component pas 'fo- ſtrictly 
vaned bythe skill of fllicerace Trades 
men, 26 to'maintaincheir/anion in rh 
vitrifying violence of theFire, Nor 
dowe find,that-common Glaſs will'be 
wrought -upon by 2qua- fortw;or 
Agaa:Regw,, though the 'former ' of 
them1wlill i diffolve Afercory, and the 
later Gold: 1 
- From: the fore-going ' Diſcourſe" ir 
may ( probably at leaſt!) reſult, 'That Þ 
if, beſides Rational:Souls, there ure 
any Immarerial Subſtances (ſuch 25 
the Heavenly Intelligences, and! the 
Subſtantial Forms of tie — 
that regularly are to be numby 
among Natural Agents, their wayvf | 
working being unknown to us, they | 
can: but help co conffirute and <MeR | 
things, but will very lictle help ns | 
to conceive how :things are effected; 
© that; by' whac ever Ptiaciples Na- 
eural chings be copSizteted, "tis by the | 
 Mechanxal Principles that their-PA- 
Ts £ a nomene 


500i ane as Actos fr. 


WAS £44 5 
Kaye mult, be; clearly :expliceted. 

A for inſtance, ;though, wee Gould 
grant the Arifotelians,, that the Pla- 
nees are. made of a quinteſſential mat» 
ter, and moved by Angels,.or Imma- 
tenal lncelligences z © yer;: 40-'explain 
the. Stations; Progreffions, -and, Re 
UOgraGatIONS and; other; Phenorrens 
ofche Planets, wewbt have reconrſe 


either to Eccentzicks, Epigycles, 8c; 
orto motions, made in. Bliprical: or 
other peculiar Linesz 2nd, is.a; word; 
t9 Theories, wherein 4he-Morion, and 
Figure, Scituation, and other Marhe- 
Bagies are; mainly - emplay?d.- -Butr if 


the Principles propos d'be- garporeal 
things, - they. will be then; fairly Re- 
ducible,or-. Reconcilable, -ro' the Me- 
chanical Principles ; -cheſe- bring ſo 
general. and pregnant , that, among 
yung corporeal, chere is nothingread, 
(and I meddle not with - Chymerical. 
Beings, ſuch:as ſome of Paracelſms's, ) 
that may not ;be. deriv'd from;- or be 
brought to, a- ſubordination ro: ſuck 
comprehend ve Principles. And when 
the Chymiſts, ſhall ſhew, that mix'd - 
Badies owe their qualities co the pre- 
dominancy of this or that” of their 
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three \qrand;Ingredients, 'the Corpot. 
loo will ſhew, that ithevery Gd, 
Jities-of this: ot: thats Ingredient Aow 
Hom lirepetufiat Texture;and the Mei 
chanidataffſeRions'6fthe'Corpuſeles 
*ris nxdep of: Andtoaffitm,char,be 
catiſetffe Furnaces of Chyimiſts afford 
a:preve-Hamber” of ncoitimon” Pr! 
doRions 2nd Pheficinaizthere' are 
BodieSbr(Operations opt hike? 
parey!Quiportal; vhft cinndr'!be'de2 
mn recomild £0;7the cot 
prehetfiretdni” propaant'/ Principles 6f 
rhe 97-0 pms 6 WEE 
I Cre 
vabieny at Antgems, Hymns, Payinx 

Thtej6dies;/Conranty, RI 
Jes;' SirbBafids7 Jigs btidorher (giitve 
and {ptiphtly.)-Tunests be" tner with 
wichwiBboks'end Proffifes' bf: Mito 
tians/6neflkould maintain; that ther 
ate") theny'a: great many” Tuhes,/'onf 
at. teaſt:Notes; that have--no depen-) 
dence 6rithe: Sedle'6f Muſic ar; a5 
if, becetiſe;; - beſides Rhombuſles:,; 
Rhomboies., Trapeziums;” Squares; 
Pentagons, -Chiliagons,” Myriagons'; 
and inntimerab!e other: Polyzons, Re-" 
gular and Trregular, one ſhould pre-' 
jumero affirm, thar there are among/ 
| oat them 
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chard forhevRitilinem\Faures! +74 
wenot rdducible ro Tringhs, or favs 
Atﬀeaions rhirwill overthrow iihhal 
fivckdi lies)raughc of 179 giublts (aig 
Poona 286) ono lit od 
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butions dhfingmidre; nDhiy: 33146 
cording; rowhis:folmerl}hidkn grey! 
Mdchgioalr: Principtes?' and! Pxpncsl 
tioas/ att For cheivicleatneſs. þrofer'8! 
even /By:Mareridlifis thanfelyes'!'tt 
@thers in chee\coafs wherblohy eh Be 
nds: [op the Sbgadey 20d LaeaReyioh 
epdtris 'Naturalifts ilndUNAitfentit® 
ohms, haviagNtppilyo1appl yWithent 
enfederal bt rhdſe eifigy Pee 
au; biw Biyairelt axinbs;25 ew! PEPE? 
pac of opricksy Ganatry;2& 6th 
beforeiweroyarmighrereſaly 
drew Qualiviesyfcis'prabiibley that] 
when! ris Philoſophy: is-detplict 


ſearched {ntb,i arid darcher dap yilo 


iovitb be: found applicableytonrhe> ſy 
hrrion;df wibre] and words che Phd 
menu/ob iNacrect aunt! ofnithigiecd! 
cali :n>1er meobſtrve; |thir els tg 
alwaysned:ffighy, ohoudhire-bo alvayy 
defirable,:elibo het chnopropbtindy aft? 
Hypothe is in Aſtronomy, > Chymiltry;s 
Anatomy, 6piorhev parrof Phicicks,! 
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be able, 4 prior?, to prove-his Hypas | 


theſis ro be true, or demonſtratively 
to ſhew, : that the other Hypotheſes 
propos'd about the ſame-ſubjet muſt 
be falſe, For, if I miſtake not, Pls 
ro aid, That rhe World was God's 
Epiſtle written to Mankind, & might 


' have added, conſonantly to - anot 
ſaying of his, *ewas written in Mathes 


matical Letters: So, in the Phyſical 
Explications: of the Parts and Syſtem 
of the World, me thinks, there is 
ſomewhat like what happens, when 
men conjeurally frame ſeveral Keys 
co enable 'us -to underſtand a Letrer 
written inCyphers, For, though one 
man by: his ſagacity have found out. 
the right Key, it will be very difficule 
for him, either to prove otherwiſe 
than by trial, that this or that ward 
is not ſuch as 'tis gheſs'd to be by 
others according to their Keys ; or to/ 
evince, 4 priori, that theirs are to be 
#jced, and his to þe preferr'd, yer, 
if due trial being made, the Key he 
ptopoſes, ſhall be found ſo agreeable 
ro the Characters of the Letter, as 
to enable one to underſtand them, 
and make a coherent ſenſe of them, 
rs ſpirableneſs ro what it ſhould de- 
cipher, 
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cipher, is, withour either confutations) 
or extraneous poſitive =: ha 


ent to make. 1 \he ace 
right Key of that _ And fo, 


in Phyſica Hypotheſes, there areſom 
that ;/ 3 without -noile: $ or falling' foo 


vpors'-others, Feobaron .obeagy 
Ce 2 approbari on only by 
theif' meſs'30/ſc 


ſcarce poly we _ 
time [unprejudic 

it lolkcieady 'recominended 'b 
conliſtency Y ich it (elf, and it 


plicablenefs ro ſo many Þ 
of Nature: | 
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ha prefppating; the: Creation ant 
my L;pregend 
t of-thipghiGorporaeh ang 
, oa algpytrom: _ 
tertal Beings, (which otherw{gh yeh 
willingly 2dmit, ) and all Agents and 
Operations Miraculous or "Superna- 
tural, 

I. Of the Principles of things Cor- | 
pareal, none can be more few, without | 
being inſufficient, or more primary = 
than Matter and Motion. 

II. The natural and genuine effe& 
of vatiouſly derermin'd Motion in por- 
tions 
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12:0ia[tibhs (of * Matter, is; ro-divide" it = 
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(49) 
Principles reſorted to, be not Immi© 


A-cerial, but of a Corporeal Nature, th 


00h muſt eithey in <ffeR be the ſame wit 


the CorporealPrinciples above-nam'dg 
or, becauſe of the great Univerfality & 
Simplicity of ours, the new ones pro» 
'd muſt be leſs general than zbey, 
and conſequently capable of being ſu 
ordinated or reduc'd to ors, which by 
various Compoſitions may afford mats 
ter to ſeveral Hypotheſes , and by 
ſeveral Coalicions afford minute Con- 
cretions exceedingly numerous and du- 


. rable, and confequently fit to become 
"the Elementary Ingredients of more 


compounded Bodies, being in moſt 
Trials: Similar, and as it werethe R2- 
dical parts, which may, after ſeveral 
manners, be diverfifieds as in Zatiw, 
the Themes are by Prepofitions, Ter- 
minations, 8c, and in Hebrew, the 
Roots by the Hzemantic Letters: So 
that the fear, that ſo much of a New 
Phyſical Hypotheſis, as is erve , will 
overthrow or make uſeleſs the Mechae 
nical Principles, is,as if one ſhould fear, 
that there will be a Language pro» 
pos'd, that is diſcordant from,or notre- 
ducible to,the Lecters of the Alphabet, 
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